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Lord’s Prayer Bible Study 
Two Mondays - August 5th & 12th

7 – 8 p.m. 
In the Green Room 

Please join us. 

Old #3 Summer Church Service 
Sunday, August 25th at 7:30 a.m. 

Regular Divine service times at Holy Trinity 
Sat. 5 p.m. & Sun. 9 a.m. 

Please join us. 

Lutheran Heritage Foundation 
Rev. Dr. Matthew Heise, LHF Director, is 

grateful for our regular monthly support.  He 
sends well wishes and God’s blessings for our 

congregation and members throughout the 
summer. 

LHF along with Missionary Rev. Jacob 
Gaugert, (TIM – Together in Mission) are the 

two mission projects Holy Trinity supports 
through their mission offerings.   

Preschool 
Parent/Child Orientation Day 

Friday, August 23rd between  
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. In the Fellowship Hall 

This is the time to see the classroom, take 
pictures and pick up needed information. 

Little Caterpillars 
Early Learning Group 

The purpose of this class is to foster an early 
love of learning in a creative and structured 
environment.  It will helps with socialization 
and motor skills, as well as exposing them to 
what they will learn in preschool.  This class 

provides a structured way for 
parents/guardians to learn with their child.  We 
will meet on Thursday’s 9:30 – 11am beginning 

Sept. 5th at Holy Trinity.  Cost is $25 per 
month.  For registration and questions please 

call 815-672-2393 

Kroger Rewards Cards 
We have 39 households participating in the 

Kroger Rewards program. Our supporters who 
shopped the 2nd quarter have contributed to the 

$137.97 donation to Holy Trinity. Our total so 
far this year is $279.58. This is done by 

registering and scanning your Kroger Plus 
Card.   



Ponderings in the Pasture - Pastor Gutz  

Throughout the Bible, from the 
beginning to end, from Genesis to Revelation 
God desires to bless His people.   

It says about Adam and Eve, “And God 
blessed them.”(1:28) 

It says about Noah, “And God blessed 
Noah and his sons . . . “(9:1) 

It says about Abraham, “. . . and I will 
bless you and make your name great, so that 
you will be a blessing.”(12:1) 

Aaron is instructed to place God’s 
blessing upon the people of Israel.   

“The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 
“Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus 
you shall bless the people of Israel: you 
shall say to them, The LORD bless you and 
keep you; the LORD make his face to shine 
upon you and be gracious to you; the LORD 
lift up his countenance upon you and give 
you peace. “So shall they put my name 
upon the people of Israel, and I will bless 
them.” Numbers 6:22–27 

God’s desire to bless his people is found 
woven throughout the Psalms.  “O Give 
thanks unto the Lord for He is good and His 
mercy endures forever.” Psalm 136

The theme of God’s love and blessing 
continues throughout the New Testament, “For 
God so loved the world, that he gave his 
one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him should not perish but should have 
eternal life. John 3:16 

St. Paul wrote to the Christians in 
Rome, “. . . but God shows his love for us in 
that while we were still sinners, Christ died 
for us.” Romans 5:8

He wrote to the Christians in Ephesus, 
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ 
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places.” Eph. 1:3 

From Genesis to Revelation, God 
desires to bless His people and desires the 
best for them.  That truth - that Good News - 
security is the basis for praying.  The 
foundation, the basis, the support that prayer is 
built upon is the truth of who God is for you in  

Jesus Christ.    
“If you then, who are evil, know how 

to give good gifts to your children, how 
much more will the heavenly Father give 
the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” Luke 
11:13 

What do we need the Holy Spirit for?  
He is the one who works faith in our hearts 
through the Word and promises of God.  He’s 
the one who calls, gathers, and enlightens us 
through the Gospel.  We need faith when we 
pray.  Why?  Because God often does not 
answer our prayers the way we think He 
should.  We pray for healing and the person 
gets worse or even dies.  We pray for a 
resolution to a problem and it doesn’t happen.  
We pray for help and it seems to go 
unanswered.  

When God does not answer our prayers 
the way we think He should, it is tempting to 
believe that God is angry with us, doesn’t care, 
or is out to get us.  But that’s not true is it?  
Remember how Bible passage after Bible 
passage speaks of God’s desire to bless His 
people.   

That means if I pray for something and 
don’t get it - even if I think it’s really good - God 
knows better.  He wants nothing but the best 
for me.  That sets us free to be bold and 
courageous in praying.  We don’t pray for too 
much, we pray for too little.   

Jesus teaches the point of praying is to 
receive God=s gifts: And I tell you ask, and it 
will be given to you; seek, and you will find; 
knock, and it will be opened to you.  For 
everyone who asks receives, and the one who 
seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will 
be opened.  

We don=t need prayer to wear God 
down.  We don’t need to inform Him of our 
plight as if He didn=t know.  Jesus gives us His 
own prayer so that we can use it and our faith 
in Him to receive the good things that He has 
promised to give us.  He is not reluctant to 
give.  We are reluctant to ask.   

Pray daily for the Holy Spirit.  He will 
work in your heart to trust in the mercy and 
love of our God who has sent His Son for you! 



Church Council Meeting
June 25, 2019 

M. Peters, J. Zavada, D. Gotch, M. Kovach,  
B. Lentman, R. Kochis, M. Johnston,  
V. McCollum and Pastor Gutz. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Treasurers Report: Overall church offerings 
are meeting expenses.     
Church Properties: Zavada bid for concrete 
work was accepted however Zavada will be 
unable to complete the work this year.
Board of Education: Enrollment for the fall 
discussed.  Parent surveys were favorable. 
Back to school picnic will be held August 22.  
Mary Moritz volunteered to serve another term 
to fill board vacancy.  
Elders Report:  Volunteers to serve in July 
were assigned. Committee reviewed Pastoral 
activity for 5/15-6/11. Pastor Gutz attended the 
Lutheran Haven Board meeting and the 
Lutheran Heritage Board meeting. He attended 
the installation of Rev. Daniel Murray and of 
Rev. Jeremy Heilman. Pastor gave opening 
and closing prayers at the Memorial Day 
ceremony. Pastor performed one funeral and 
one baptism. 
Parish Activities:  One cradle roll and one 
baptism were acknowledged.  Church picnic 
attended by 50 people. Extra barbecue and 
desserts were taken to the Streator Fire 
Department. 
Old Business:  Voting for the synodical 
president was completed. 
New Business: Church wheel chair is in need 
of repair.  Randy Kochis will make a 
temporary repair.  Church is seeking a 
donation of a wheel chair. 

Serving 
But whoever would be great among you must 
be your servant, and whoever would be first 
among you must be your slave, even as the 

Son of Man came not to be served but to 
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for  

many.”  Matthew 20:26-28 

Church Council Meeting 
July 9, 2019 

M. Peters, J. Zavada, M. Kovach, B. Lentman, 
R. Kochis, M. Johnston, V. McCollum and 
Pastor Gutz. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Church Properties: Questions regarding 
Zavada bid remaining the same if completed 
next year.  Mike Peters will ask Jeff Zavada if 
the bid will still stand for next year and 
possibility of job being completed this year.
Board of Education: Number of pre-
registered students reported.    
Elders Report:  Volunteers to serve in August 
were assigned. Committee reviewed Pastoral 
activity for 6/12-7/9. Pastor Gutz concluded the 
mini confirmation instruction. He is providing 
time prior to Sunday service for students to 
complete memory work.  July 28th service at 
Old #3.  Pastor and Sandy will chaperone 3 
youth at Higher Things Conference. Rev. Bill 
Jensen will fill in for Pastor Gutz July 13 and 
14.  Elders approved the purchase of 200 hard 
cover Bibles for the church pews at a cost of 
$10 each. Parishioners will have the 
opportunity to contribute to this purchase.   
Parish Activities:  One cradle roll was done.  
September 29th will be Fifth Sunday 
Fellowship. 
Old Business:  Rev. Matthew Harrison was 
re-elected President of the Synod and will 
preside over the Synodical Conference in 
Tampa Florida July 19-25. 
New Business: Question asked about the 
status of the wheel chair repair.   

Final Word 
But grow in the grace and knowledge of our 

Lord and savior Jesus Christ.  To him be the 
glory both now and to the day of eternity.  

Amen.  2 Peter 3:18 



Remember to pray for our shut-in 
members, those sick & hospitalized: 

Bill Andree  George Plesko 

Bryan Donner John Repko 

Ruth Harlow Charles & Ruth 
Rinkenberger 

Dirk Hoekstra Mary Lou Rubis 

Donna Murphy George Tibbles 

Louise Novotney Anne Yednock 

Serving in August 

Elders 
Saturday – Randy Kochis, Jeff McMullen, 

Sunday –Eric Harcharik, Travis Quick 

Ushers 
Rick Lesak, Steve Lightle, 

Larry Runyon 

Greeters 
Jim & Linda Poundstone 

Altar Guild 
Saturday – Greg & Barb Lentman  
Sunday – Travis & Renelda Quick   

+ Jeannette B. Viets + 

Our Savior Jesus Christ has destroyed 
death and brought life and immortality to 
light through the Gospel.  Let us remember 
with thanksgiving what God has done 
through His servant Jeannette Viets. 

Jeannette was born December 24, 1932 in 
Pattonsburg, IL.  She was the daughter of 
Reuben and Matilda (Eigsti) Egli.  
Jeannette was made a child of God through 
the waters of Holy Baptism. She was 
confirmed on February 12, 1961.  Jeannette 
married Marvin Viets on November 3, 1956 
in Varna, IL.  He survives.  On 
Wednesday, June 26, Jeanette at the age of 
86 years fell asleep in Jesus.  

Jeannette is survived by her husband, 
Marvin of Minonk, one son, Dwayne Viets of 
Peoria; one daughter, Lori (Tracy) Marshall 
of Minonk, two grandsons, Bradley 
(Bethany) Marshall of Eureka and Tyler 
Marshall of Bloomington: two great-
granddaughters, Taylor Jeannette Marshall 
and Brooklyn Jo Marshall both of Eureka; 
and two sisters-in-law, Shirley Egli of 
Metamora and Marilyn Egli of Princeton.  

She was preceded in death by her parents, 
five brothers, Walter, Chris, Ben, Glen, John 
and two sisters Emma Monk and Mary 
Bennett.  

Jeannette and her husband farmed in the 
Varna and Wenona area for 40 years, 
retiring in 1996.  She was a member of Holy 
Trinity Lutheran Church in Streator and a 
member of the Church Quilting Group for 
many years. 

The Lord gives and the Lord takes away; 
blessed be the name of the Lord.  We give 
thanks to God our Father through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord for our sister Jeannette. 

For the Record

Asleep in Jesus:
Jeannette Viets 
June 26, 2019 



HOLY TRINITY HEALTH MINISTRIES 
Jacqueline Girard, RN, MSN, PN 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 Psalm 55:6-8, “I said, ‘Oh, that I had the 
wings of a dove!   I would fly away and be at 
rest.  I would flee far away and stay in the 
desert; I would hurry to my place of shelter, far 
from the tempest and storm.’” (NIV)  Rest is a 
good thing!  Obligations, commitments, jobs 
all pull at us from all directions on a daily basis.  
Rest is also good for our health. 
 Studies seem to confirm that:  1. Time 
out reduces stress.  2. Time out gives you a 
chance to move.  3. Completely divesting from 
your work on a regular basis reduces 
inflammation and the risk of heart disease.   
4. Getting away from work boosts your immune 
system.  5. Speaking of sleep, you'll do it 
better during time out of work.  6. Your active 
time off adds years to your life.  7. Taking 
regular time away from work restores mental 
energy.  8. When you take out time for 
yourself, you're more creative.  9. You're also 
more productive when you take time out from 
work.  10. You'll focus better at work if you 
take your weekly rejuvenation time.  11. Your 
day off improve short-term memory.  12. With 
regular time away from work, you might even 
love your job again (this does not apply to me; I 
have always loved my job)!  Studies are 
studies, but I do know I feel better after taking 
a break from routine. 
 Matthew 11:28-30, “Come to me, all 
who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke 
is easy, and my burden is light.” (ESV)  I 
would suggest for you to CONSCIOUSLY 
make the commitment to step away from 
routine.  God has given us so many gifts to 
enjoy.  For me, July has been about a few 
extra days off to be silly and play with the 
grandbabies before they’re too old to play and 
be silly with Grammy.  There is no better gift 
than the wide-eyed wonder and laughter of a 
child (or four).  Rest my friends; it’s awesome! 

We will have our Parish Nurse Clinic on August 
25th (I still have more rest to finish before 
summer is over!).  Hope to see you there. 

Blessings to you and yours, 
Jackie 

Some websites to check out: 
Lutheran Ch. - Missouri Synod www.lcms.org 
Concordia Pub. House - www.cph.org 

Christian Radio www.piratechristianradio.com 
www.kfuoam.org 
www.issuesetc.org 
For singles, widowed, divorced:
www.inspiration-for-singles.com 
Some good blogs: 
www.wmltblog.org 
www.internetmonk.com 
www.patheos.com/blogs/geneveith 
Struggling with porn or media addictions: 
www.setttingcaptivesfree.com 

Our Preschool has a Facebook page.  Stop by 
and like us.  Check out our church’s web page
www.holytrinitystreator.org   

Hope for Hurting Singles 

By Jack Zavada 

We have several copies in the 
church office for sale $10.99. 

Stop in and check it out. 



Higher Things 2019 - July 16-19 

There were four regional Higher Thing 
Conferences.  We attended the one at 
Concordia University, Mequon, WI, on the 
north side of Milwaukee.  The theme of the 
conference was “Concordia.”  There were 
about 1000 high school youth and chaperones 
in attendance.  We had 3 youth attend.  Abby 
and Ben had attended last year.  Richard was 
a first time attender.  Here’s what they had to 
say: 

Abby Gutz writes, “The Higher Things 
conference we attended this year was at the 
Concordia University in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
It was a large campus with a beautiful view of 
Lake Michigan right outside of your dorm 
windows. There was a total of six breakout 
sessions, with various topics. My favorite 
session was titled, "Not Letting The Zombie 
Apocalypse Get You Down," by Rev. Jonathan 
Fisk.  

I joined the choir again, and it was great! 
The organist was also the choir director, and 
she was an amazingly talented woman. After 
chapel and the breakout sessions we'd have a 
couple hours of free time, which was always 
the most fun part. Whether you were doing a 
game of volleyball or a random game of Go-
Fish, it was refreshing to be surrounded by 
other kids with the same values and beliefs as 
you.  

Ben Donner writes: This Higher Things 
for me, was the best overall experience 
because, I learned a lot and I had a really good 
time. I especially liked one specific breakaway 
class, because the person talked about what 
heaven would be like and the resurrection. The 
rooms were unique because in my room there 
were three bunk beds, but with only top bunks. 
It was still a great experience and I am glad 
that I went because I learned a lot. This, by far, 
was the best Higher Things in my personal 
opinion. 

Richard Harcharik writes: Higher 
Things 2019 was a fun and interesting 
experience. I was there for four days.  I left on 
a Tuesday and came back on a Friday. During 
this time I went to breakout sessions and 
preliminary sessions and church services and 
breakout sessions. I found the breakout 
sessions to be interesting and enjoyable. 
Everyone there slept in college dorms.  Some 
of the dorms had air conditioning some did not. 
You go to church services three times a day 
one in the morning afternoon and end of the 
day. They are all 30 minutes each except for 
the opening service on the first day and the 
ending service on the last day those are about 
an hour. Breakfast lunch and dinner are 
provided.  It was fun experience that I think 
more people should go to.  

We appreciate the congregation’s 
support of this conference.  We hope and pray 
that your support continues and we can attend 
another Higher Things conference in the future.  

His Steadfast Love Endures Forever 
Psalm 100 - A Psalm for giving thanks. 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! 
Serve the Lord with gladness! Come into his 

presence with singing! Know that the Lord, he 
is God!  It is he who made us, and we are his; 

we are his people, and the sheep of his 
pasture. Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and 

his courts with praise!  Give thanks to him; 
bless his name! For the Lord is good; his 
steadfast love endures forever, and his 

faithfulness to all generations. 


