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Holy Trinity 
Ambassador 

Lent Begins 
Ash Wednesday, March 6th 

March 
2019

Daylight Savings Time Begins 
Sunday, March 10th 

Turn Clocks forward 1 Hour 

Food Drive
The Board of Parish Activities food drive will run 
through the Lenten Season.  Donations will be 

donated to the food pantry.  Place all non-
perishable food items on the stage.  Thank you in 

advance for your donations. 

Holy Trinity Website 
Please visit our church website for current 
information including the Ambassador and 

Preschool Newsletter.  Listen to sermons on-
line. Click the “Hear the Word” tab  

www.holytrinitystreator.org 

The Lord Is My Rock and My Fortress
I love you, O Lord, my strength. The Lord is my 
rock and my fortress and my deliverer, my God, 
my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield, and 

the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. 
Psalm 18:1-2

Lent Services – 6 p.m.

“Jesus’ Words from the Cross”

Ash Wednesday – March 6   
 “Father, forgive them, for they do not 

know what they do.” 

Lent II - March 13 
“Woman, behold your son!  Behold 

your mother!” 

Lent III – March 20 
“Assuredly, I say to you, today you will 

be with Me in Paradise.” 

Lent IV – March 27 
“My God, My God, why have You 

forsaken Me?” 

Lent V – April 3 
“I thirst!” 

Lent VI – April 10 
“It is finished!” & “Father, into Your 

hands I commit My spirit.” 

With the exception of Ash Wednesday, 
there will be a soup supper available 

before worship, from 5-5:30 p.m. 
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Ponderings in the Pasture - Pastor Gutz 

Bad News and Good News 

 On February 18, a meeting was held at 
Trinity Lutheran Church in El Paso, IL led by Rev. 
Heath Curtis.  He is a parish pastor and one of 
our Missouri Synod’s Stewardship 
representatives.  The purpose of the meeting 
was to discuss the future of our church body and 
churches.  My wife and I attended along with Mr. 
Tony Miles and Mrs. Susie Bedeker.  The room 
was packed.  There were over 120 church folks 
from Bloomington/Normal, Chenoa, El Paso, 
Eureka, Roanoke, Varna, Washburn, Wenona, 
and more!  It was a fascinating presentation. 
 The bad news:  Our churches are 
shrinking - across the board - and across all 
denominations.  Much of that is simple math.  
People are having fewer children.  The days of 
the 50’s and 60’s are over.  That trend will 
continue.  Even if every family had a new baby 
next week it would not be enough to reverse the 
current trend.  Group activities are not as popular 
as they were 30 years ago - and that includes 
church groups. 
 The Good News:  Jesus loves and died for 
His Church - that’s the ultimate Good News.  The 
other good news is that our church body has been 
doing better than most at outreach.  Out of the 
120 plus folks that attended that meeting - one - 
third (30%) did not grow up Lutheran.  Lutherans 
- believe it or not - actually share their faith!   
 So where do we go from here?  I hope to 
engage our church leaders in that discussion and 
be intentional in laying out a plan.  How can we 
design our boards and councils to get the work 
done with fewer people?  How does this affect 
Christian education? What intentional plans can 
we make? All things for us to consider.     
 What makes for a healthy church - 
regardless of size?  
Here are some answers -  In a healthy church:   
. . . God’s Word is proclaimed in its truth  
and purity and the Sacraments are rightly 
administered. 

. . . the people of God are active in daily Bible 
reading and prayer (Portals of Prayer, etc.) 
. . . the people of God speak well of their church, 
their pastor, and each other. 
. . . the people of God are faithful in attending 
worship. 
. . . the people of God are faithful and generous in 
financially supporting the work of the church. 
. . . the children of the parish are blessed with a 
Christian education.   
. . . the future of the ministry and mission is 
supported by faithful estate planning. 
. . . the community is welcomed to “Come and 
See.” 
 Each of these statements can be evaluated 
by asking, “What are we doing?”  and “What 
more can we do?”   
 May the Lord assure of who we are that we 
might continue to be a witness to Him where we 
are.  Stay tuned.       

Wouldn’t it be great if we treated our 
Bibles like our cell phones? 

We acted like we could not live without it! 
We used it in case of emergency. 

We turn around to get it when we forget it. 
We gave them to our kids as gifts. 

We flipped through it several times a day. 
We used it when we traveled. 
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Church Council Meeting
February 12, 2019 

Present: J. Zavada, D. Gotch, M. Kovach,  
B. Lentman, R. Kochis, V. McCollum, and  
Pastor Gutz. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Treasurers Report:  Church income was 
sufficient to meet expenditures for 2018.  Line 
items Fire Doors and Trinity Park under Capital 
Improvement will be closed out. Mission giving 
surpassed our goal for 2018. Praise the Lord! 
Church Properties:  Sidewalk repair has 
received bids.  Matter was tabled until the March 
meeting.  One fiberglass panel surrounding the 
south doors is damaged. Installers will be 
contacted for estimate of replacement. Roof leak 
at parsonage needs attention. 
Board of Education: Work on 2019/2020 
Preschool budget has begun.  DCFS visited 
1/15.  Additional information requested has been 
provided.  Awaiting final report.  Preschool 
teacher evaluations have been completed.  
Littles Caterpillars enrollment is at 8 or 9 students. 
Elders:  Volunteers to serve in March were 
assigned.  Lenten service schedule discussed. 
Pastoral activities for 12/12/18-2/12/19 were 
reviewed. Pastor attended Lutheran Haven 
Boards quarterly meeting in January and 
Lutheran Heritage BOD conference call. 
Old Business: Action on potential candidates for 
synodical representatives was explained by 
Pastor Gutz. He provided candidate names and 
recommendations.  Motion made to accept the 
recommended individuals as nominees. Motion 
carried. Pastor and congregational representative, 
Mike Peters are to vote on the election of 
synodical office holders. 

Next Meeting:  March 27 

Preschool 
Our theme this month will be Nursery 

Rhymes. During the month we will work on math 
and science activities to go along with the nursery 
rhymes. At the end of the month we will have a 
Math and Science Fair for you to walk through 
showing the activities that we have done. Look for 
upcoming information on times for this activity. 

March is also the month we celebrate Dr. Seuss. 
We are planning some fun activities for this as 
well. More information coming soon! 

Our Bible stories this month will be “Jesus 
teaches the Disciples to pray”, “Jesus rides into 
Jerusalem”, “The Lord’s supper”, “Jesus in 
Gethsemane”. 

Our Bible memory verse – “For God so loved 
the world that He gave His one and only Son.”  
John 3:16 

Registration continues for the fall. If you have not 
sent your registration in, please do so that you 
may have first choice for next school year. If you 
know of anyone interested in Holy Trinity 
Lutheran Pre-School please have them call or 
stop in.   

Serving in March 
Elders 

Saturday – Tony Miles, Jack Zavada 
Sunday – Eric Harcharik, Frank Sass 

 Ushers 
John Burt, 

Rob Downey, Dan Reynolds 

Greeters 
Barbara Berta, Laureen Young 

Altar Guild 
Saturday – Jeff & Nancy McMullen 
Sunday – Dan & Diana Reynolds 
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HOLY TRINITY HEALTH MINISTRIES 
Jacqueline Girard, RN, MSN, PN 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 Matthew 10:16, “Behold, I am sending you 
out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as 
serpents and innocent as doves.” (ESV)  March 
is Multiple Sclerosis [MS] Education and 
Awareness Month.  A wonderful colleague of 
mine from college was diagnosed with MS shortly 
after we graduated from Illinois Valley Community 
College.  Talented, young, smart, and vibrant 
with an awesome sense of humor, she came to 
my place of work as an agency (temp) nurse a 
couple years after her diagnosis.  She started her 
shift by telling the nurses aids, “Don’t worry, I’m 
not drunk.  I have MS.”  I have a couple different 
perspectives I would like to share with you on this 
subject. 
 First, what is MS?  Multiple sclerosis (MS) 
is a potentially disabling disease of the brain and 
spinal cord (central nervous system).  In MS, the 
immune system attacks the protective sheath 
(myelin) that covers nerve fibers and causes 
communication problems between your brain and 
the rest of your body.  Eventually, the disease 
can cause the nerves themselves to deteriorate or 
become permanently damaged.  The cause of 
MS is unknown.  It's considered an autoimmune 
disease in which the body's immune system 
attacks its own tissues.  In the case of MS, this 
immune system malfunction destroys myelin (the 
fatty substance that coats and protects nerve 
fibers in the brain and spinal cord).  Myelin can 
be compared to the insulation coating on 
electrical wires.  When the protective myelin is 
damaged and nerve fiber is exposed, the 
messages that travel along that nerve may be 
slowed or blocked. The nerve may also become 
damaged itself. It isn't clear why MS develops in 
some people and not others. A combination of 
genetics and environmental factors appears to be 
responsible. 
 So, why did I start with Matthew 10:16?  I 
find it suspicious that, in this rural area, I know 
four people with MS.  In our population in the 
United States of 325.7 million with only 400,000  

cases of MS, I know four.  What are the odds  
(approximately 1 in 814)?  In our farming 
community, pesticides are used to increase our 
crop production.  These same pesticides are 
washed into our water systems with every rain 
and snow.  Pesticides are linked to autoimmune 
disorders (National Institute of Health).  As an 
aging hippie (yep, I own that), I question the 
altruism of chemical companies.  Romans 16:18, 
“For such persons do not serve our Lord Christ, 
but their own appetites, and by smooth talk and 
flattery they deceive the hearts of the naive.” 
(ESV)  Also, as the granddaughter of a farmer 
that worked very hard to care for his family, I 
question how much he was told about the 
chemicals he did use.  These are just thoughts 
for you to consider.  These four people are my 
friends going through a disease process that I 
wish they weren’t going through.  My prayers go 
with them daily, and I ask for you to pray for them 
too. 
 James 5:13, “Is anyone among you 
suffering?  Let him pray.  Is anyone cheerful?  
Let him sing praise.” (ESV) 
 Our blood pressure clinics for March will be 
the 17th and 31st.  I always look forward to seeing 
you. 
Blessings to you and yours, 
Jackie 

Remember to pray for our shut-in 
members, those sick & hospitalized: 

Bill Andree Elvin Quinn 

Bryan Donner John Repko 

Ruth Harlow 
Charles & Ruth 
Rinkenberger 

Dirk Hoekstra Mary Lou Rubis 

Donna Murphy George Tibbles 

Louise Novotney Anne Yednock 

George Plesko 


