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Thanksgiving Day Service
Thursday, Nov. 24", at 9 a.m.

At Holy Trinity

Advent Worshi

Wednesdays at 6 p.m.
November 30, December 7, 14

Theme: “Lord, Help Us to Wait”

Soup served from 5§ — 5:30 p.m.

Hol Trinit Website
www.holytrinitystreator.org

Please visit our church website for current
information including the Ambassador and
Preschool Newsletter. Listen to sermons
On-line. Click the “Hear the Word” tab.

Preschool Nut Sale
The nut sale is over. Be watching for pick up
information. Thank you for supporting our
preschool with your orders

- Kroger Rewards Cards
Thank you.to our 41 households
participating in the Kroger Rewards program.
Our supporters who shopped the 3™ quarter
have contributed to the $136.74 donation to
Holy Trinity. Our total so far this year is -

'$426.67. This is done by registering and

scanning your Kroger Plus Card. How do |
sign up? See last page of Ambassador.

Salvation Army Red Kettle Campaign
Volunteers needed to ring bells from
November 19% - December 24,
Volunteer hours are:
9 a.m. - 7 p.m. at Kroger's,
9 a.m. - 6 p.m. at Walgreen's
9 a.m. — 7 p.m. at Walmart.
Please call 815-672-2746 or email at:
Judy.Booze @ USC.salvationarmy.org with
days and times you're available.
On November 215 the “Register to
Ring” website will be open. Through that
portal you can look at available times, dates
and sign up on line to ring bells.
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Ponderings in the Pasture - Pastor Gutz
(Adapted from a sermon by Rev. David Petersen)

Why do people want to boast about what they've done? They want to be noticed. They want
attention. It's better when someone else sings your praises, but what if they don’t? What if no one
notices? What if no one notices how hard you've worked, how busy you are, how clever you were?
If | don't talk about myself, who will?

The negative version of bragging is complaining. The complainer would be happier if
someone else noticed his hardships and commented on them. But if no one notices the complainer
has to say something. He has to speak. He has to tell what he has been through and endured.

Both those who brag and those who complain want attention. They are afraid they will not be noticed.
in the parable about the Pharisee and the tax collector (Luke 18:9-14), the Pharisee wants to
be noticed. He wants attention. He boasts. He brags. He has disciplined himself. He has
denied himself various pleasures. He has sacrificed and done without. He fasts twice a week. He
gives 10 percent of his income to the church. Thousands of churches would love to have a member

like him. All he wants is for God to say, “Good job.” That's all he wants. But. ... God is not
impressed. God is not impressed. Churches would be. Other people would be. But God is not
impressed.

God is never impressed with the works of people. He isn’t. It doesn’t matter how good you've
been, what great things you've done. It's not enough. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a
broken and contrite O God you will not despise. (Ps. 51:17)

If your works do not impress God, neither do your hardships. Everyone's life is hard.
Everyone hurts. Everyone struggles. Everyone has a broken heart in some way. Some people deny
it. Some people hide it or think it is none of your business. But no one gets through this life without
some heartaches and scars. No one. No one is free of doubt, regret, or sorrow.

Don't think that you work harder, are busier, or are smarter than others. Don't think that your
life has been more difficult, that you have suffered more. The Word of God would remind you to get
over yourself. Repent. If you hear this parable and think to yourself — “I'm glad I'm not like that self-
righteous Pharisee” - what have you just done? You've become the self-righteous Pharisee!
Bragging and complaining are twin symptoms of pride. Pride is the way of death.

So what would God have you do? What'’s the tax collector do? He felt so ashamed of his
sins that they only thing he could say was, “God, have mercy on me, a sinner.” No excusés. No
self-justification. No blaming others. Simply taking ownership of his failure and asking for mercy. |
was wrong.

That's what God would have you do. You have been proud. You have been jealous. You
have been angry with God. Repent and throw yourself upon God'’s mercy. You have no right to it.
You don't deserve it. But your sins are not worse than the tax collectors and he went home justified
- forgiven, by the grace of God in Christ Jesus. So also do you. God is merciful.

God is not impressed with your good works or your hardships, but He is deeply in love with
you. The tax collector received mercy from God, not because he deserved it, tried hard, or because it
was his turn. He received mercy because God is merciful and sent His Son as the payment for our
sins. Boast that you are forgiven:

You don’t have a great story about becoming a Christian? Don't worry about it. Boast in the
Lord. You are forgiven. You haven't piled up riches and honors, you are unknown outside your own
family, other people find you quite average maybe even dull? Don't worry about it. Boast in the Lord.
You are forgiven. You haven't done great things for the kingdom, you haven't converted scores of
people, and your house is in disrepair? Fear not. You are forgiven. Boast in the Lord. You are
forgiven. You don’t need fame and fortune. You go home justified. That is what matters. Jesus
loves you. You are not insignificant in heaven. You are the cause of angels rejoicing. Repent and
boast in the Lord that you are forgiven.
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Ponderings in the Pasture - Pastor Gutz
(Adapted from a sermon by Rev. David Petersen)
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attention. It's better when someone else sings your praises, but what if they don’t? What if no one
notices? What if no one notices how hard you've worked, how busy you are, how clever you were?
If | don't talk about myself, who will?

The negative version of bragging is complaining. The complainer would be happier if
someone else noticed his hardships and commented on them. But if no one notices the complainer
has to say something. He has to speak. He has to tell what he has been through and endured.

Both those who brag and those who complain want attention. They are afraid they will not be noticed.
in the parable about the Pharisee and the tax collector (Luke 18:9-14), the Pharisee wants to
be noticed. He wants attention. He boasts. He brags. He has disciplined himself. He has
denied himself various pleasures. He has sacrificed and done without. He fasts twice a week. He
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impressed. God is not impressed. Churches would be. Other people would be. But God is not
impressed.

God is never impressed with the works of people. He isn’t. It doesn’t matter how good you've
been, what great things you've done. It's not enough. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a
broken and contrite O God you will not despise. (Ps. 51:17)

If your works do not impress God, neither do your hardships. Everyone's life is hard.
Everyone hurts. Everyone struggles. Everyone has a broken heart in some way. Some people deny
it. Some people hide it or think it is none of your business. But no one gets through this life without
some heartaches and scars. No one. No one is free of doubt, regret, or sorrow.
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righteous Pharisee” - what have you just done? You've become the self-righteous Pharisee!
Bragging and complaining are twin symptoms of pride. Pride is the way of death.

So what would God have you do? What'’s the tax collector do? He felt so ashamed of his
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self-justification. No blaming others. Simply taking ownership of his failure and asking for mercy. |
was wrong.

That's what God would have you do. You have been proud. You have been jealous. You
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Church Council tin
September 27, 2022

Present: J. Zavada, M. Peters, D. Gotch,
T. Stortz, J. Bedeker, R. Kochis,
L. Poundstone, V. McCollum and Pastor Gutz.

TREASURER’S REPORT:

Preschool balance sheet is positive. Church
contributions were about average for August.
Income and expenses are at break even.

Church Properties:
A bid for snow removal was received. The
parsonage fence has been replaced.

Board of Education:

Enroliment is 32 students with potential of 4
new students to begin in January. Bible story
curriculum has been purchased from
Concordia Publishing House. New classroom
tables have been ordered. Nut and candy sale
is in progress. Field trips for the year are being
planned. Streator Public Library has offered to
bring programming to the preschool.
Preliminary work on the pre-school budget has
begun. Catechism class and Adult Bible
classes have all resumed.

Elders:

Pastoral activities for 8/10-9/12 were reviewed.

Pastor attended Lutheran Haven's quarterly
meeting. Pastor led an in-service training for
the preschool staff on August 30t. CD
operators are needed. Volunteers for October
were assigned.

Parish Activities:

Two cradle rolls and one sympathy card was
sent. Board will serve refreshments at the
October 16t Voters Meeting and 5" Sunday
Fellowship on October 30t.

Old Business:

The proposed budget was reviewed and
discussed. Adjustments to the 2023 church
budget were discussed and approved.

New Business:
Susie Bedeker will replace Tracy Stortz as
Board of Education representative.

Voters Meetin
October 16, 2022
Resuilts of Oct. 16 Voters Meeting.
35 voters approved the 2023 budget
unanimously. Thanks to all who participated
and to the Board of Parish Activities for
providing refreshments.

Serving in November

Elders
Sunday — Mike Peters, Frank Sass
Saturday — Randy Kochis, Jeff McMullen

Ushers
Rick Lesak, Steve Lightle

Altar Guild
Saturday — John & Susie Bedeker
Sunday Sandy Gutz

Looking for some Christmas gifts to
encourage growth in faith?

The Lutheran Study Bible — $40 & $45
Bible Covers - $17

Book of Concord — Readers Edition - $25
Faith Alive Student Bible - $28

The Real Story of Creation - $5 (youth)

The Real Story of the Flood - $5 (youth)

A Child’s Garden of Bible Stories - $14
Hope for Hurting Singles — by Jack Zavada, $15

Available copies in the church office.

be UOGO
b
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Remember Our Veteran’s
Veteran’s Day — November 11t
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Married

Linda Poundstone and John Jenkins
October 8, 2022

For Your Prayers
Members in Bold (requested by)

Ed Beardsley
Gary Brandenburg (Matthew Brandenburg)
Marian Carpenter
Nancy Centko
Bob Cross
Laura Johnston (Nancy Hepner)
Roberta Koral
Fahim Matachi (Mike Sass)
Tracy Morgan
Lance Moritz
Mary Lou Rubis
Carol Sass
George Tibbles
Lutheran Heritage Foundation

Rev. Dr. Quintin Cundiff and family, Riga Latvia

If you have placed a name on the prayer list
please keep the Church Office updated on
their status.

Turn clocks back 1 hour Saturday,

November 5t,

Preschool

The theme for the month of November will
be Community Helpers.

Our November Bible Stories will be:
“The Tabemnacle"

“Gideon wins the battle”

“David the Singing Shepherd”.

Bible memory verse: “Lord teach us to pray”
Luke 11:1

Nut Sales have ended. We'll let you know
when they’re ready for pick up.

Parent/Teacher Conferences will be held on
Monday, Nov. 215t & Tuesday, Nov. 22,

Thanksgiving will be here soon. Please enjoy
this time with family and reflect on God’s
blessings in your life.

Dates to Remember: _
Nov. 8 No School Election Day

Nov. 215t& 22 No School P/T Conferences
Nov. 23-25 No School — Thanksgiving Break
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Hitting the ground running

September certainly flew by!
Quintin began teaching on Tuesday and Thursday
evenings to his students across Europe and parts of Asia
and Africa. He continues to work as part of the committee
for student recruitment, which, of course, will function
year-round.

Lindsay has trained with Connie, the previous Eurasia newsletter editor, in order to take over that
position. There are currently 15 missionaries in the region — a lot of newsletters to look over each
month! She also trained to monitor the Luther Academy English stream students’ assignments for
plagiarism. This is very important as it helps to cement the academic integrity of the school. Lindsay
is involved with a local women's social and charity club, and with Christmas season quickly approac
hing, will be busy with that, as well!

Quintin and Lindsay are both taking Latvian lessons twice weekly — their heads are typically
spinning by the end of those hour-long sessions, but they are making good progress with
vocabulary and noun declensions so far.

Carter is doing well in school and has made several new friends. He is learning Latvian and
French in school, among the other essential subjects!

The family is working toward visas in order to remain in Latvia for the foreseeable future. This would
be impossible without the generous assistance of Mara with Latvijas evangéliski luteriska baznica,
the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church. Prayers are appreciated while we endure the process.
The weather is far cooler than it was in August when we first arrived.

At the beginning of September, the sun would set around 8:20 pm, but now, at the end of the
month, it is setting at about 7:00 pm.

It is quite interesting to learn that many of the Christians you will meet in Riga are first-
generation Christians. In other words, they are converts to Christianity, with many of them having
family members who are unbelievers or even pagans.

This means that there are many people here who need to hear the Gospel. We have been
intentional in getting to know people here in Latvia and building relationships with them that might
open the door to evangelism.

One such place where | am doing this is in the local Warhammer group. If you know me, you know
how much | love my hobby. It is a great joy for me.

As the other players ask me about who | am and why | am here, | have had many
opportunities to share the Gospel and there are some who are particularly interested in learmning
more.

Please pray for the Lord to bless this work of sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ with all who
do not yet know him! - Quintin

You can follow our Facebook page “The Cundiffs in Latvia” for more stories of our travels.

You are my God, and | will give thanks to you;
You are my God; | will extol you.
Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;
For his steadfast love endures forever!
Psalm 118:28-29
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Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
Kroger Fundraiser Program

TO USE THE KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS PROGRAM:

Here is the link and instructions:

Simply register online at kro ercommunit rewards.com

Be sure to have your Kroger Plus card handy and register your card with your organization
after you sign up.

If you do not yet have a Kroger Plus card, they are available at the customer service desk at
any Kroger.

Click on Sign In/Register

Most participants are new online customers, so they must click on SIGN UP TODAY in the
‘New Customer?' box.

Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by entering zip code, clicking on favorite store,
entering your email address and creating a password, agreeing to the terms and conditions.
You will then get a message to check your email inbox and click on the link within the body of
the email.

Click on My Account and use your email address and password to proceed to the next step.
Click on Edit Kroger Community Rewards information and input your Kroger Plus card
number.

Update or confirm your information.

Enter NPO (Non-Profit Organization) number or name of organization, select organization
from list and click on confirm.

Holy Trinity’s number is SG181.

To verify you are enrolled correctly, you will see your organization’s name on the right side of
your information page.

REMEMBER, purchases will not count for your group until after your member(s) register their
card(s).

Do you use your phone number at the register? Call 800-576-4377, select option 4 to get
your Kroger Plus card number.

Members must swipe their registered Kroger Plus card or use the phone number that is
related to their registered Kroger Plus card when shopping for each purchase to count.

Thank you,

Suzy,

Parish Secretary
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Thanksgiving Day Service
Thursday, Nov. 24", at 9 a.m.

At Holy Trinity

Advent Worshi

Wednesdays at 6 p.m.
November 30, December 7, 14

Theme: “Lord, Help Us to Wait”

Soup served from 5§ — 5:30 p.m.

Hol Trinit Website
www.holytrinitystreator.org

Please visit our church website for current
information including the Ambassador and
Preschool Newsletter. Listen to sermons
On-line. Click the “Hear the Word” tab.

Preschool Nut Sale
The nut sale is over. Be watching for pick up
information. Thank you for supporting our
preschool with your orders

- Kroger Rewards Cards
Thank you.to our 41 households
participating in the Kroger Rewards program.
Our supporters who shopped the 3™ quarter
have contributed to the $136.74 donation to
Holy Trinity. Our total so far this year is -

'$426.67. This is done by registering and

scanning your Kroger Plus Card. How do |
sign up? See last page of Ambassador.

Salvation Army Red Kettle Campaign
Volunteers needed to ring bells from
November 19% - December 24,
Volunteer hours are:
9 a.m. - 7 p.m. at Kroger's,
9 a.m. - 6 p.m. at Walgreen's
9 a.m. — 7 p.m. at Walmart.
Please call 815-672-2746 or email at:
Judy.Booze @ USC.salvationarmy.org with
days and times you're available.
On November 215 the “Register to
Ring” website will be open. Through that
portal you can look at available times, dates
and sign up on line to ring bells.
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