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Holy Trinity 
Ambassador 

Lent Begins  
Ash Wednesday, February 14th

Good Samaritan Fund 
Holy Trinity had provided assistance to 60 
families last year with $25 gift cards to Aldi’s.  
Donations to the Good Samaritan Fund are 
needed and appreciated as we continue to 
help those in need. Thank you to all who 
support the Good Samaritan Fund. 

February
2018 

2018 Mission Projects 
In addition to our support of our District 

and Synod we continue support of our 2 
mission projects: TIM and LHF. 
 TIM stands for “Together In Mission.”  
This program is set up through our Synod to 
directly sponsor a particular missionary.  We 
are currently helping to fund a missionary Rev. 
Jacob Gaugert who is a teaching pastors in 
Togo, West Africa.  LHF - stands for “Lutheran 
Heritage Foundation.”  This group works to 
translate specifically Lutheran materials - such 
as the Small Catechism - into other languages 
for use by missionaries and Lutherans in 
foreign countries.  They work with materials 
designed for both children and adults.   
    We are hoping to contribute $7,500 to each 
of these mission projects during 2018. 

Preschool Fire Door Fund 
We have received $12,722.20 in donations 
towards the fire door fund. The cost of the 

project is $14, 800 after adding a crash bar to 
fire door. Thank you to all those who have 

given to these upgrades so we can continue 
providing quality Christian education to the 

Streator area preschool-aged children.

Kroger Rewards Cards 
We have 36 households participating in the 
Kroger Rewards program.  Our supporters 
who shopped the 4th quarter have contributed 
to the $168.06 donation to Holy Trinity. The 
total we received for 2017 is $844.53.  This 
is done by registering and scanning your 
Kroger Plus Card.  How do I sign up?   
See back of calendar. Thank you. 

Lent Services – 6 p.m.

“The Seven Deadly Sins”

February 14th - “Gluttony” 

February 21st - “Lust” 

February 28th - “Greed” 

March 7th - “Anger” 

March 14th - “Envy” 

March 21st - “Sloth” 

Maundy Thurs., March 29th - “Pride” 

With the exception of Ash Wednesday, 
there will be a soup supper available 

before worship, from 5-5:30 p.m. 

Please set aside Wednesday evenings 
to join us. 
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Ponderings in the Pasture - Pastor Gutz 

“The Seven Deadly Sins”

Where do we get the “Seven” from? 
 Two monks (of a group loosely known 
as the “Desert Fathers”) are usually named as 
the originators of the first list of capital or 
deadly sins.  Evagrius of Pontus (234-399) 
and John Cassian (360-435) came up with a 
list of eight passions that kept people from 
purity of heart.  Later, Pope Gregory the Great 
(540-604) condensed and shortened the list to 
seven, which have carried on to this day.  The 
order in which they appear can be varied, but 
here’s the list:  Gluttony, Lust, Greed, Anger, 
Envy, Sloth, Pride.   
 “Gregory is clear that what makes the 
Seven so deadly is their generative quality.  
He says things like, “From envy there springs 
hatred, whispering, detraction, exaltation at the 
misfortunes of a neighbor, and affliction at his 
prosperity.  From anger are produced strife, 
swelling of mind, insults, clamor, indignation, 
blasphemies.”  These are “capital” – that is, 
the “head” (Latin: caput) – sins, the cardinal 
sins, the sins that produce more sin.  Their 
seriousness is not so much within themselves 
but in their ability to generate even more 
serious offspring. . . . They are more accurately 
[instead of “deadly”] called the capital or 
cardinal sins, the source, the “head,” the 
necessary first step toward other sin. . . . “And 
right here we discover the peculiar deadliness 
of the Seven.  They are so ordinary, so 
pervasive in human life, all with their roots in 
basic, from-infancy human nature, that we may 
fail to see how terribly they warp our humanity. 
. . . “But the very first thing that we are to do 
with sin is not to point to it in others but rather 
to confess it in ourselves.” (Sinning Like a 
Christian, William H Willimon, 2005) 

How can awareness of the Seven help us? 
In his book The Quest for Holiness, 

Adolf Köberle quotes the theologian Hermann 
Bezzel: “A general repentance is the death of  

repentance” (214). That is, if we are content 
with the confession that we are “poor, 
miserable sinners” (which is true!), but do not 
realize how that general fact shows itself in 
specific and concrete sins, we will soon lose 
the absolute seriousness of our sin before 
God. We do not sin generally, so we cannot 
confess sins generally (although we do 
confess sin generally). To avoid the loss of 
repentance and real confession, we take a 
short time of silence prior to the confession. 
This helps us focus on how our own sinfulness 
has shown itself in specific, sinful thoughts; in 
specific, sinful words; in specific, sinful actions. 
We have actually damaged our relationships 
with God and with others, not generally, but 
specifically. More than that, Jesus’ death and 
resurrection do not only forgive us generally; 
He died for specific sins.” 
 The Lutheran Confessions teach:  In 
genuine conversion a change, new emotion, 
and movement in the intellect, will, and heart 
must take place.  The heart must perceive sin, 
dread God’s wrath, turn from sin, see and 
accept the promise of grace in Christ, have 
good spiritual thoughts, have a Christian 
purpose and diligence, and fight against the 
flesh.  Where none of these things happen or 
are present, there is no true conversion. . . . 
The Holy Spirit desires to work and accomplish 
this conversion and renewal in us.  Through 
preaching and meditation on His Word God 
kindles faith and other godly virtues in us.  
They are the Holy Spirit’s gifts and works 
alone.  Therefore, this teaching directs us to 
the means that the Holy Spirit desires to begin 
and do this. (Solid Declaration Art.II, 70-72)  
 Join us on Wednesday evenings in Lent 
to be refreshed by the Gospel that comes to us 
in the midst of our sin.   

Tuesday a.m. Class Resumes 
February 6th at 7 a.m. 

Please join us!  
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Preschool

Valentine Parties are scheduled for February 
13th for the T/Th class and February 14th for 
M/W/F and Five day classes.  

This month we will learn about health and 
nutrition for humans and for our pets. We will 
also learn how to be safe around pets. We are 
planning to have some furry visitors to help 
with this unit. As a part of our healthy me unit 
we will also learn about healthy foods and how 
they and exercise will help our bodies. 

Our Bible stories this month will be: “Jesus 
stops a storm”, “Jesus feeds 5000 people”, 
Jesus forgives Zacchaeus”, “Jesus teaches the 
Disciples to Pray”. 
Our memory verse is “Jesus said, Feed my 
Lambs” John 21:15 

Early registration has begun for the 
2018/2019 school year. If you have not signed 
up already, please do so to ensure the days 
you would like are available. If you know of 
anyone who may be interested please have 
them call or stop in.  

Dates to Remember
Feb. 13 - T/Th Valentines Party 
Feb. 14 - (M/W/F and 5 day) Valentines Party 
Feb. 19 - No School  - President’s Day 

Some websites to check out: 
Lutheran Ch. - Missouri Synod www.lcms.org 
Concordia Pub. House - www.cph.org 

Christian Radio www.piratechristianradio.com 
www.kfuoam.org 
www.issuesetc.org 
For singles, widowed, divorced:
www.inspiration-for-singles.com 
Some good blogs: 
www.wmltblog.org 
www.internetmonk.com 
www.patheos.com/blogs/geneveith 
Struggling with porn or media addictions: 
www.setttingcaptivesfree.com 
For Youth: www.worldvieweverlasting.com 

Our Preschool has a Facebook page.  Stop by 
and like us.  Check out our church’s web page
www.holytrinitystreator.org

Serving in February 

Elders 
Saturday – Jeff McMullen, Jack Zavada 

Sunday – Tim Kerestes, Frank Sass  

Ushers 
Rick Lesak,  

Steve Lightle, Larry Runyon 

Greeters 
Janet Hoekstra, Ruth Murray 

Altar Guild 
Saturday – Nickie Clark, Tracy Stortz  

Sunday – Denise & John Burt 

For the Record 
Asleep in Jesus: 

Helen Kruger 
December 15, 2017 

Jack A. Lucas 
January 11, 2018 
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HOLY TRINITY HEALTH MINISTRIES
Jacqueline Girard, RN, MSN, PN 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 Proverbs 4:23, “Keep your heart with all 
vigilance, for from it flow the springs of life” 
(ESV).  The last couple years, for February, I 
have written about heart health as it is 
American Heart Month.  This year, I was 
actually going to look for something different 
until I looked at my calendar.  Ash Wednesday 
and Valentines Day are the same this year!  
Definitely seemed a hint to me. 
 What does the heart do besides love, 
give, break, and weep?  The heart pumps 
blood around the body.  It is made of a special 
type of muscle that does not usually become 
fatigued (with heart disease, this may not be 
the case).  Each heartbeat that we feel in our 
chest is one complete contraction and 
relaxation of the heart muscle.  The right side 
of the heart collects blood carrying waste 
carbon dioxide from the body and pumps it to 
the lungs.  The left side collects blood with 
fresh oxygen from the lungs and pumps it 
around the body.  The whole body—our arms, 
legs, organs, brain, and heart.  All the parts 
we need to exist in this world.  Every part of 
our bodies needs oxygen to survive.  Our 
hearts circulate the oxygen provided by the 
lungs (November is lung month). 
 How can we keep our hearts healthy?  
The Cleveland Clinic recommends: 

Eat healthy fats, NOT trans fats.  
 (Read the labels when grocery shopping) 

Practice good dental hygiene, especially 
flossing your teeth daily.  (Studies have 
shown that gum disease can be an indicator of 
heart disease) 

Get enough sleep.  (7-8 hours—this is a 
tough one) 

Don't sit for too long at one time.  (Keep that 
blood circulating by moving) 

Avoid smoke and second-hand smoke.  
(Remember, our lungs provide the oxygen) 

John 13:1, “Now before the feast of the 
Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour was 
come that he should depart out of this world 
unto the Father, having loved his own which 
were in the world, he loved them unto the end” 
(KJV).  Let us try to keep our hearts healthy so 
we can endeavor to love as Jesus loved. 
 Our blood pressure clinics for February 
will be the 11th and 25th.  I always look forward 
to seeing you. 

Blessings to you and yours, 
Jackie 

Remember to pray for our shut-in 
members, those sick & hospitalized: 

Bill Andree John Repko 

Bryan Donner Charles & Ruth 
Rinkenberger

Ruth Harlow Mary Lou Rubis 

Dirk Hoekstra George Tibbles 

Donna Murphy Anne Yednock

Louise Novotney 
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+ Helen M. Fiedler-Kruger + 

Our Savior Jesus Christ has destroyed 
death and brought life and immortality to 
light through the Gospel.  Let us remember 
with thanksgiving what God has done 
through His servant Helen Fiedler-Kruger. 

Helen was born December 15, 1924, in 
Ransom, IL.  She was the daughter of 
Howard and Senora (Sorenson) Lee.  Helen 
was made a child of God through the waters 
of Holy Baptism and she was confirmed.  
Helen married John Fiedler on October 19, 
1941.  He preceded her in death in 1972.  
She then married James Kruger in 1987.  
He preceded her in death on December 14, 
2003.  On Friday, December 15, Helen at 
the age of 93 years fell asleep in Jesus.  

Helen is survived by sons, Jack (Nancy) 
Fiedler, of Streator, and Donald (Nancy) 
Fiedler, of Dwight; four grandchildren, Gary, 
Joe and Don (Stef) Fiedler and Sandra 
(Mark) Strahonski; nine great-grandchildren; 
a sister-in-law, Mary Jo Lee, of Streator; and 
several nieces and nephews.  

Helen was preceded in death by her 
parents; both husbands and brothers, 
Orville, Oscar, Harold and Marvin Lee and a 
brother in infancy, Lester Lee. 

She attended Groman School in rural 
Ransom and was a housewife. 

She was a member of the Golden Emblem 
Club of Owens-Illinois, the Mary Martha 
Society, was past president of the American 
Legion Auxiliary in Ransom, member of 
G.M.P. Auxiliary and the 8 & 40 Veterans 
Organization of LaSalle County.  Helen was 
a member of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Streator. 

The Lord gives and the Lord takes away; 
blessed be the name of the Lord.  We give 
thanks to God our Father through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord for our sister Helen. 

+ Jack A. Lucas + 

Our Savior Jesus Christ has destroyed death 
and brought life and immortality to light through 
the Gospel.  Let us remember with 
thanksgiving what God has done through His 
servant Jack Lucas. 

Jack was born December 1, 1931, in Streator.  
He was the son of James and Mary (Novak) 
Lucas.  Jack was made a child of God through 
the waters of Holy Baptism on December 17, 
1931.He was confirmed on March 25, 1945. 
Jack married Joni Sopko on May 28, 1958, at 
St. Mary’s Church in Streator. She survives.  
On Thursday, January 11, Jack at the age of 86 
years fell asleep in Jesus.  

Jack is also survived by his children, Jack 
(Kathy) Lucas, Scott (Becky) Lucas, Sharon 
(John) Barichello and Amy (Steve Westerhold) 
Lucas, all of Streator; 13 grandchildren, Kevin 
and Keith Missel, Matt, Michael, Chad, Robby 
and Ben Lucas and Kyle, Nicholas and Madison 
Barichello, Emilee and Katie Carbone and Nicki 
Krall; and 13 great-grandchildren, Eliza, Isaih, 
Micah, Jermiah, Clara, Jackson, Bryce, Caden, 
Ava Rose, Cash, Duke, Noah and Toby. 

He was preceded in death by his parents; a 
daughter, Lynn Missel; a great-grandson, Lucas 
Missel; brother, James Lucas; and a sister, Lois 
Lucas.  

Jack graduated from Streator Township High 
School in 1950.  He served in the United Sates 
Army from 1952 to 1954 during the Korean 
War.  He had been employed by Eby-Brown, 
the Santa Fe Railroad and retired from Airtite 
Inc. in Dixon.  He was a lifetime member of 
Carpenters Local 195. 

Jack was a member of Holy Trinity Lutheran 
Church. 

The Lord gives and the Lord takes away; 
blessed be the name of the Lord.  We give 
thanks to God our Father through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord for our brother, Jack. 
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Financial wrap up from 2017 
How did we do?  We ended the year in the 
black.  Our total expenses for the year were 
$224, 906.  Our total income was $240, 306.  
This includes our preschool Fire Door Project.  
Thanks to generous support for this project we 
have nearly received what it cost.  We did fall 

short of our mission goal.  Our goal for our two 
mission projects combined was $15,000 and 

we were approximately $3700 short of 
reaching that.  We have set the same goal for 
2018.  May the Lord continue to help us use 

our gifts to share joyfully.

How Much Should I Give?  
What does God’s Word Say? 

God’s Word helps us with these practical 
questions.  St.Paul writes, “On the first day of 
every week, each of you is to put something 
aside and store it up, as each one of you may 
prosper.” (1 Corinthians 16:2 ESV)  
 And “Each one must give as he has 
decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 
And God is able to make all grace abound to 
you, so that having all sufficiency in all things 
at all times, you may abound in every good 
work. As it is written, “He has distributed freely, 
he has given to the poor; his righteousness 
endures forever.” 
 He who supplies seed to the sower and 
bread for food will supply and multiply your 
seed for sowing and increase the harvest of 
your righteousness. You will be enriched in 
every way to be generous in every way, which 
through us will produce thanksgiving to God. (2 
Corinthians 9:7-11 ESV) 
These verses give us 4 guidelines for Christian 
giving: 
1. Voluntarily and Cheerfully. Giving is to be 
done voluntarily, not under compulsion, and 
cheerfully, not grudgingly.  

2. First Fruits. Giving should be from the first 
fruits of our labor. Our giving is what we do on 
the first day of the week before our other 
expenses come due.  

3. Proportionally. Giving is to be proportional, 
"as each one of you may prosper." Giving is 
not to be an arbitrarily, but rather is to be in 
accordance with how God has prospered us. 
Each of us should intentionally determine to set 
aside a certain proportion (percentage) of our 
income for Christ’s Church each week.  

4. Faithfully. God graciously promises to give 
us all that we need for this body and life. 
Therefore, we should give in faith, trusting that 
God will provide for all our needs – though not 
necessarily our wants!  After all, if we can trust 
the Lord with our eternal salvation, can we not 
trust Him to provide our daily bread?  
Faithfully Give a Voluntary, Generous First 
Fruits Proportion of your income.  
- Receive God's gifts. If you have not been 
faithfully attending worship to hear God's Word, 
receive His forgiveness, and partake of His 
body and blood for the eternal benefit of your 
soul, then by all means repent and come 
receive the gifts of our Lord Jesus! God does 
not want your money – He wants you, all of 
you.  
- Examine yourself. Consider what God says 
about supporting the work of the Church and 
examine your own giving. Are you: a) giving of 
your first fruits – not just what's left over; b) 
giving voluntarily and cheerfully; c) giving 
systematically and proportionally in a generous 
way; d) relying on God's promise to provide for 
you? If not, then repent and trust in God's 
provision; for God gave the life of His Son on 
the cross to forgive you all your sins – He will 
certainly not abandon you in your physical 
needs. Trust His Word and heed it.  
- Decide on your proportion. Consider what 
proportion of your income you will give 
faithfully, proportionally, generously, and 
cheerfully. Although the New Testament does 
not command a proportion, many Christians 
have used a tithe (10%) as a helpful guideline.   
 A guide that many Christians have 
found helpful:  Give away 10% - Save 10% - 
Live off of 80%.  It’s simple.  Work at keeping 
Jesus first and everything else falls in place.  


