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Holy Trinity 
Ambassador 

March 
2017
Voters Meeting 

Sunday, March 19, 10:15 am.  
Topic: Building/Door modifications that need to 
be done to meet State Fire Marshall’s safety 

code for operation of our preschool.  Bids will 
be presented.   

Food Drive
The Board of Parish Activities food drive will 
run through the Lenten Season.  Donations 
will be donated to the food pantry.  Place all 

non-perishable food items on the stage.  
Thank you in advance for your donations. 

Holy Trinity Spring Cleaning
Join us for spring cleaning! 

 Old #3 Church – Sat, April 1st, 9 a.m. 
Holy Trinity Sanctuary – Sat, April 8th, 9 a.m.  

Please bring bucket and cleaning cloth.  Many 
hands make light work. 

New Sunday a.m. Bible Class 
Beginning March 5th

“Go and Be Reconciled: What Does This 
Mean?” What does it mean to be reconciled to 
God? What does it mean to be reconciled to 
others? Please join us 10:15 - 11:15 a.m. 

Lent Services – 6 p.m.

“Sermons Preached by  
Christ’s Enemies”

Ash Wednesday – March 1   
 Caiaphas - John 11:49 

Lent II - March 8 
Pilate’s Wife – Matthew 27:19 

Lent III – March 15 
The Sanhedrin – Luke 22:70 ff 

Lent IV – March 22 
Judas – Matthew 27:42 

Lent V – March 29 
Pilate’s Soldiers – John 2 ff 

Lent VI – April 5 
The Chief Priests – Matthew 27:42 

With the exception of Ash Wednesday, 
there will be a soup supper available 

before worship, from 5-5:30 p.m. 

Please set aside Wednesday evenings 
to join us. 
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Ponderings in the Pasture - Pastor Gutz 

The Christian Gospel is a revealed Gospel.  
What that means is - nobody made it up.  It is 
revealed by the God the Father Almighty, Maker of 
heaven and earth.  It’s revealed to us through the 
prophets and the apostles. It’s written down for us in 
the Scriptures, the Bible.  We believe that by faith.   
 Nobody would invent a religion that contains 
teaching like we hear in the Sermon on the Mount 
recorded in Matthew 5.  Jesus said, [43] “You have 
heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor 
and hate your enemy.’ [44] But I say to you, Love 
your enemies and pray for those who persecute 
you, [45] so that you may be sons of your Father 
who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the 
evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and 
on the unjust. [46] For if you love those who love 
you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax 
collectors do the same? [47] And if you greet only 
your brothers, what more are you doing than 
others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? [48] 
You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly 
Father is perfect.

No other book, other than the Bible contains 
such writings - not the Book of Mormon, not the 
Koran.  No other person, other than Jesus Christ 
the Son of God has ever said such things.  Turn 
the other cheek.  Love your enemies.  Pray for 
those who persecute you.  No other religion in the 
world other than Christianity says such things.  
They are unique to Jesus.  They are the opposite 
of our natural way of thinking.     

Treat others the way you would like to be 
treated - that’s the Golden Rule. If you have the 
chance to help someone out, do it, especially if they 
are a friend or relative.  We hope someone would 
help us in our time of need.  It does happen that 
way.  All of us at some time have benefited from 
the kindness of others - sometimes complete 
strangers.  What goes around comes around.  To 
behave that way is good, but you don=t have to be a 
Christian to act that way.  Plenty of people are nice, 
decent people, who will help you if they can, but 
they’re not Christian.   Many have figured out that if 
you treat people decently that you get along better 
in this world.   

What Jesus teaches goes beyond this.  The 
Christian life is not Aresults oriented.@  Jesus is not 
in the business of manipulating people.  Loving 
people or being kind to people because you want 
something out of them is not what Jesus is talking 
about.   

We are to love our enemies.  We are to pray 
for those who make life difficult for us.  We are to 
be gracious to others even when they want the 
worst for us.     

Jesus doesn’t just teach these things - He 
does them.  He did these very things He teaches.  
Jesus did not resist those who were evil.  Jesus 
turned the other cheek.  Jesus did not refuse to 
give.  Jesus showed love to His enemies.  Jesus 
prayed for those who persecuted Him.  

Now there is that part of us that says, AI can=t 
do that.@ AI=ve been hurt too deeply, too much, too 
often.@  Jesus is not minimizing that.  To love our 
enemies is not to minimize the damage that they=ve 
done, nor to excuse it, or tolerate abuse.  But our 
God is bigger than all of that.  He is bigger than the 
sin that hurts and destroys and kills.  Our God is so 
big that even when the work of evil brings death and 
destruction - our God has the power to raise the 
dead.   

Now here is something else that makes the 
Christian Gospel unique.  God has already brought 
you into His family.  It’s done.  It’s a gift.  It is 
finished.  Every other religion in the world is about 
what YOU HAVE TO DO.  The Gospel of Jesus 
Christ is about what He has done.  This teaching 
to love our enemies and pray for those who 
persecute us is not conditional.  It is NOT, if you 
don’t love your enemies you can’t be a Christian, 
you can’t go to heaven.  No, that’s already taken 
care of.  God has provided and given that to you.  
It’s not earned or deserved.  It’s simply given.  No 
other religion teaches such things.  No other 
religious leader other than Jesus says such things.  
And once again He is the one who makes all of that 
possible.  So then the question becomes, “How am 
I supposed to live?”  Jesus says live like this.  
Love your enemies.  Pray for those who make life 
difficult for you.  Be gracious to others even when 
they want the worst for you.  Not because you have 
to prove you are a Christian but rather because you 
already are.      
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Church Council Meeting
January 31st, 2017  

Present: M. Peters, J. Zavada, V. McCollum,  
D. Gotch, S. Lowe, M. Johnston,  
J. Christensen and Pastor Gutz. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Treasurers Report:  Church expenses came in 
under budget.  Deficit has been reduced. 
Church Properties:  The emergency lighting 
has been installed.  Lights in Preschool which 
were not working properly have been repaired. 
Valve on the furnace has been repaired.  Thank 
you to John Bedeker for taking care of sidewalks.  
April 1, 2017 is the tentative date for the city to 
begin drainage repair through Trinity Park. 
Estimates for the installment of fire doors in 
various location throughout the church have been 
obtained.  Due to the cost of the project a special 
voters meeting will be called. 
Board of Education:  Enrollment is 52. 
Discussed having the Bowl -A-Thon on a yearly 
basis.  Next year afternoon classes will be 
eliminated due to low interest.  Preschool hours 
will be extended until 12 pm next year.  Tuition 
will be increased. Pre-registration information is 
being sent.  Tara Longmire and Shea Lowe are 
teaching Sunday School.   
Elders:  Elders service in February were 
scheduled.  Pastoral activities reviewed. Pastor 
to attend training in St. Louis.  
Parish Activities:  No cradle rolls in January.  
The committee will be serving soup prior to 
Lenten Services. 

Daylight Savings Time Begins 
Turn Clocks forward 1 Hour 

Sunday, March 12th

Preschool 

Our theme this month will be Nursery Rhymes 
and Safety. During the month we will work on 
math and science activities to go along with the 
nursery rhymes. At the end of the month we will 
have a math and science fair for you to walk 
through showing the activities that we have done. 
Look for upcoming information on times for this 
activity. 

March is also the month we celebrate Dr. Seuss. 
We are planning a field trip to the Streator Public 
Library to see and hear about all the wonderful 
books for children. 

Our Bible stories this month will be “Jesus 
teaches the Disciples to pray”, “Jesus rides into 
Jerusalem”, “Jesus in Gethsemane”, “Jesus is 
crucified”.  

Our Bible memory verse – “For God so loved the 
world that He gave His one and only Son.”  
John 3:16 

Registration continues for the fall. Spaces are 
filling quickly! If you have not sent your 
registration in please do so that you may have 
first choice for next school year. If you know of 
anyone interested in Holy Trinity Lutheran Pre-
School please have them call or stop in.   

Remember to pray for our shut-in 
members, those sick & hospitalized: 

Bill Andree Alan Post 

Bryan Donner John Repko 

Ruth Harlow Charles Rinkenberger

Helen Kruger Ruth Rinkenberger 

Ruth Lehman Mary Lou Rubis

Donna Murphy George Tibbles

Louise Novotney Anne Yednock

For the Record
Christian Burial:

Jim Kerestes 
February 20, 2017 
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The death and new life of “Jane Roe” 

February 20, 2017 by Gene Veith 
(http://www.patheos.com/blogs/geneveith) 

Norma McCorvey, who went by the name 
of “Jane Roe” in the infamous Roe v. Wade case 
that legalized abortion nationwide, has died at the 
age of 69. 

After winning the Supreme Court case, 
McCorvey became active in the pro-abortion 
movement.  But the kindness of a pro-life 
demonstrator at an abortion clinic led to her 
conversion to Christianity. 

She then became a pro-life activist, battling 
the abortions that in another life she made legal. 
The Associated Press obituary, has some 
fascinating details about her life, such as 
these:  During the Roe v. Wade case, she 
claimed that she needed an abortion because she 
was pregnant due to rape, but she later admitted 
this was a lie.  She was basically used by feminist 
activists who ran with her case and took it to the 
Supreme Court.  She became involved in a 
lesbian relationship, but after she became a 
Christian, they became celibate.  After her 
conversion, she was an evangelical, but she later 
become Roman Catholic. 

Her life is a remarkable testimony to the 
grace of God, who redeems sinners and changes 
them. 

 “I don’t believe in abortion even in an 
extreme situation. If the woman is impregnated by 
a rapist, it’s still a child. You’re not to act as your 
own God,” she told The Associated Press in 
1998. 

Hearts at Home 
Peoria, Illinois - April 21st – 22nd, 2017 

Go to www.HeartsatHome.org for more details.

Serving in March 
Elders 

Saturday, Sunday – various  
servants of the Lord 

 Ushers 
Rob Downey,  

Connor Murray, Dan Reynolds 

Greeters 
Steve & Michelle Lightle 

Altar Guild 
Saturday – Greg & Barb Lentman 
Sunday – Dan & Diana Reynolds 

+Jim Kerestes +
Our Savior Jesus Christ has destroyed death 
and brought life and immortality to light 
through the Gospel.  Let us remember with 
thanksgiving what God has done through His 
servant James Kerestes.   

Jim was born February 28, 1940, in Streator.  
He was the son of Thomas and Alberta 
(Orrison) Kerestes.  Jim was made a child of 
God through the waters of Holy Baptism on 
March 12, 1940. He was confirmed on March 
29, 1953.  Jim married Judy Schallhammer 
on June 2, 1962, at Holy Trinity Lutheran 
Church.  She survives.  On Wednesday, 
February 15, Jim at the age of 76 years fell 
asleep in Jesus. 

Jim is also survived by daughters, Jamie 
(John) Kennedy, of Seneca, and Julie (Don) 
Lucas, of Streator; grandchildren, Makenzie 
and Mitchell Lucas and Hailey Kennedy; 
sisters, Nancy (Dominic) Vercolio, of Ottawa, 
and Judy (Dave Sr.) Hallowell, of Streator; and 
a brother, Jerome Kerestes, of Albuquerque, 
N.M.  He was preceded in death by his 
parents. 

Jim attended Sherman Grade School and 
graduated from Streator Township High 
School in 1958. He worked at Vactor 
Manufacturing and formerly worked at P & A 
Auto Parts.  Jim was a member of the United 
Commercial Travelers and Holy Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Streator. 

The Lord gives and the Lord takes away; 
blessed be the name of the Lord.  We give 
thanks to God our Father through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord for our brother, Jim.


