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Holy Trinity Ambassador 
April 2016

Holy Trinity Website
Please visit our church website for current 
information including the Ambassador and 
Preschool Newsletter. Listen to sermons 

on-line. Click the “Hear the Word” tab 
www.holytrinitystreator.org 

Save the Date 
New Church Pictorial Directory 
Pictures taken June 16th – 18th 

Watch for details 

Labels for Education 
Labels for Education program is ending.  Holy 
Trinity will collect labels until April 30th so that 
the Bethesda Lutheran Community can submit 

the labels and have them registered in their 
account to use.  Thank you for contributing 

your labels to bring needed resources to the 
Bethesda Lutheran Community. 

Wouldn’t it be great if we treated our 
Bibles like our cell phones? 

We acted like we could not live without it! 
We used it in case of emergency. 

We turn around to get it when we forget it. 
We gave them to our kids as gifts. 

We flipped through it several times a day. 
We used it when we traveled. 

Preschool Rummage & Bake Sale 
Saturday, April 16th, 8 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

Items for sale can be  
dropped off after April 3rd.

Please place items on the stage.  

Bake sale donations can be dropped off Friday, 
April 15th in the church kitchen. 

Kroger Rewards Cards  
Kroger Rewards Cards - By registering and 
scanning your Kroger Plus card, we receive funds 
for our church.   Funds are given to Holy Trinity, 
quarterly, based on eligible purchases by enrolled 
members.  How do I sign up?  See back this 
month’s calendar.   Or call 800-576-4377 to 
register.  Thank you.

Hearts at Home 
Peoria, Illinois - April 22 – 23, 2016 

A Hearts at Home Conference is the perfect 
place to connect-with your friends with 

speakers who have walked through it and can 
show you the way, with resources and tools 

that will make a difference in your life, and with 
other moms who “get it!”  When Moms Unite 

we know we’re all in this together. Go to 
www.HeartsatHome.org for more details.  If 

interested or have questions contact  
Sandy Gutz or Mary Moritz. 
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Ponderings in the Pasture - Pastor Gutz 

Paul writes to the Philippians, “Do nothing 
from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility 
count others more significant than yourselves.  
Let each of you look not only to his own 
interests, but also to the interests of others.  
Have this mind among yourselves which is in 
Christ Jesus, . . .  
 These words of the Apostle Paul are 
counter-cultural.  They went against the culture of 
Paul’s day.  They go against the culture of our day.     
 Be bold.  Be assertive.  Look out for 
Number One and remember you’re number one.  
Let them know what you really think.   Those are 
the expressions of our culture.  And they were in 
Paul’s day.  But Paul writes something much 
different.   He urges us as followers of Jesus Christ 
to have the mind of Christ.  “Have this mind 
among yourselves which is in Christ Jesus. . . “ 
 What is that mind which Christ had?  

Have this mind among yourselves, which 
is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in 
the form of God, did not count equality with 
God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, 
by taking the form of a servant, being born in 
the likeness of men. And being found in human 
form, he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a 
cross. (Philippians 2:5-8 ESV)

Jesus did all of this for us and for our 
salvation.  He did it for you.  Because He has - God 
has highly exalted Him and given Him the name 
that is above every name that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.  
The day is coming when every person, every 
creature, including the angels and demons will bow 
before the one who is King of kings and Lord of 
lords.   Everyone and everything will confess that 
Jesus is Lord.  Truly the stones will cry out.  All 
creation will praise His name because He gave 
Himself for the life of the world.    

“Have this mind among yourselves 
which is in Christ Jesus. . . “  Yes, this is what 
Paul reminds the Philippians Christians to have.  
He also reminds us.  No, God is not asking you to 
suffer and die upon a cross.  That job has already 
been taken.  But we are called to be of service to 
others.  Christians have been doing that in both 

large and small ways for the past 2000 years.  It 
happens whenever we put others ahead of 
ourselves.  It happens when parents or 
grandparents stop and take time to read a Bible 
story to a child anxious to listen.  It happens when a 
person visits a friend in the nursing home and 
remembers him in his prayers.  It happens when a 
person provides a listening ear to a friend and then 
remembers that friend in her prayers.   The ways in 
which we can be of service to others is limitless.  
And God sees that service that we have done for 
others as service that we have done for Him.  
 C.S. Lewis in his book Mere Christianity
makes a wonderful observation about humility.  He 
says if we were to meet a truly humble person, we 
would never come away from meeting them 
thinking they were humble.  They would not be 
telling us they were a nobody - a person who keeps 
saying that is actually focused on themselves.  The 
thing we would remember from meeting a truly 
humble person is how much they seemed to be 
totally interested in us.  Maybe you don’t know 
anybody like that.  But this is the possibility for us!  
Paul would encourage us. “Do nothing from 
selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility 
count others more significant than yourselves.  
Let each of you look not only to his own 
interests, but also to the interests of others.  
Have this mind among yourselves which is in 
Christ Jesus, . . . 
  Humility is not thinking more of myself or 
thinking less of myself, it is thinking of myself less.  
It is learning to enjoy things that are not about me.  
What is amazing is that God uses this to bring us 
joy.  People who look for ways to be of service to 
others find an unusual blessing.  Not only does it 
bring good to the person they are serving.  It brings 
joy to the person who serves.  In contrast to that 
when we think that indulging our desires is what 
brings us joy - we discover that if it does, it is short-
lived and doesn’t satisfy.  Believing that you need 
to be number one may get you there but loneliness 
will be your companion.  On the other hand, get 
over yourself, be of use to someone else, stop 
focusing on your problems and what do we 
discover? Not only are we helpful to others but it 
lightens our own burdens.    
 Then pray that no one notices.  Be content 
with knowing that God knows.  He who did not 
spare His own Son but gave Him up for us all - how 
will He not along with Him graciously give us all 
things?      
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Preschool
Our Unit of study this month will be about 
Space. We will talk about planets and stars, air 
and gravity and space travel. We will review 
numbers and letters, work on rhyming and 
learn to clap syllables. 

Our Bible stories this month will be - “Thomas 
sees the risen Savior”, “Philip and the man 
from Africa” and “Rhoda and Friends Pray for 
Peter” ”God makes Saul and new creation”. 

Our Bible verse is - “Christ died for our sins, He 
was buried, He was raised on the third day.” 1 
Corinthians 15:3-4 

Registration continues for the fall. Spaces are 
filling quickly!  If you know of anyone interested 
in Holy Trinity Lutheran Pre-School please 
have them call to speak with me. The 
registration fee is $25.00 and is non-
refundable. 

We will have a Bowl-a-thon April 11 & 12. 
Watch your child’s backpack for more 
information on this. 

Parent/Teacher Conferences will be held on 
April 28 & 29.  

Upcoming news!
- All class picnic will be held on Friday, May 
20th between 10:30 and 12:00. All students 
must have an adult with them at the picnic. 
-Graduation for children going to Kindergarten 
will be at 9:00 on Monday, May 23rd.  

Thanks to our Church cleaners 

Thank you to John & Susie Bedeker,  
Nickie Clark, Pat Gotch, Marsha Johnston, 

Mark Kovach, Lora Landrum, Jan Rogers and 
Frank & Gloria Sass for cleaning Holy Trinity 

Old #3 and Church sanctuary for Easter.  Your 
help is much appreciated and such a blessing. 

Remember to pray for our shut-in 
members, those sick & 

hospitalized: 

Bill Andree Donna Murphy 

James Andree Louise Novotney 

Doris Dimmig Virginia O’Brien 

Bryan Donner John Repko 

Ruth Harlow 
Charles 
Rinkenberger 

Jim Kerestes Ruth Rinkenberger 

Helen Kruger George Tibbles 

Ruth Lehman Anne Yednock 

Serving in April 

Elders 

Saturday – Jeff McMullen, Jack Zavada 

Sunday – Dave Gotch, Tim Kerestes 

Ushers 

Bob Barr Jr., David Kochis, Pete Pastirik 

Greeters 

Joan Crouch, Linda Poundstone 

Altar Guild 

Saturday – Nickie Clark, Tracy Stortz 

Sunday – Dan & Diana Reynolds  
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HOLY TRINITY HEALTH MINISTRIES 
Jacqueline Girard, RN, MSN, PN 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 Ecclesiastes 9:7 “Go, eat your bread 
with joy, and drink your wine with a merry 
heart, for God has already approved what you 
do.” (ESV)  As I write this, dear friends, I am 
planning another holiday dinner.  Like you, the 
food I prepare for family and friends is made 
with love and from my heart.  Every turn of the 
spoon, every taste to make certain it is just 
right, every smell to make sure nothing is 
missing is for those I love. It is my gift to them.  
It is also a gift to myself as I prepare the 
recipes (not really, there are no recipes as I 
was taught the “pinch of this and a pinch of 
that” until it tastes good method!).  It brings into 
my kitchen those dear to me that taught and 
guided me.  Psalm 145:4 “One generation shall 
commend your works to another, and shall 
declare your mighty acts.” (ESV)  

Our bodies need nutrition; and, at times, 
we indulge.  However, there are ways we can 
make those special dishes a little better for us.  
For example, when I started using half chicken 
stock and half cream in potato soup, no one 
noticed!  My favorite “trick” is dried fruit in the 
grandbaby snack cupboard.  Peanut butter 
cookies and oatmeal cookies provide protein!  I 
have one grandbaby that loves frozen 
blueberries.  And all my grandbabies know how 
to lick fresh berries and dip them in a bowl of 
sugar.  The point being, if we are the ones 
choosing the food, we should think beyond the 
standard and provide nourishment.  Think of 
the bread and fishes; be creative.  1 Peter 5:3 
“Not domineering over those in your charge, 
but being examples to the flock.” (ESV) 
 Our blood pressure clinic for April will be 
the 3rd.  Hope to see you there. 

Blessings and good thoughts, 
Jackie 

Prayer for Spiritual Strength 

For this reason I bow my knees before the 
Father,  from whom every family in heaven and 
on earth is named,  that according to the riches 

of his glory he may grant you to be 
strengthened with power through his Spirit in 
your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in 
your hearts through faith—that you, being 
rooted and grounded in love, may have 

strength to comprehend with all the saints what 
is the breadth and length and height and depth,  
and to know the love of Christ that surpasses 
knowledge, that you may be filled with all the 

fullness of God.   Ephesians 3:14-19 

Some websites to check out: 
Lutheran Ch. - Missouri Synod www.lcms.org 
Concordia Pub. House - www.cph.org 

Christian Radio www.piratechristianradio.com 
www.kfuoam.org 
www.issuesetc.org 
For singles, widowed, divorced:
www.inspiration-for-singles.com 
Some good blogs: 
www.wmltblog.org 
www.internetmonk.com 
www.patheos.com/blogs/geneveith 

For Youth: www.worldvieweverlasting.com 

Our Preschool has a Facebook page.  Stop by 
and like us.  Check out our church’s web 
page www.holytrinitystreator.org


