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Holy Trinity 
Ambassador 

June
     2017

Church Potluck Picnic 
Sunday, June 11th at noon in Trinity Park! 

Meat and drink will be provided, please bring a 
covered dish to share and lawn chairs.   

Please join us! 

Voter’s Meeting 
Sunday, June 11th at 10:15 a.m. 

Election of officers and board members.  
Balloting will begin at the close of the 9 a.m. 
worship service.   

Preschool Firedoor Fund 

 Recently the State Fire Marshal’s office 
ordered us to make several upgrades to our 
building.  While we have passed all past 
inspections, changes to the law require us to 
make fire safety improvements, costing nearly 
$15, 000. 

 This was an unforeseen expense.  
Please consider a gift or memorial to the 
“Firedoor” Fund so that we can continue to 
provide a quality Christian education to 
Streator’s preschool-aged children.   

VBS 2017 – Evenings! 
Mighty Fortress 

In Jesus, the Victory is won! 

For children completing  
one year of preschool - 6th grade.   

June 5th – June 9th 

 6:30 – 8 p.m.   

Pre-registration is free through Friday, June 
2nd.  Register by calling the church office at 
815-672-2393 or by filling out a registration 

form found in the Announcer. 
After June 2nd registration is $5/family. 

See you there!

Your prayers are appreciated for our VBS. Ask 
God to bring children to hear about Jesus, our 
Lord and Savior and to provide willing helpers, 

eager to share His love in Jesus.
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Ponderings in the Pasture – Pastor Gutz

Jesus said to His disciples, “I am the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life.  No one comes to the 
Father except through Me.”(John 14:6)  What 
does Jesus mean by that?  He means what He 
says. 
 Jesus spoke these words on Thursday of 
Holy Week.  He was with His disciples in the 
upper room.  He had washed their feet and that 
evening gave them His Holy Supper.  He foretold 
his betrayal and Peter’s denial.  This was 
upsetting for the disciples.  So Jesus says to 
them, “Let not your hearts be troubled.  Believe in 
God; believe also in me.  In my Father’s house 
are many rooms.  If it were not so, would I have 
told you that I go to prepare a place for you?  And 
if I go and prepare a place for you I will come 
again and will take you to myself, that where I am 
you may be also.  And you know the way to 
where I am going.”  Thomas said to him, “Lord, 
we do not know where you are going.  How can 
we know the way?”   
 Jesus answered, “I am the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life.  No one comes to the Father except 
through Me.”(John 14:6) 
 Jesus is not one of several ways.  He’s not 
saying that His way is better than other ways.  
He’s saying there’s no other way.  He’s it.  Jesus 
is the Way. 
 There’s something about that that doesn’t 
sit well with us.  That sounds exclusive, maybe 
even arrogant - to say that through Jesus and 
Jesus alone is the only way to God.  Is that what 
Jesus is telling the disciples?  Is that what Jesus 
is telling us?  Yes.  Jesus not only shows the way 
to God.  He is the way to God.   Why would 
Jesus call himself - to the exclusion of others - “the 
Way”?  Because it’s true.   
 Jesus calls himself that too.  He calls 
Himself, “the Truth.”  Truth is not relative.  If 
something is true - it’s true.  It cannot be true for 
some and not for others.  It can’t be true part of 
the time.  It can’t be true only for those who 
believe it.  If something is true - it’s true.  You 
don’t have to believe that.  In fact nobody can 
make you believe that.  But your not believing 
doesn’t stop it from being true.   
 Truth is not dependent upon who does or 
does not believe it.  To limit the speed on these 
roads.  I don’t believe the speed limit is true.”  
The truth of the speed limit does not depend on 
your believing it.     

 Jesus is clear when He speaks to the 
disciples.  He is the Way - an exclusive Way - no 
one comes to the Father except through Him.  
And that is true.  Grace and truth come through 
Jesus Christ.  Why?  What does Jesus desire to 
bring and give?  He not only says that He is the 
Way and the Truth, but He is also the Life.   
 Jesus said, “I came that they may have life 
and have it abundantly.”(John 10:10)   
 Jesus is the Way and He is the Truth and 
in and through Him we are given Life.  A life 
which never ends and cannot be destroyed.  A life 
that is not earned or deserved but is freely given.   
 The Word of God is clear that salvation is 
found in no one else, for there is no other name 
under heaven given among men by which we 
must be saved.  (Acts. 4:12) 
Romans 1:16, For I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes.  John 3:16 For God so 
loved the world that He gave His one and only Son 
that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but 
shall have everlasting life. 
 Every other religion in the world - 
Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam, the Mormons, all 
other religions teach that it’s about what you must 
do.  You must grasp the truth.  You must find the 
way.  You must work so that you can find and 
have life.  The God of the Bible - the God of 
Christians says something much different.  He 
gives and offers to people the Way, the Truth and 
the Life.  And He offers it freely.  Your not 
receiving or believing that doesn’t change the 
offer.   
 You have been blessed to receive that 
Good News.  You could have been born in 
Muslim country with Muslim parents and if that 
were the case you might believe much differently 
that you do now.  You did not get to choose to 
whom you were born nor at what time in the 
history of the world you would be born.  But God 
chose.  He chose you before the creation of the 
world.  He chose you for this time and this place 
that we might use the gifts He has given to us in 
service to our neighbor.  And as that happens the 
Word of God spreads and God works faith in the 
hearts of his people - sometimes through their 
families and friends and sometimes in spite of 
them.   And now He gives you the choice to 
follow Him, right where you are.     
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Church Council Meeting
April 25th, 2017 

Present: M. Peters, J. Zavada, V. McCollum,  
D. Gotch, S. Lowe, M. Johnston, R. Kochis,  
J. Christensen, and Pastor Gutz 

Committee Reports: 
-Treasurer’s Report: Expenses are staying 
within budget.  
-Church Properties:  Drainage repair to 
begin May 22.  Billy Etenburn to do mowing. 
Gas has been shut off at Old #3.  Carpets will 
be cleaned. All members of board have 
agreed to serve another term.   
-Education:  Preschool enrollment is 50.  
Fall registration is 32.  Bowl a Thon and Pizza 
Hut Fundraisers went well.  Graduation is 
May 18.  VBS - June 5-9.  Wednesday 
school is completed.  2017/2018 budget was 
proposed and accepted. 
-Elders: Committee reviewed pastoral 
activities. Elder duties for Holy Week and May 
were assigned. 
-Parish Activities:  One cradle roll prepared. 
Finalized arrangements for Easter Brunch. 
Childrens bags were replenished.  Discussed 
soup suppers.  Two persons not returning to 
serve another term. 
-Old Business: Letters sent to potential 
candidates to serve on boards.
-New Business:  Pastor asked about 
possibly pursuing on-line giving. 

Summer Office Schedule 

Starting in June, the church office will be 
open Monday – Thursday, 8 a.m. – 12 p.m.  
The office will be closed Friday, Saturday 

and Sunday.  All information for the 
Announcer must be received by 10 a.m. on 

Wednesday. 

Old #3 Church Service 
Sunday, June 18th at 7:30 a.m. 

Please join us. 

Divine Service times at Holy Trinity 
Sat. 5 p.m. and Sun. 9 a.m. 

Please join us.

Voter’s Meeting
Sunday, June 11th at 10:15 a.m. 

Election of officers and board members.  
Balloting will begin at the close of the 9 a.m. 

worship service.  

Nominees for the June 11th Election: 

Vice President:  Church Properties: 
(vote for 1)  (vote for 4) 
Jack Zavada*  Bob Barr Jr.* 
   John Bedeker* 
Secretary:  Steve Kotches*
(vote 1)  Mark Kovach* 
Val McCollum* 

Elders:   Education:
(vote for 3)  (vote for 3) 
Randy Kochis* Becky Brandenburg 
Mark Lowe*  Mary Moritz* 
Jeff McMullen* - - - - - - - - - - - 

Parish Activities:
(vote for 3)  incumbents *
Marsha Johnston* 
Lora Landrum* 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Serving in June 

Elders 
Saturday – Randy Kochis, Mark Lowe, 

Tim Welch, Jack Zavada 
Sunday – Tim Kerestes, Frank Sass 

Ushers 
Rob Downey, Dan Reynolds, 

Brian Reynolds  

Greeters 
Marvin & Jeannette Viets 

Altar Guild 
Saturday – Travis & Renelda Quick 
Sunday – Dan & Diana Reynolds  
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HOLY TRINITY HEALTH MINISTRIES 
Jacqueline Girard, RN, MSN, PN 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

Jeremiah 20:11, "But the Lord is with 
me as a dread warrior; therefore my 
persecutors will stumble; they will not 
overcome me.  They will be greatly shamed, 
for they will not succeed.  Their eternal 
dishonor will never be forgotten." (ESV)  As 
you all know, as a VA nurse, there is a special 
place in my heart for our veterans, and June is 
PTSD Awareness Month.  Please join me in 
prayer for our warriors and especially those 
suffering from PTSD due to their experiences 
defending our country. 
 Posttraumatic Stress Disorder is a 
mental health problem that some people 
develop after experiencing or witnessing a life-
threatening event, like combat, a natural 
disaster, a car accident, or sexual assault.  It 
is not exclusive to veterans.  Symptoms can 
include reliving the event, avoiding things that 
remind you of the event, having more negative 
thoughts and feelings than before, and feeling 
on edge.  Treatment begins with discussing 
your symptoms with your doctor and allowing 
him/her to refer you to a mental health 
professional.  There are different types of 
therapy and medication may also be 
recommended.  Remember, you have the 
right to request a Christian or faith-based 
therapist.  A Christian therapist may be better 
equipped to provide treatment to a fellow 
Christian. 
 Matthew 24:6, "And you will hear of 
wars and rumors of wars.  See that you are 
not alarmed, for this must take place, but the 
end is not yet." (ESV) 
 Our blood pressure clinics for June will 
be the 11th and 25th. 

Blessings and good thoughts, 

Jackie 

The Lord Is My Strength and My Song 
“Behold, God is my salvation; 

I will trust, and will not be afraid; 
For the LORD GOD is my strength and my 
song, and he has become my salvation. 

Isaiah 12:2 

By Grace Through Faith 
For by grace you have been saved through 

faith.  And this is not your own doing; it is the 
gift of God, not a results of works, so that no 

one may boast.  For we are his workmanship 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 

God prepared beforehand, that we should 
walk in them.  Ephesians 2:8-10 

Remember to pray for our shut-in 
members, those sick & hospitalized: 

Bill Andree John Repko 

Bryan Donner Charles Rinkenberger

Ruth Harlow Ruth Rinkenberger 

Helen Kruger Mary Lou Rubis 

Donna Murphy George Tibbles 

Louise Novotney Anne Yednock

Alan Post 


