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Holy Trinity 
Ambassador 

Good Samaritan Fund 
Thank you to all who helped support the Good 
Samaritan Fund this past year by giving  
$1,500.00 to provide 60 Aldi’s gift certificates to 
those in need. Donations to the Good 
Samaritan Fund are appreciated as we 
continue to help those in need.  

2019 Mission Projects 
In addition to our support of our District 

and Synod we continue support of our 2 
mission projects: TIM and LHF. 
 TIM stands for “Together In Mission.”  
This program is set up through our Synod to 
directly sponsor a particular missionary.  We 
are currently helping to fund a missionary Rev. 
Jacob Gaugert who is a teaching pastors in 
Togo, West Africa.  LHF - stands for “Lutheran 
Heritage Foundation.”  This group works to 
translate specifically Lutheran materials - such 
as the Small Catechism - into other languages 
for use by missionaries and Lutherans in 
foreign countries.  They work with materials 
designed for both children and adults.   
    We are hoping to contribute $7,500 to each 
of these mission projects during 2019. 

Going into the hospital? 
Please let Pastor or the church office know. 

If no one tells us – we don’t know.  Pastor 
does travel out of town for hospital visits as 

time allows. 

February
2019 

Tuesday a.m. Bible Class resumes 
February 5th at 7 a.m. 

Please join us!  

Kroger Rewards Cards 
We have 39 households participating in the 
Kroger Rewards program.  Our supporters 
who shopped the 4th quarter have contributed 
to the $151.28 donation to Holy Trinity. The 
total we received for 2018 is $470.36.  This 
is done by registering and scanning your 
Kroger Plus Card.  How do I sign up?   
See back of calendar. Thank you.

2019 Flower, Candle & Radio 
Broadcast Sign-up Sheet 

To provide the flowers, candles and  
radio broadcast for our divine Service please 

sign up on the list located on the bulletin board 
outside the church office. 

Lent Begins 
Ash Wednesday, March 6th
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Ponderings in the Pasture - Pastor Gutz 

A Great Faith 

(taken from Preaching from the Whole Bible by 
Bo Giertz, 1967, Augsburg, p.26-27) 

There are two people in the Gospels 
who Jesus said had great faith.  No doubt this 
is what people would want most to hear from 
the lips of the Savior.  But so often their 
conceptions about a great faith, a strong, good, 
and true faith, are entirely false.  What does 
Jesus mean by Aa great faith@? 

A great faith believes nothing about 
itself.  That is the first thing we can say with 
certainty.  ALord, I am not worthy to have you 
come under my roof.@  The centurion believed 
that he was a most unworthy sinner.  He was 
an officer.  He had been out in the field and 
had had a rugged life.  His job was full of 
hardships and exertion.  He knew what was 
wrong with himself and what he lacked.  But 
he had respect for the will and command of 
God.  Others could speak for him: Ahe is 
worthy to have you do this for him, for he loves 
our nation, and he built us our synagogue.@
But he does not think of himself in terms of 
greatness.  Neither did the Canaanite woman.  
She thought it perfectly natural to be counted 
among the dogs, who had no right to eat the 
bread of the children.  And yet she was to 
hear from Jesus that she had a great faith.   

A great faith is therefore not a great faith 
in oneself, but it is a faith that believes great 
things about Christ.  The woman continued to 
pray: ALord, help me.@  She knew to whom she 
should turn.  This is what a great faith knows.  
It knows its own weakness, but surmises 
something of the great power of the Savior.  
Therefore it says: AI am not worthy . . . but only 
say the word.  I am receiving the just reward 
of my deeds, but Jesus, think of me.  I have 
not deserved it, but I wait like the little dogs 
under the table, hoping that some crumbs may 
be mine.  Lord, if you will, you can.  Heal my 
daughter, and she will be healed.@

There is still one more thing that marks 
a great faith.  ASay only one word.@  More  

than anything else, it is faith in the word of 
Christ.  It needs this word.  It takes a firm grip 
on his word and holds it fast.  By itself it has 
nothing but mistakes and failures.  It is often 
prone to doubt that there is any faith at all.  
But it is sure that the saying is Aworthy of full 
acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners.  And I am the foremost 
of sinners.@
 A great faith, therefore, can reside in a 
person who feels nothing but weakness in 
himself.  The great faith can say: AI believe; 
help my unbelief.@   When one thinks that he 
has failed in being a Christian, one should 
therefore not seek feelings or wait for victories 
or look for successes to believe in and to 
witness about.  Nor should one dig about in 
one=s heart for the discovery of a strong and 
victorious faith.  A man must be steadfast in 
prayer, constantly go to Jesus anew, await a 
word from his lips, and humble himself under 
the mighty hand of God, Athat in due time he 
may exalt you.@  Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.   

Pray for All People 
1 Timothy 2:1-6 

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be 

made for all people, for kings and all who are in 
high positions, that we may lead a peaceful 

and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way.  
This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of 
God our Savior, who desires all people to be 
saved and to come to the knowledge of the 

truth.  For there is one God, and there is one 
mediator between God and men, the man 

Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom 
for all, which is the testimony given at the 

proper time.
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Preschool

Valentine Parties are scheduled for February 
13th for T/Th class and February 14th for M/W/F 
and Five day. 

This month we will learn about Community 
Helpers and the jobs that they do. We will talk 
about what tools they may need, what they 
may drive and how they do their jobs.  

Our Bible stories this month will be: “Jesus 
welcomes children”, “Jesus stops a storm”, 
“Jesus feeds 5000”, ”Jesus forgives 
Zacchaeus”. 

Our memory verse is “Come follow me and I 
will make you fishers of men.” Mark 1:17 

Registration forms for next school year have 
been sent home. If you have not signed up 
already, please do so to ensure the days you 
would like are available. If you know of anyone 
who may be interested please have them call.  

In case of bad weather: Please turn to our 
local radio station WSPL 1250, the Holy Trinity 
website or our Holy Trinity facebook page for 
information. 

Dates to Remember
Tues., Feb.13 - T/Th           Valentines Party  
Wed., Feb.14 - M/W/F & 5 day   Valentines Party 
Mon., Feb.18 - No School     President’s Day 

Remember to pray for our shut-in 
members, those sick & hospitalized: 

Bill Andree Elvin Quinn 

Bryan Donner John Repko 

Ruth Harlow 
Charles & Ruth 
Rinkenberger

Dirk Hoekstra Mary Lou Rubis 

Donna Murphy George Tibbles 

Louise Novotney Anne Yednock

George Plesko 

Serving in February 

Elders 
Saturday – Randy Kochis, Jeff McMullen, 

Sunday – Tim Kerestes, Mark Lowe  

Ushers 
Rick Lesak,  

Steve Lightle, Larry Runyon 

Greeters 
Janet Hoekstra, Ruth Murray 

Altar Guild 
Saturday – Greg & Barb Lentman  

Sunday – John & Denise Burt 

For the Record 

Baptism: 
Sophie Jo Donahue 

January 27, 2019 

Transferred: 
Rita Woeltje, to 

St.Paul’s Lutheran 
Ft.Worth, TX 
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HOLY TRINITY HEALTH MINISTRIES 
Jacqueline Girard, RN, MSN, PN 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 2 Corinthians 9:7, “Each one must give 
as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly 
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver.” (ESV)  It is my calling, as a healthcare 
provider, to give my knowledge and expertise 
to provide education in healthcare decisions.  
All these years and, God willing, many more to 
come, I have given joyfully.  Watching positive 
outcomes is an awesome gift.  Matthew 11:15, 
“He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” (ESV)  
But not all outcomes are positive. 
 There are times, however, that patients 
choose a different path than expected.  While 
it can be disconcerting, it is the patient’s right 
to choose their own course of action.  Human 
beings are multi-faceted with many things 
contributing to their decision making.  This is 
not a bad thing.  Free will is a gift from God.  
As His children, we have been given the gift to 
choose for ourselves.  We will not always 
choose the right path, but I have faith that He 
provides more guidance than I can.  The point 
of this discussion is:  no matter how much I, or 
other healthcare providers, tell you, you are in 
charge of your healthcare.  Point of fact:  I am 
more guilty than most of you in minimizing the 
advice of my healthcare providers (but we 
won’t go into that!). 
 Recently, I had a patient that I begged 
(and threatened) to see a doctor about his 
abdominal pain.  No matter what my 
approach, he refused to go.  While I did not 
agree with his decision, it was not my decision 
to make.  Ultimately, the hesitation in 
treatment resulted in emergency surgery for a 
perforated bowel with a long course of 
treatment.  Could I have found a different 
approach?  Or could he have listened to my 
recommendations?  It truly does not matter.  I 
gave what I had to give.  He chose what he 
needed to choose.  Perhaps this was a 
teaching moment for both of us.  Bottom line, 
we are all in charge of and responsible for our 
healthcare choices. 

Our blood pressure clinics for February will be 
the 10th and 24th.  I always look forward to 
seeing you. 

Blessings to you and yours, 
Jackie 

Some websites to check out: 
Lutheran Ch. - Missouri Synod www.lcms.org 
Concordia Pub. House - www.cph.org 

Christian Radio www.piratechristianradio.com 
www.kfuoam.org 
www.issuesetc.org 
For singles, widowed, divorced:
www.inspiration-for-singles.com 
Some good blogs: 
www.wmltblog.org 
www.internetmonk.com 
www.patheos.com/blogs/geneveith 
Struggling with porn or media addictions: 
www.setttingcaptivesfree.com 

Our Preschool has a Facebook page.  Stop by 
and like us.  Check out our church’s web page
www.holytrinitystreator.org        

The Way of Love 
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a 

Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or 
boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not 
insist on its own way; it is not irritable or 
resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but 
rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, 
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 
things. Love never ends. 


