Holy Trinity
Ambassador

Advent Worship
“lsaiah, the Christmas Prophet.”

Wednesdays

December 3¢, 10* & 17"
At Noon

Lunch Following

Christmas Worship
Christmas Eve

1 p.m. Old #3
7 p.m. Candlelight at HTLC

Christmas Day

9 a.m. Divine Service

Mission Projects Need Help
We support two mission projects:

Rev. Andreasen in Romania
through TIM (Together in Mission)

LHF (Lutheran Heritage Foundation)
which supports translation of
Lutheran materials and their distribution.

Our goal is $7,500 for each mission project.

We are currently over $7,000 behind!

Give as you are blessed and able.

December
2025

Invite a Friend or Relative

Most new people go to a church because
someone invites them. Many in our own
community do not know the of the love and
mercy of Jesus, who comes for sinners. If
your friend or relative is not currently going
to church — what do you have to lose? Be
of good courage. Jesus is Lord.

Looking for a Christmas gift to
encourage growth in faith?

The Lutheran Study Bible — $40 & $45
Faith Alive Student Bible - $35

Bible Covers - Reg. - $17, Large - $25

Book of Concord — Readers Edition - $25
The Real Story of Creation - $5 (youth)

The Real Story of the Flood - $5 (youth)
Hope for Hurting Singles — by Jack Zavada, $15

We have these available in the church office.

2026 Flower, Candle and Radio
sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board
outside church office.

- Candles are $20.
- Altar Flowers: $30 small vase
$40 large vase

- Sponsor a Radio Broadcast - $90.



Ponderings in the Pasture — Pastor Gutz

“L et the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all
wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.
And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks
to God the Father through him.” (ESV) Colossians 3:16-17

Advent begins a new church year. The new calendar year is only a month away.

Make a Bible reading goal.

Reading the Bible on your own is no easy undertaking. In church, the Word is explained - in
a definite order - as we go through the Church Year and the life of Christ. But we also encourage
every church member to have a Bible and read it.

What is needed for productive Bible study? First, good intention and honest persistence.
Set aside a certain time — every day — reserved for prayer and Bible study. For my schedule,
mornings work best. It doesn’t have to be an hour. Keep it simple. 15 minutes is very doable.
Strive to be regular and consistent. If you miss a day or two, don't give up. Get back in the
groove.

Have a plan. Reading the whole Bible in one year is not possible for many people,
especially if you're taking time to think about it. Some need 2, 3, or 4 years to read through all 66
books. Our hymnal has a Bible reading schedule, it's on p.299 but there are many different
schedules out there.

Most important: Read the Bible with the intention to learn about salvation. You can always
open the Bible with the certain assurance that God wants to speak to you in that Scripture that is
your chosen assignment for the day. Pray, “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.” (1 Samuel
3:9) Every Christian has marked passages in his Bible that in times of difficulty were helpful and
encouraging, as if intended just for him on days when they were needed.

God's Word accomplishes what God desires and achieves the purpose for which He sent it.
(Isa. 55:11) If | place myself under the Word, ready to receive what God wants to give me, then |
can trust that God will open my eyes so that | can see what He wants to give me today. What | am
unable to apply to my own life or even understand at all, | must pass by for now. It does not cease
to be God’s Word just because | cannot understand it. God’s Word is an inexhaustible treasure
that is living and active. Have a notebook or journal close at hand to write down thoughts and
prayer concerns as they arise. Make regular time in God’s Word a goal! Today is the day!

Thoughts to Think on:

1. Life isn’t the problem. Your interpretations are: You might think: “This post is long. It stinks
that | have to read all this.” Or: “This post is long. So much to look forward to!” Post is the same.
Your interpretation created those feelings. |

2. Step back: “Be more impulsive” isn’t advice you hear a lot.

3. Accept: Nor do you hear “you should live in denial.”

4. The mind requires training: Yes, that means work. We know being impulsive and denying
reality aren’t good but we do them anyway. Bad habits are hard to break. Meditate on that. Literally.
5. Getting through is the only way through: You'll never eliminate your personal basket of
neuroses — but you don’t have to act on them either. Be patient with others and yourself.

6. Focus on the present: Regret might be back there. Anxiety might be up ahead. But what is
really bothering you right now? So spend more time in the now.

7. People are ridiculous. Love them anyway: The only people who are perfect and always make
sense are people you don’t know very well. We all take our turn as the crazy relative at
Thanksgiving dinner. Treat people as old friends and often they will become just that.

8. Pray. Especially the Psalms. Remember who's in charge and greater than your problems.

The final step? Thanksgiving — in ALL things.



Church Council Meeting
October 28, 2025

Present: J. Zavada, M. Peters, D. Gotch,
K. Downey, R. Kochis, K. Donner, D. Reynolds
N. McMullen and Pastor Gutz

COMMITTEE REPORTS:.

Treasurer’s Report: Preschool finances

are solid. The church financials are ahead of
last year numbers and are solid.

Church Properties: The church office will be
having Fiber optic and internet installed. Exterior
LED lighting is done. It is a big improvement.
Removal of the window air conditioners bid
approved. Ceiling fan switches in church will be
updated. Fans in the church have been taken
down and put in storage. Will confirm the heat at
Old#3 is working.

Board of Education: October 23 Fall Festival
went very well. November 14 is Parent/Teacher
conferences. The haliway has some family
projects. Nothing new to report for the Sunday
school classes.

Elders: Volunteers scheduled for services.
Thanksgiving Eve service will be on
Wednesday, at 5 p.m. Adult instruction class is
underway with 2 attendees. Pastor agreed to be
a mentor for a Woodland student. This is his 4%
year in the program. Voter's meeting is October
19. Pastor is updating the alarm call out list for
the security and fire system. Reminder to make
Bible reading a daily habit.

Parish Activities: Sympathy card sent out.
Ideas were shared to refresh the activity bags.
Looking ahead for Advent lunches.

Old Business: Tim Welch helped troubleshoot
the church website.

New Business: Veteran's Day will have no
school. Thanksgiving break will be Nov. 24-27.
Fire Drill was conducted at the preschool.

October Voters Meeting
34 members signed in. 2026 Budget was

presented. After review the budget was
unanimously approved.

Serving in December

Elders
Saturday — Randy Kochis
Sunday — Matthew Brandenburg

Ushers
John Burt, Rob Downey,

Altar Guild
Saturday — Greg & Barb Lentman
Sunday — Dan & Diana Reynolds

For the Record

Transfer:
Tim & Jackie Girard
To: St. Paul’'s Lutheran Church, Varna, IL

Asleep in Jesus:
Jerry Thacker, November 23

For Your Prayers
Members in Bold (requested by)

Gary Brandenburg (Matthew Brandenburg)
Abbey Brown (Marilyn Quinn)
Cheryl Cinnamon (Nancy Hepner)
Bob Cross
Buddy Crouch (Lauren Pastirik)
-Roberta Foster
John Kochis
Rick Mahrt (Denise Burt)

Larry Runyon
Shirley Zavada (Jack Zavada)
Lutheran Heritage Foundation
TIM missionary: Rev. Jordan Andreasen

If you have placed a name on the prayer list

please keep the Church Office updated on their

status.

PEACE
ON EARTH




Preschool
During December we will be learning about
Christmas traditions, the birth of Jesus and
teaching the students the act of giving, and we
will be learning how to measure!
December Bible stories:
David — the Singing Shepherd
David and Goliath
Jesus is Born!
Bible memory verse
“For unto us a child is born! Isaiah 9:6
Class Christmas party December 17
Christmas program: December 18.
Christmas Break - December 22 ~ Jan. 2

+ Jerome Thacker +

Let us remember with thanksgiving what
God has done through His servant Jerry
Thacker.

Jerry was born June 5, 1933 in Streator.
He was the son of LLoyd and Anna (Chirlik)
Thacker. Jerry was made a child of God through
the waters of Holy Baptism on June 25, 1933.
He was confirmed on March 21, 1948. On
Sunday, November 23, Jerry at the age of 92
years fell asleep in Jesus.

Jerry is survived by a daughter, Doreen
(Kevin) Skaggs of Streator; a son, Mark
Thacker of Las Vegas; 4 grandchildren, Missy
(Kurt) Cook, Kelli (Aaron) Hollenbeck, and
Kevin and Scott Skaggs; 11 greatgrandchildren;
and 13 great great grandchildren. Also surviving
is a sister-in-law, Martha (the late Clarence)
Thacker; a cousin, Bernice Sellers; and several
nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his wife,
Marilyn; his parents, two sisters; Marcella (Alex)
DeGuido and Darlene Hellerman; three
brothers, Robert, Clarence and Lloyd (Eve)
Thacker; and a great granddaughter.

Jerry was a member of the Iron Workers
Union Local 386 in LaSalle for 38 years. Jerry
worked on many buildings in Streator. Jerry also
did welding. He was a member of the Streator
YMCA. Jerry made and enjoyed many
friendships through the years. Jerry was a
member of Holy Trinity Lutheran, Streator.

The Lord gives and the Lord takes away;,
blessed be the name of the Lord. We give
thanks to God our Father through Jesus Christ,
our Lord for our brother, Jerry.

“CATechism Corner”

It's December
already. Time marches on
and waits for no one.
December can be an active
month. Take time to eat
right, exercise, and above all
- get enough sleep. Cat
naps are a real thing and
they are good for you. On with our cat-analysis
of the 10 commandments.

Commandments 9 and 10 deal with
coveting. “You shall not covet your
neighbor’s house.” And “You shall not
covet your neighbor’s wife, manservant,
maidservant, ox, donkey, or anything that
belongs to your neighbor.”

We don't use the word “covet” much.
Although we practice it regularly. Coveting
means to have a sinful desire for something.

It's not wrong to want things. It is wrong when
you think you HAVE to have it. Think greed.
Think envy. Those words describe coveting.
Advertising is designed to make you covet. |
never wanted that fancy cat food until | saw it on
TV. Then, all of the sudden, | really want that.
Weird. Coveting is dangerous because it's in
your heart and mind. It's a desire. It starts
small and snowballs. It leads to jealous, envy,
lust, stealing, adultery, even murder — all
starting with sinful desire.

~ The flipside of coveting is contentment
and generosity. You are to be content with
what you have. That's a challenge. Make that
choice! We all have more than we need.
Jesus is your Savior not your stuff. Look for
ways to downsize, share, and be at peace with
what you have. Don't set out food for your
neighbor’s pets. Us cats are easily led astray
by good food. [I've seen it happen. I've had
friends go through multiple owners because the
cat goes to the house with the best cat food.
Not cool. Don’t encourage that. Guard your
heart and mind this holiday season with the
Word of the Lord. Have a great Christmas.
Don't put a sweater on your cat. It's
embarassing.

Be Kind,
Sammy and Monroe



