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Holy Trinity 

Ambassador 
September 

 2018
Fall Schedule 

Saturday Divine Service – 5 p.m. 
Sunday Divine Service – 9 a.m. 

Preschool 
September 4th & 5th – School begins 

Caterpillars 
September 4th & 6th - begins 

Wednesday School 
September 5th, 4:30 - 5:30 p.m. 

Catechism Instruction for 6th & 7th grade 
Sunday, Sept. 9th, 8 a.m. 

Sunday School & Adult Bible Class 
September 9th, 10:15 - 11:15 a.m. 

Tuesday Morning Bible Class 
September 11th, 7 a.m. 

Choir 
September 12th, 6:45 p.m. 

Fifth Sunday Fellowship 
September 30th, 10:15 a.m. 

Preschool Nut Sale 
It’s that time again!  The annual Preschool 

Nut sale has begun.  Please fill out the form 
with your order located in this month’s 

newsletter and return it to the church office no 
later than noon on Friday, October 5th.   

Sunday Morning Bible Class
Resumes Sunday September 9th at 

10:15.  Our topic - “Law and Gospel.”   

Tuesday Morning Bible Class 
Tuesday morning Bible class resumes 

on September 11th at 7 a.m.  Join us for our 
study and breakfast out afterwards.

Kroger Rewards Cards 
Thank you to our 39 households 

participating in the Kroger Rewards Program.  
Our supporters who shopped the 2nd quarter 
have contributed to the $166.65 donation to 
Holy Trinity.  This is done by registering and 
scanning your Kroger Plus Card.  How do I 

sign up?  See back of calendar.  We have 
a new ID number.  It is updated on the 

information sheet on back calendar.

Confessional Hours 
Next quarterly date is Saturday, Sept. 15th 
from 8 a.m. - 9 a.m. in the church sanctuary.  
Pastor will be available for those who desire to 
make private confession and hear the promise 
of God=s forgiveness personally.  This has 
been a historic, healthy practice for Christian 
people for centuries.  If you have any 
questions or concerns please call Pastor Gutz.  
You can check out the format by looking at 
one of our church hymnals on page 292 of 
Lutheran Service Book.     
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Ponderings in the Pasture - Pastor Gutz  

These thoughts are excerpted from To Live with 
Christ - daily devotions by Bo Giertz, Concordia 
Publishing House, 2008, p.587-588. 

ASubmit to one another out of reverence for 
Christ.@ - Ephesians 5:21 

  The apostle Paul knows that Christians 
live in a world where it is considered natural to 
live in contradiction to God=s will.  He points out 
two forces that almost automatically take charge 
of people and begin to determine their wishes 
and values when they are not determined by 
God: sexuality and money.  Both can be 
received as good gifts from God and be used 
joyfully and as a blessing.  They can also be 
idols, however, from which we expect life=s 
essential content and meaning.  Then they 
have power over us.  They become lust and 
impurity, greed and the worship of things.  
We=re constantly meeting people who defend 
and excuse such things, sometimes disguised 
as Christians.  That=s certain proof that you=re 
dealing with false prophets.  We can=t let 
ourselves be fooled by their arguments, Paul 
says.  These false prophets are disobedient, 
and the wrath of God awaits them. 

Paul continues with a description of the 
Afruit of light@ - from which a new way of living 
emerges that Paul sums up: we submit to one 
another. 

According to the world, submission is 
considered repulsive.  It is considered a 
violation of one’s self and human dignity or a 
threat to live as one desires.  A Christian has 
discovered that it is quite the opposite.  When 
he submits it means exactly what the word 
means in Greek and English: he is under an 
order, and he knows that the order is God=s.  
He finds a place in God=s great work and begins 
to function as God wants him to.  Freedom lies 
in this.  He no longer has to assert himself and 
appear superior.  He=s no longer afraid he won=t 
get what=s coming to him.  He realizes that life 
receives its meaning from God and that there 
are tasks waiting.  He=s sure he=ll be a blessing 
because he=s ready to serve where God puts 
him. 

Someone who doesn’t live in Christ=s 

kingdom cannot understand this.  When he 
hears that you have to submit for Christ=s sake, 
his thoughts go in two directions and they=re 
both wrong.  Either he thinks: What risks do I 
take if I live like this?  Or he thinks:  What do I 
have the right to demand of others if this is the 
right way to live?   A person who belongs to 
Christ however thinks: I thank You, Lord, for 
your good and blessed order, where there’s also 
a place for me. 

Higher Things Recap
 This past July 10 - 13, saw over 800 
Lutheran youth, adults, and pastors, gathered 
together for the Higher Things Conference on 
the campus of SIU in Carbondale, IL.  Ben 
Donner, Abby Gutz attended with Pastor and 
Sandy Gutz serving as chaperones.   
 Here’s what Ben had to say about it:  
“Well, what could I have not liked about Higher 
Things, the rec center, which had all of my 
favorite sports, the cafeteria/food court had 
some really great food.  It was also cool that 
they had you go to three different church 
services a day that was very interesting.  I 
especially thought it was pretty cool they had us 
stay in a college dorm, - that was a great 
experience.  I had such a good time during 
those four days so I don’t think I will forget my 
Higher Things experience.” 
 Abby wrote: There were several organist 
boot camps, and I was able to make it to the last 
one. One thing that I learned from the speaker, 
is that when you play the organ it is more 
important to keep the pulse of the music, then to 
play the exact notes written. Now, this may 
sound odd, but when you sing, it’s easier to sing 
when you have a rhythm to follow.  I joined the 
choir (for the first time!) and it was amazing! 
There were about 40 people, equally split in-
between male and female. The choir instructor 
was also the organist, and he was an amazing 
teacher! It was such a fun opportunity to meet 
new people and to hear what it was like to sing 
with different types of voices. 
 Pastor Gutz: We thank the Lord 
everyone stayed safe and healthy.  It’s amazing 
to be with a large group of Christian teenagers.  
We appreciate the support of the congregation 
for our young people.  Hopefully we can attend 
again in the next year or two. 
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Holy Trinity Choir 
The choir will start up again on Wednesday, 
September 12th at 6:45 p.m. in the choir loft.  

We need voices to praise the Lord with 
gladness. Returning and new choir members 
are needed. Everyone is welcome. Join us!

Preschool 
Welcome back all students!  In Our theme 
for the month of September is all about me 
and the five senses. 

Our Bible verse is “Call to me and I will 
answer you”. Jeremiah 33:3 
A list of Bible stories for the month will be sent 
home when school begins. 
Each week you will receive the Bible story and 
a picture for your child to color. They can 
return it for a sticker if they would like to. 

Open House will be held on September 25th

from 6 – 7:30 p.m.  Everyone is welcome! 

Dates to Remember: 
September 4th & 5th – School begins 

------------------ 

Little Caterpillars 
Early Learning Group 

The purpose of this class is to foster an early 
love of learning.  It helps young children with 
socialization and motor skills, as well as 
expose them to the types of things they will 
learn in preschool.  This class provides a 
structured way for parents/guardians to learn 
with their child.  They meet on Tuesday’s or 
Thursday’s 9:30 – 11am at Holy Trinity 
Lutheran Church.  Start date is September  
4th or 6th.  Cost is $20 per month.  For 
registration and questions please call  
815-672-2393. 

------------------ 

Trinity Park Eagle Scout Project
Tristen Geary, a Sr. at SHS will be improving 

Trinity Park with a new fence and 
benches.  Donations can be made through 

the church office.   

Remember to pray for our shut-in 
members, those sick & hospitalized: 

Bill Andree  George Plesko 

Joan Crouch Elvin Quinn 

Bryan Donner John Repko 

Ruth Harlow Charles & Ruth 
Rinkenberger 

Dirk Hoekstra Mary Lou Rubis 

Donna Murphy George Tibbles 

Louise Novotney Anne Yednock 

Serving in September 

Elders 
Saturday – Tony Miles, Jack Zavada 

Sunday – Mark Lowe, Frank Sass 

Ushers 
John Burt, Rob Downey, 

Dan Reynolds 

Greeters 
Mark & Deb Kovach 

Altar Guild 
Saturday – Jeff & Nancy McMullen  

Sunday – Val McCollum 
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HOLY TRINITY HEALTH MINISTRIES 
Jacqueline Girard, RN, MSN, PN 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 Summer is coming to an end.  It has 
been very busy for me this year, and I have 
missed you!  Is there such a thing as too 
much fun?  I don’t think so!  Our time here is 
so limited, we should “seize the day[s]” as a 
gift from God.  I do, and I hope you do too.  
Psalm 118:24, “This is the day that the Lord 
has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” 
(ESV) 
 September is Healthy Aging Month, but 
we’re going to look at a group that has 
difficulty with healthy aging.  Two months 
before I graduated from high school, our 
troops were brought home from Vietnam (yes, 
I am that old).  Judges 6:12, “When the angel 
of the Lord appeared to Gideon, he said, ‘The 
Lord is with you, mighty warrior.’” (NIV)  Our 
homes and classrooms had been filled with 
horrific images for many years before March 
29, 1973.  Now, as a VA nurse, I am caring 
for many of these brave men and women. 
 Unfortunately, for too many in this 
group of veterans, their service included 
exposure to Agent Orange.  “[Veterans 
Administration] VA has recognized certain 
cancers and other health problems as 
presumptive diseases associated with 
exposure to Agent Orange or other herbicides 
during military service” (US Department of 
Veterans Affairs).  Agent Orange is an 
herbicide and defoliant chemical.  During the 
Vietnam War, up to four million people in 
Vietnam were exposed to the defoliant.  The 
long-term health effects of this exposure to our 
veterans is catastrophic.  It came to mind this 
week during a conversation with a VA doctor.  
We were discussing how sad it is to be losing 
our WWII and Korean veterans (in their 80’s 
and 90’s) primarily from natural causes due to 
age.  The conversation turned to the growing 
group of Vietnam veterans in our care.  We 
acknowledged together that they are truly the 
“sickest” group of our veterans. 

The VA has acknowledged the following 
diseases that can be related to Agent Orange 
exposure:  AL Amyloidosis, Chronic B-cell 
Leukemias, Chloracneor, Diabetes Mellitus 
Type 2, Hodgkin's Disease, Ischemic Heart 
Disease, Multiple Myeloma, Non-Hodgkin's 
Lymphoma, Parkinson's Disease, Peripheral 
Neuropathy, Early-Onset Porphyria Cutanea 
Tarda, Prostate Cancer, Respiratory Cancers, 
and some Soft Tissue Sarcomas.  If this 
describes you, please contact the VA.  There 
are people waiting to help you with health care 
and benefits.  "To care for him who shall have 
borne the battle and for his widow, and his 
orphan (Abraham Lincoln)."  The ‘60s are 
gone.  You are valued and honored as you 
should be and always should have been.  
Deuteronomy 31:6, “Be strong and 
courageous.  Do not fear or be in dread of 
them, for it is the Lord your God who goes 
with you.  He will not leave you or forsake 
you.” (ESV) 
 Our blood pressure clinics for 
September will be the 2nd and 16th.  I always 
look forward to seeing you. 

Blessings to you and yours, 
Jackie 

Holy Trinity Website 
Please visit our church website for current 

information including the  
Ambassador and Preschool newsletter.  

Listen to sermons on-line 
www.holytrinitystreator.org 

On-Line Giving is now available through our 
website – check it out!  More information 

about this will be forthcoming! 


