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Holy Trinity 

Ambassador 
 
 
 

Quilting Circle 
The Quilting Circle led by Susie Bedeker will 

resume on Thursday, October 6th from  

9 -11 am.  Every quilt we make we donate as 
a blessing to others.  Members and non-
members who are interested in sewing or 

quilting are welcome. There is one portable 
sewing machine available.  For more 

information please call Susie at 672-0114. 

 
 

Preschool Nut Sale 
Preschool Nut Sale is nearly over.  Friday, 

October 7th is the order deadline.  Get your 
orders in today!  Forms are located in the 

church office and on the stage.  Please call 
the church office with any questions. 

. 
 

Old #3 Committee Meeting 
Old #3 Committee meeting will be held at 

Holy Trinity on October 8th at 4 p.m. 
 

 

Holy Trinity 
Hosting Western Circuit  

Pastors Conference 
October 18th & 19th  

As part of the conference a Divine Service will 
be held at Old #3, Tue., October 18th at 5 p.m. 

The congregation is invited to attend. 

 October 

   2016 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrate Reformation Sunday 
The Board of Parish Activities will be hosting a 
Reformation Brunch on Sunday, October 30th 

following the 9 a.m. service. Bring a dish to 
pass and join with us for some good food  

and fellowship. 

 
 
 
 
 

Voters Meeting 
The Voters Meeting will follow the 9 a.m. 

service on Sunday, October 16th.  The 2017 

budget will be presented. 
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Ponderings in the Pasture - Pastor Gutz 

 
This is adapted from a blog article that appeared 
in the Federalist (www.thefederalist.com), 
09/26/2016 by Cheryl Magness.  Used with 
permission. 
 
The Quintessential Tale of Disillusionment 

The quintessential initiation story is “Young 
Goodman Brown” by Nathaniel Hawthorne. In the 
story, set in colonial Salem, the character for 
whom the story is named goes for a walk in the 
woods only to discover his fellow townspeople 
engaging in what appears to be a Satanic rite. 
These are people Goodman Brown knows by day 
as morally upstanding, church-going folk. 

The climactic moment in the story is 
Brown’s discovery that his very own wife Faith is 
also present as a new “convert” to the evil 
fellowship that has convened. He screams at her 
to “Look up to heaven, and resist the wicked one!” 
After that, the scene jumps to Brown’s return to 
the village the following morning. Had it all been a 
dream? 

Ultimately that matters little, since Brown 
was from that time forward “a stern, a sad, a 
darkly meditative, a distrustful, if not a desperate 
man” who “when he had lived long, and was borne 
to his grave” had “no hopeful verse upon his 
tombstone; for his dying hour was gloom.” 

When at the beginning of the story “Good 
Man” Brown leaves on his mysterious walk, his 
Faith begs him not to go, but he disregards her 
pleas. Ultimately, he discovers not only Faith but 
his minister and former Sunday school teacher at 
the gathering in the woods. No wonder his “dying 
hour was gloom.” Everyone he believed in has 
shown themselves to be something other than 
what he has always thought. What does someone 
do with a discovery like that?  

Four Things to Remember 

1. People are a mess. That means 
everything they touch is a mess: families, 
churches, governments, and nations. It’s always 
been that way and will always be that way. Thank 
God we don’t put our ultimate hope in sinful 
humanity and its various institutions but in the one 
who created the world and all its inhabitants, who 
loves the world He created more than we can 
possibly imagine, and who therefore made and 
carried out a plan for its redemption. His love and 
truth dwarf all our little messes. 

 

2. Because people are a mess, they are 
going to let you down. Even the people you look 
up to most—parents, teachers, pastors, 
presidents—will let you down. When this happens, 
it doesn’t void the things those people taught you. 

If you catch the parent who taught you not 
to use foul language dropping the f-bomb, it 
doesn’t make him a hypocrite—it just makes him a 
fallible human being. If the pastor who taught you 
the faith turns out to be a liar in his personal life, it 
doesn’t negate the truth that he taught you about 
God. If the presidential candidate you believe in 
ends up doing what you never thought he would, it 
doesn’t take away from the ideas he represented. 
Principles stand independent of people, and the 
failure of those people to perfectly carry them out 
does not nullify them. 

3. If you decide, based on a betrayal, to 
become cynical and untrusting, you will ultimately 
hurt yourself more than anyone else. Yes, trusting 
and believing in another means opening yourself 
up to another betrayal, another hurt, another let-
down. But it also opens you up to future good. If 
you give up on everyone because one person has 
disappointed, you guarantee for yourself a lifetime 
of disappointment. 

4. The people who really, really matter will 
always be there for you. Unfortunately, they, too, 
may let you down in ways big and small because 
they, too, are sinful humans. But you will know 
your importance to them when they come to you 
and humbly lay their failure at your feet and ask 
you for your forgiveness. When they do that, 
forgive them. They’re struggling through this life, 
trying to make sense of it just like you are. Have 
compassion for them, and be kind. 
Don’t Lose Faith, Or You Lose Yourself 

It can be a slap in the face to discover that 
someone you put on a pedestal of sorts is making 
it up as he goes along, just like you. It’s good to 
remember that when Young Goodman Brown 
headed into the forest he was not without sin. 
What, after all, was he doing there himself? 
We do well, always, to remember that in this life 
each of us is constantly tempted to compromise, 
for the sake of ease or expedience, those 
principles we claim to hold dear. When we fail, and 
when those we look up to fail, let us not lose faith 
in what remains true or in the God who made all 
truth. Instead, let us cling to our Faith even more 
tightly, and pray for each other as we head out into 

the wilderness. 

 

http://thefederalist.com/author/cheryl-magness/
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/512/512-h/512-h.htm#goodman
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/512/512-h/512-h.htm#goodman
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Church Council Meeting 
August 30, 2016 

 
Present:  M. Peters, J. Zavada,  

V. McCollum, D. Gotch, H. Drysdale,  
M. Johnston, R. Kochis, J. Christensen and 
Pastor Gutz. 
 
Committee Reports: Preschool just started.  
No income at this time.  . 
Church Properties: Billy Etenburn will do 
mowing for the remainder of year.  Boys 
restroom, yellow safety stripes on steps and 
berm, and doors have been painted.  Garage 
cleaning is scheduled for October 1 at 9 a.m. 
Volunteers are needed. 
Board of Education:  Preschool begins 
Sept. 6.  42 students currently registered.  
Parent orientation has taken place.  This is 
35th anniversary of Preschool.  Student 
activities are being planned to celebrate.  
Teachers attended the Concordia Conference 
earning 5.5 hours of continuing education. 
Annual nut sale in progress.  Sunday school 
begins Sept. 4. Wednesday school begins 
Sept. 7. 
Elders Report:  Elders September service 
scheduled.  Reviewed Pastors activities.  
The pictorial directory is completed.  Adult 
Instruction Class has been completed.  23 
attended the August 24 worship at Old #3.  
Confirmation Class begins Sept. 4 at 8 a.m. 
Parish Activities:  Committee prepared 1 
cradle roll. Discussed activities for the year 
and pending budget. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Remember to pray for our shut-in 

members, those sick & hospitalized: 

 

Bill Andree  Louise Novotney 

Bryan Donner 
     

Alan Post 

Ruth Harlow 
 

John Repko 
 

Robert Hyduk 
 

Charles 
Rinkenberger 

Jim Kerestes Ruth Rinkenberger 

Helen Kruger 
 

Mary Lou Rubis 

Ruth Lehman 
 

George Tibbles 

Donna Murphy Anne Yednock 

 

Serving in October 
 

Elders 
Saturday – Tony Miles, Jack Zavada 
Sunday – Eric Harcharik, Tim Welch 

 
Ushers 

Bob Barr Jr.,  
David Kochis, Pete Pastirik 

 
Greeters 

Lora Landrum, Lori Young 
 

Altar Guild 
Saturday – Nicki Clark, Tracy Stortz 

Sunday – Dan & Diana Reynolds 
 

For the Record 
 

Christian Burial:  

James Andree 
September 1st 
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Preschool 
 
Thank you for a great first month of school. 
September sure went fast. 
 
Our Bible memory verse this month is: 
Mathew 22:37 “Love the Lord your God with 
all your heart”  
Our Bible stories are “Joseph forgives his 
brothers”, “The birth of Moses”, “The giving of 
the law”, “Building the Tabernacle”. 
 
During the month of October we will talk about 
farms, farm animals and fruits and vegetables. 
In math we will talk about same and different. 
In science we will compare fruits and 
vegetables. In language we will identify 
pictures of farm animals and talk about 
different types of farms. In social studies we 
will talk about buying and selling items that we 
grow. As a part of this unit we will have a fall 
celebration in place of Halloween parties. 
Please look for a note about this coming home 
soon… 
 
October is fire prevention month and we will 
take a trip to the Streator Fire Department. A 
note about the date and times will be coming 
home soon.  
 
We will have school pictures taken on October 
19 and 20. You will receive proofs to view and 
a list of available packages within a week of 
picture dates. More information will be sent 
home when this gets closer.  
 

Dates to remember: 
Oct. 7        No School - Teacher’s Institute              
Oct. 13 & 14  No School – Teacher’s Confer.  
                         

The Good Samaritan Fund 
Thank you to all who give to support our Good 
Samaritan Fund.  We have provided $1,500 

in assistance by providing 60 Aldi gift 
certificates to those in need so far this year. 
Your support is appreciated and needed to 

enable us to continue to bless those in need. 
 

 
 
 

+James R. Andree + 
 

Our Savior Jesus Christ has destroyed 
death and brought life and immortality to 
light through the Gospel.  Let us 
remember with thanksgiving what God has 
done through His servant James Andree. 
   
James was born April 24, 1930, in Alfalfa, 
Oklahoma.  He was the son of Alfred and 
Ethel Andree.  James was made a child of 
God through the waters of Holy Baptism. 
He was confirmed. James married Eileen 
Morrison on April 26, 1952. On Sunday, 
August 28 James at the age of 86 years fell 
asleep in Jesus.  
 
Jim is survived by his wife, Eileen; his 
children, Jim (Shelly) Andree, of 
Blackstone, Linda (Pat) McGurk of 
Streator, and David (Sue) Andree, of 
Blackstone; eight grandchildren, Sheila 
(Cor)y Rogers, Sara (Glenn Cunningham) 
Perrotta, Robert (Maureen) Andree, Trisha 
(Nathan) Studnicki, Julie (Nathan) Matsko, 
Chris (Charissa) Andree, Staci (Davey) 
Harcharik and Jason (Lindsey) Andree; 15 
great-grandchildren, brother, William 
Andree, of Streator, and sister Joylene 
Bournas, of Shorewood. 
 
Jim was preceded in death by his parents.  
 
Jim graduated from Streator High School, 
Class of 1948. He farmed in the Blackstone 
area all of his life. Jim was a member of 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church.  
 
The Lord gives and the Lord takes away; 
blessed be the name of the Lord.  We give 
thanks to God our Father through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord for our brother Jim.  
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How Much Should I Give? What does 
God’s Word Say?  

 
God’s Word helps us with these 

practical questions.  St.Paul writes, “On the 
first day of every week, each of you is to put 
something aside and store it up, as each one 
of you may prosper.” (1 Corinthians 16:2 ESV)  
 And “Each one must give as he has 
decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 
And God is able to make all grace abound to 
you, so that having all sufficiency in all things 
at all times, you may abound in every good 
work. As it is written, “He has distributed 
freely, he has given to the poor; his 
righteousness endures forever.” 
 He who supplies seed to the sower and 
bread for food will supply and multiply your 
seed for sowing and increase the harvest of 
your righteousness. You will be enriched in 
every way to be generous in every way, which 
through us will produce thanksgiving to God. 
(2 Corinthians 9:7-11 ESV) 

These verses give us 4 guidelines for 
Christian giving: 
  
1. Voluntarily and Cheerfully. Giving is to be 

done voluntarily, not under compulsion, and 
cheerfully, not grudgingly.  
2. First Fruits. Giving should be from the first 
fruits of our labor. Our giving is what we do on 
the first day of the week before our other 
expenses come due.  
3. Proportionally. Giving is to be proportional, 
"as each one of you may prosper." Giving is 
not to be an arbitrarily, but rather is to be in 
accordance with how God has prospered us. 
Each of us should intentionally determine to 
set aside a certain proportion (percentage) of 
our income for Christ’s Church each week.  
4. Faithfully. God graciously promises to give 

us all that we need for this body and life. 
Therefore, we should give in faith, trusting that 
God will provide for all our needs – though not 
necessarily our wants!  After all, if we can 
trust the Lord with our eternal salvation, can 
we not trust Him to provide our daily bread?  

Faithfully Give a Voluntary, Generous First 
Fruits Proportion of your income.  
 
- Receive God's gifts. If you have not been 

faithfully attending worship to hear God's 
Word, receive His forgiveness, and partake of 
His body and blood for the eternal benefit of 
your soul, then by all means repent and come 
receive the gifts of our Lord Jesus! God does 
not want your money – He wants you, all of 
you.  
 
- Consider what the Church does. The 
Church is called to spread the Good News 
about Jesus Christ by preaching the Gospel to 
all who will hear it and administering the 
Sacraments to the faithful. You are a part of 
God's Church on earth. As you have been 
blessed by being a part of the Church, support 
it that it might be a blessing to others.    
 
- Examine yourself. Consider what God says 

about supporting the work of the Church and 
examine your own giving. Are you: a) giving of 
your first fruits – that is, does your offering 
come out of your paycheck first, not just 
what's left over; b) giving voluntarily and 
cheerfully; c) giving systematically and 
proportionally in a generous way; d) relying on 
God's promise to provide for you? If not, then 
repent and trust in God's provision; for God 
gave the life of His Son on the cross to forgive 
you all your sins – He will certainly not 
abandon you in your physical needs. Trust His 
Word and heed it.  
 
- Decide on your proportion. Consider what 
proportion of your income you will give 
faithfully, proportionally, generously, and 
cheerfully. Although the New Testament does 
not command a proportion, many Christians 
have used a tithe (10%) as a helpful guideline.   
 A guide that many Christians have 
found helpful:  Give away 10% - Save 10% - 
Live off of 80%.  It’s simple.  Work at keeping 
Jesus first and everything else falls in place.  
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HOLY TRINITY HEALTH MINISTRIES 

Jacqueline Girard, RN, MSN, PN 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 Jeremiah 29:11, “For I know the plans I 
have for you, declares the Lord, plans for 
welfare and not for evil, to give you a future 
and a hope.” (ESV)  We can never know 
God’s plans for our loved ones, but I do trust 
His wisdom far exceeds mine.   
 Over the years, as a nurse, I have seen 
the devastating effects of dementia—both with 
patients and the loved ones caring for them.  
It seems as though you are saying goodbye to 
the ones you love over and over and over 
again as little pieces of the person you know 
disappear.  For the victim, it is very 
frightening in the beginning and middle as 
they are aware of what is happening.  
Recently, dementia in a loved one of my own 
has invaded my personal life.  So, let’s talk 
about it. 
 From one of my favorite sources of 
information, Mayo Clinic.  Dementia 
symptoms vary depending on the cause, but 
common signs and symptoms include:  
cognitive changes like memory loss (which is 
usually noticed by a spouse or someone else); 
difficulty communicating or finding words; 
difficulty reasoning or problem-solving; 
difficulty handling complex tasks; difficulty with 
planning and organizing; difficulty with 
coordination and motor functions; confusion 
and disorientation.  There can also be 
psychological changes:  personality changes; 
depression; anxiety; inappropriate behavior; 
paranoia; agitation; hallucinations. 
 See a doctor if you or a loved one has 
memory problems or other dementia 
symptoms.  Some treatable medical 
conditions can cause dementia symptoms, so 
it's important to determine the underlying 
cause.  Generally speaking, dementia 
progresses relatively slowly.  Very frequently 
in the elderly, an infection (e.g., pneumonia, 
urinary tract infection) will present with  
 

 
 
 
 
 
symptoms of dementia and can be reversible 
with appropriate treatment. 

Interacting with a person with dementia 
can be challenging.  Patience is the key.  
Galatians 6:9, “And let us not grow weary of 
doing good, for in due season we will reap, if 
we do not give up.” (ESV)  Arguing will only 
frustrate both of you.  The Alzheimer’s 
Association recommends:  use simple words 
and short sentences in a gentle, calm tone of 
voice; avoid talking to the person with 
dementia at a reduced cognitive level or 
discussing the person as if he or she were not 
there; minimize distractions and noise, such 
as the television or radio, to help the person 
focus on what you are saying; address the 
person by name, making sure you have his or 
her attention before speaking; allow time for 
the person to respond independently; be 
careful not to interrupt.   Remember that, at 
some level, the person you love is still there, 
and treat them accordingly.  Last but not 
least, as a caregiver, accept the assistance 
available to you.  You are just as valuable as 
your loved one. 
 1 Corinthians 4-8:  “Love is patient and 
kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not 
arrogant or rude.  It does not insist on its own 
way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not 
rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the 
truth.  Love bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures all things.  
Love never ends.  As for prophecies, they will 
pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as 
for knowledge, it will pass away.” (ESV) 
 Blood pressure clinics for October will 
be the 2nd and 16th.  As always, I look forward 
to seeing you there. 
 
Blessings and good thoughts, 
Jackie 
 


