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Holy Trinity Ambassador 
July 2018

Old #3 Summer Church Service 
Sunday, July 15th at 7:30 a.m. 

Regular service times at Holy Trinity 
Sat. 5 p.m. & Sun. 9 a.m. 

Please join us. 

Rev. Jacob Gaugert at Holy Trinity

Rev. Jacob Gaugert is on furlough from Togo 
and will be preaching at our Divine Service  
only on Sunday, July 22nd.  He will lead  

Q. & A. after the service in the Green room. 

Pastor Gutz will conduct the regular Saturday 
p.m. service and serve as liturgist for Rev. 

Gaugert on Sunday.

Your mission (TIM) offering supports  
Rev. Jacob Gaugert who is teaching at  

the Lutheran seminary in Dapaong, Togo.   

“Dinner and a Show” 
July 25th & 26th from 6-8 p.m. 

We are having a two day family centered 
program.  Pre-K through 5th grade children 

accompanied by an adult to participate.   
Reserve your spot by calling the church office 

815-672-2393 

Voters Meeting Minutes 
June 10, 2018 

Election of officers and board members 
was held.  There were over 40 registered 
voters casting ballots.   

Dave Gotch provided a brief 
explanation of the current financial position of 
the church thanking the congregation for their 
response to the need. 

  Election results were given.  The 
meeting adjourned with prayer.   

Results from the June 10th Election

President: Mike Peters 
Treasurer: Dave Gotch 
Elders: Matt Brandenburg, Mike Peters, 
Frank Sass 
Parish Activities: Denise Burt, Colleen 
Kerestes, Deb Kovach 
Education: Barb Lentman, Tara Longmire
Church Properties: John Burt, Greg Kreier, 
Greg Lentman 

New terms begin July 1. 
We thank those who are completing 

 their terms of service. 
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Ponderings in the Pasture - Pastor Gutz 

 Rev. Jacob Gaugert will be our guest 
preacher on Sunday, July 22.  Pastor 
Gaugert is the missionary we support through 
Together in Mission.  He teaches at a 
seminary in Dapaong,Togo, West Africa.  He 
will speak more about his work after the 
service in the Bible class room (Green room).  
He will NOT be at the Saturday service only 
Sunday a.m.    Please make it a point to 
come and hear about this fascinating work 
that we help support!   
 Jacob grew up in Sullivan, Wis. He 
graduated from Concordia University 
Wisconsin, Mequon, Wis., in 2004 with a 
bachelor’s degree in theological and classical 
languages. He received his M. Div. degree 
from Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort 
Wayne, Ind., in 2010. Before becoming a 
career missionary, Jacob served as a pastor 
at The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Dr. 
Martin Luther (LCMS SELC District) in 
Chicago, Ill., where he was involved with 
urban/cross-cultural mission work.  
 LCMS mission work first began in Togo 
in 1981 when the Rev. Walt DeMoss started 
working in Lokpano, a village two hours 
outside of Dapaong. DeMoss and his wife, 
Helena, along with other LCMS missionary 
families, worked in northern Togo, planting 
churches and training evangelists for nearly 
20 years. To this day, the Christian doctrine 
course they developed based on Scripture 
and the Small Catechism is still in use, helping 
the Togolese understand the Christian faith 
and grapple with the animistic and Muslim 
worldviews that surround them. 
 The work begun by DeMoss and others 
grew, until in the late 1990s it was time to 
establish a more formal program to put in 
place the last piece needed for national 
pastors to be ordained and sent out: a 
theological training center. Located in 
Dapaong, this new center was called the 
Centre Luthérien d’Etudes Théologiques 
(CLET), or the Lutheran Center for 
Theological Studies in English. The first  

Togolese pastors for the young Lutheran  
Church of Togo (ELT) were ordained in 2002.  
 What started as a center to train 
Togolese pastors has since expanded into an 
international partnership between confessional 
Lutheran church bodies across Francophone 
Africa — all the countries in Africa that speak 
French as the national language. Today, men 
from Togo study with men from the Ivory 
Coast, Guinea, the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, Senegal and even from far off 
Burundi. 
 The CLET compound doesn’t look 
much different from other schools in the area. 
But one thing sets it apart: its singular focus 
on teaching men the pure Word of God. 
  “The in-depth theological education is 
the most important thing that takes place 
here,” emphasized the Rev. Souk 
Kombondjar, director of the CLET, “so that the 
students may preach purely the Word of God 
and rightly administer the Sacraments.” 
 The campus itself aids in maintaining 
this focus. The classrooms, offices and chapel 
are arranged around a towering cross in the 
center of the campus. The education is further 
reinforced by a daily schedule that revolves 
around the prayer offices of Matins and 
Vespers, where students find great joy in 
strengthening their practical knowledge of the 
historic liturgy and caring for their future 
congregations through faithful worship 
practices. 
 The LCMS has provided theological 
educators like the Rev.Jacob Gaugert to 
assist in the education of more men who 
would be pastors. CLET is a place that “brings 
men of all ages from throughout Francophone 
Africa to form them and to train them to 
preach the good news of Jesus Christ and 
Him crucified and risen again for our 
salvation.” 
 Rev. Gaugert will speak more about his 
work and answer questions following the 
service.  Join us in Green room to hear more 
about this fascinating work we help support. 
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Church Council Meeting 
May 29, 2018 

Present: M. Peters, J. Zavada, V. McCollum, 
D. Gotch, H. Drysdale, M. Johnston,  
R. Kochis, J. Christensen and Pastor Gutz. 

Committee Reports: 
-Treasurer’s Report:  Preschool is showing 
positive balance. Church income is exceeding 
expenses for the year.  
-Church Properties: Old #3 gas has been 
shut off for the summer. New air conditioner 
was installed in preschool classroom.  
Sealing and striping of parking lot is complete. 
Carpet cleaning is scheduled for June.  Trip 
hazard has developed handicapped entrance 
to church office.  Obtaining estimates for 
repair.  
-Board of Education: Enrollment for the 
2018/19 school year is currently 42.   
Rummage sale raised $621. Closet of Hope in 
Tonica removed the unsold rummage sale 
items. End of year picnic was held May 18th.  
Teachers will attend Concordia Preschool 
Conference in July.  Rummage sale proceeds 
will cover expenses.   
-Elders: Pastor Gutz attended the SELC 
District Convention April 26-27. Edna Bazik 
served as congregation’s representative. 
Pastor Gutz was elected as Western Circuit 
representative to the Board of Directors for 
Lutheran Haven in Oviedo, FL. Term of 
service is three years.  Congregation to incur 
no expenses.  Holy Trinity hosted the North 
Bloomington Circuit Pastor’s meeting.   
-Parish Activities: Two Cradle Roll were 
prepared.  Church picnic to be held June 10th

at noon.   
-New Business:  Wednesday evening Bible 
Study will begin June 6th at 7 p.m.  Topic for 
study is 1 Peter. 

Trinity Park Eagle Scout Project
Tristen Geary, a Sr. at SHS will be improving 

Trinity Park with a new fence and 
benches.  Donations can be made through 

the church office.  He's approx. half-way to his 
fundraising goal of $2000. 

Serving in July 

Elders 
Saturday – Tony Miles, Jack Zavada  
Sunday – Tim Kerestes, Frank Sass 

Ushers 
Bob Barr Jr., David Kochis,  

Pete Pastirik 

Greeters 
Janet Hoekstra, Ruth Murray 

Altar Guild 
Saturday – Nickie Clark, Tracy Stortz  

Sunday – Travis & Renelda Quick

Remember to pray for our shut-in 
members, those sick & hospitalized: 

Bill Andree  Elvin Quinn 

Bryan Donner John Repko 

Ruth Harlow 
Charles & Ruth 
Rinkenberger 

Dirk Hoekstra Mary Lou Rubis 

Donna Murphy George Tibbles 

Louise Novotney Anne Yednock 
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Dinner and a Show 
Wednesday & Thursday - July 25 & 26 

6 - 8 p.m.  
Come for both nights or just one!   
Two different shows and crafts. 

Preschool through 5th grade.  A parent or other responsible adult must 
accompany the student(s). 

A meal will be served, music, crafts, and “a show.”   
 “Dinosaurs and the Bible - What does it say?” 

Call the church office by Sunday, July 22nd, to reserve your spot.  Leave 
a message on the answering machine.   

Tell us the number attending and the ages of the children.   
We look forward to seeing you! 

815 - 672- 2393

Want to be Happier? 

1.  Surf less.  The internet makes everything seem more important than it really is. 

 2.  Turn off the TV.  Studies have shown that people who watch a lot of TV have a              
more negative outlook toward life.

3.  Slow down.  Rushing makes everything worse. 

       4.  Interact.  With friends, neighbors, family, nature…”It is not good for man to be alone.” 

5.  Pray.  Especially the Psalms.  Remember who’s in charge and greater 
than your problems. 


