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Holy Trinity 

Ambassador 
May

     2015
VBS 2015 – Evenings! 

 Camp Discovery  
 Jesus At Work Through Us

For children  
completing one year of preschool - 6th grade.   

June 22 – June 26  
6:30 – 8 p.m.   

Pre-registration is free through Friday June 19.  
Space is limited!  Please sign up. 

 Register by calling the church office at 
815-672-2393 or by filling out a registration 
form found in the June Announcer or on the 
Sunday school bulletin board.  After June 19 
registration is $5/family.  See you there! 

More information about VBS will be in our 
June newsletter.  

Streatorland Food Pantry sends their
thanks for your donations of food to the pantry.  

It is greatly appreciated. 
Jen Falk, Treasurer 

Church Picnic 
The annual Church Picnic will be on  

Sunday, June 14th.  Please mark your 
calendars.  See you there! 

Remember Our Missions 

Lutheran Heritage Foundation (LHF) and 
Together in Mission (TIM) 

Your mission offering support these two 
outreaches.  TIM giving supports Rev. Jacob 
Gaugert who is teaching at the Lutheran 
seminary in Dapaong, Togo.  LHF supports 
the translation of Lutheran materials into other 
languages for use by pastors and missionaries.     

Confession
Confessional Hours are held quarterly or by 
appointment.  The next scheduled date for 
confession is Saturday, May 16th, 8-9 a.m. in 

the church sanctuary.  Pastor Gutz is 
available for those who desire to make private 

confession and hear the promise of God’s 
forgiveness personally.  This is a voluntary 
and historic practice of the Lutheran Church.  

If you have any questions or concerns, please 
call Pastor Gutz.  You can check out the 

format on page 292 of the Lutheran Service 
Book

Remember
  Those Who Served

Memorial Day, May 25th
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Ponderings in the Pasture - Pastor Gutz  

Must you become a better person in order 
to become pleasing to God?  Of course you 
must!  We take it for granted that this is true.  
We consider religious people to be people with a 
higher moral standard, with certain customs and 
characteristics that are considered to be 
respectable.  This is precisely what the religious 
teachers of Jesus day taught.  But Jesus taught 
something very different. We learn of this in the 
conversion of the Apostle Paul. 

The apostle Paul prior to becoming a 
Christian wasn’t a bad person, in fact, quite the 
opposite.  Paul was a good and decent person.  
He was devoutly religious.  He was from a 
religious family.  He advanced in his religion 
beyond many of his own age.  He was so 
zealous that he tracked down and persecuted 
those who opposed the Jewish religion.  He 
even said that according to his own religion he 
was blameless.  He was not a thief.  He was not 
immoral.  He was a good person.  He was 
religious.  But He was not a Christian.   

Paul is an example of how a person can 
be good, decent, upright, respectable, religious, 
and still be in need of conversion.  Doing the 
right thing does not make you a Christian.  Being 
religious does not make you a Christian.  Even 
going to church does not make you a Christian.  
Conversion to Jesus Christ is not about going 
from being morally bad to morally good.  Paul 
needed to be converted but his problem wasn’t 
that he was an immoral, drunken, slug.  You 
might even say that Paul converted from trying to 
be good, to being a Christian.  Years later Paul 
would write, But whatever gain I had . . all this he 
counted as loss for the sake of Christ.  Indeed, 
Paul said, “I count everything as loss because of 
the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus, 
my Lord. . . . in order that I may gain Christ and 
be found in Him, not having a righteousness of 
my own that comes from the law, but that which 
comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness 
from God that depends on faith.” (Phil 3: 8-9)  

What did Paul convert to?  The same 
thing that you and I need to convert to - trusting 
not in ourselves but in the mercy of God that is 
given to us in Jesus.  It happens that we can go 
to church, be religious, do the right things and still 

not be converted.  We can do all of those things 
and still be looking primarily at ourselves.  Jesus 
tells us that the one who seeks his own life will 
actually lose it.  You cannot make yourself into a 
Christian.       

Jesus demands much more than go to 
church, read your Bible and remember to say 
your prayers.  The demand that Jesus makes 
upon you is perfection.  That is His demand.  
We get defensive because when perfection is the 
expectation there is no hope for us.  We would 
rather reinterpret what Jesus said then face the 
truth of those words.  The fact that we cannot 
keep the demands of God does not give us the 
right to change them.  Telling ourselves that 
we’ll do better is commendable but it is not what 
Jesus demands.  He demands far more than 
that.  And that is why we fail.   

What Jesus asks is that you believe that 
He has done all of that for you.  That He has met 
all the demands in your place.  He asks that you 
follow Him, listen to Him, and place yourself 
under His influence.  He is the one who turns 
people into Christians.  The thief on the cross 
who died next to Jesus did not have time to 
become a better man.  He could never have a 
new life or any good deeds to boast of.  And yet 
this man received an unconditional promise of 
salvation.  He had done the one thing that is 
necessary - he had come to Jesus to get his help.  
He believed in Jesus. 

That is what converted the Apostle Paul.  
Paul had been morally virtuous.  He did have 
things He could boast of.  But he counted all of 
that a loss compared to the surpassing 
knowledge of knowing Jesus Christ as His Lord 
and Savior.  Jesus met all the demands for Paul, 
for the thief on the cross and for you through His 
death and resurrection.  That is Good News that 
you need to hear and hear often because there is 
a part of you that doesn’t want to hear it.  

There are people who have gone to 
church their whole lives and think that is what 
makes them Christian.  That is not to be you.  
You and I need to be converted again and again 
and again from trusting in ourselves to trusting in 
the one who is the author and perfecter of our 
salvation.  Rejoice in hearing that and ask Jesus 
through the power of His Holy Spirit to continue to 
covert you.  He will.       
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Church Council Meeting 

March 31, 2015

Present were: M. Peters, J. Zavada,  
V. McCollum, D. Gotch, H. Drysdale,  
P. Gotch, R. Kochis, J. Christensen  
and Pastor Gutz. 

Committee Reports: 
- Church Properties: Expenses for snow 
removal were lower this year.  Com Ed 
installed a light to improve security and safety 
to the front parking area at no expense to the 
church.  Carpet will be cleaned in June.  
- Education:  Preschool has 32 preregistered 
for next year.  Preschool picnic will be May 20 
with graduation May 21. 
Elders:  Elders determined who would serve 
for the month of April.  Old #3 summer 
schedule will be contingent on availability of an 
Organist.   
- Parish Activities:  Lenten service soup 
suppers were attended by 20-25 people.  
Church cleaning took place.  Easter cards 
were sent to shut-ins.  Easter brunch was 
planned.  Members are asked to bring a dish 
to pass.  No Mother/Daughter banquet this 
year due to low attendance. 
Old Business:  Discussed ways to keep the 
congregation informed about church financial 
information.  Weekly expense report to be 
included in the Announcer. 
New Business:   Elections are approaching.  
Jack Zavada asked for name of persons who 
may be interested in serving on a board.  At 
Aprils All Boards Meetings, boards will be 
asked to identify someone to serve on the 
nominating committee. 

- Next meeting will be held April 28, 2015. 

Some websites to check out: 
Lutheran Ch. - Missouri Synod www.lcms.org 
Concordia Pub. House - www.cph.org 

Christian Radio
www.piratechristianradio.com 
www.kfuoam.org 
www.issuesetc.org 
For singles, widowed, divorced:
www.inspiration-for-singles.com 
Some good blogs: 
www.wmltblog.org 
www.internetmonk.com 
www.patheos.com/blogs/geneveith 

For Youth: www.worldvieweverlasting.com 

Internet porn a problem for you or someone 
you know?  There is help. Check out: 
www.settingcaptivesfree.com 

Our Preschool has a Facebook page.  Stop by 
and like us.  Check out our church’s web page 
www.holytrinitystreator.org 

Serving in May 
Elders 

Saturday – Eric Harcharik, Tony Miles 
Sunday – Randy Kochis, Mark Lowe 

Ushers 
Rick Lesak, Larry Runyon, 
Steve and Nathan Lightle 

Greeters 
Marvin & Jeannette Viets 

Altar Guild 
Saturday – Susie Bedeker 
Sunday – Lora Landrum 
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PreSchool 
Our Unit of study this month will be 

Caterpillars to Butterflies and Flowers. During 
this month we will learn about life cycles, parts 
of flowers, and summer safety. 

Our Bible stories will be “Philip and the 
man from Africa” & “Paul and Silas in jail”. 
Our memory verse for the month - “I am with 
you and will watch over you wherever you go” 
Genesis 28:15. 

Reach for the Stars Program had a total of 15 
students participate. Together they read a total 
of 6,204 minutes over the two weeks. Way to 
go students, that was fantastic. Holy Trinity 
Preschool received 29 books from the 
program. Thank you for your participation!
Big Thanks! We would like to thank all those 
who have helped out with activities this year. 

Monday, May 18th & Tuesday, May 19th will 
be our last full days of classes. Thank you for a 
great year!  
Wednesday, May 20th will be the all school 
class picnic between 10:30-12:00.  Don’t 
forget your sack lunch!  Hope to see everyone 
there. Just a reminder all students need an 
adult with them at the picnic. Children will come 
with an adult at 10:30. 
Graduation is Thursday, May 21st at 9:00am 
for all students that will be going on to 
kindergarten.  Non-graduating students and 
parents are invited.  

Have a great summer! 

Preschool Rummage/Bake Sale 
Thank you to everyone who donated to our 
Preschool Rummage/Bake Sale. The sale 
earned $633 which enables them to purchase 
items needed for continued progress and 
success of our Preschool.  Your donations 
are much appreciated. 

Voter’s Meeting 
Sunday, June 14th at 10:15 a.m. 

Subject to be addressed:  Election of 
officers and board members.  Balloting 

will begin at the close of the 9 a.m. worship 
service.  If you cannot attend, absentee 
ballots are available in the church office. 

Nominees for the June 14th Election:

Vice President: 
(vote for 1) 

Jack Zavada* 

Secretary: 
(vote for 1) 

Val McCollum 

Elders:
(vote for 3) 

Dave Gotch* 
Frank Sass 
Tim Welch 

Church Properties: 
(vote for 4) 
Bob Barr* 

Steve Kotches* 
Mark Kovach 

 ------

Education: 
(vote for 3) 
Lana Gore 

Shea Lowe* 
Mary Moritz* 

Parish Activities: 
(vote for 3) 
Pat Gotch* 

Marsha Johnston* 
----- 

*incumbents 
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Scholarship Applications 
The Scholarship Committee is now accepting 

Scholarship Applications for the fall 2015 
Semester.  Interested applicants may pick up 

an application in the church office. All 
applications must be submitted to the church 

office by noon on Wednesday, July 1st. 

+ Betty Opremchak + 

Our Savior Jesus Christ has destroyed death 
and brought life and immortality to light through 
the Gospel.  Let us remember with 
thanksgiving what God has done through His 
servant Marion Elizabeth “Betty” Opremchak. 

Betty was born August 6, 1923, in Streator.  
She was the daughter of Robert and Florence 
(Smith) Johnston.  Betty was made a child of 
God through the waters of Holy Baptism 
January 23, 1946.  She was confirmed.  She 
married Edward Bakalar January 6, 1946.  He 
preceded her in death on April 16, 1975. She 
married Robert J. Opremchak on December 
14, 1991.  On Friday, April 3, Betty at the age 
of 91 years fell asleep in Jesus.   

Betty is survived by her husband, Bob, of 
Auburn; two daughters, Janice (Howard) 
Brennan, of Oglesby, and Joan Clemens, of 
Lower Hutt, New Zealand; one son, Wayne 
(Debra Vanko) Bak, of Des Moines, Iowa; one 
granddaughter, Anastasia Clemens; two 
stepdaughters, Linda Llyod, of Springfield, and 
Cheryl (Richard) Blair, of Auburn; one stepson, 
James (Diane) Opremchak, of Auburn; five 
step grandchildren, Michael Brennan, Jack 
Crissey Jr., Adam Crissey, James Blair and 
Crystal (Bud) Keane; and eight step great 
grandchildren. 

She was preceded in death by her parents; first 
husband, Edward Bakalar; a sister, Marge 
Eilts; and one brother, Robert Johnston; and a 
son-in-law, Dr. Anthony Clemens. 

Betty attended Streator grade schools and was 
a graduate of Streator High School, Class of 
1941. She was employed in the office at 
Thatcher Glass Company in Streator before 
her retirement.  She was a member Holy 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Streator. 

The Lord gives and the Lord takes away; 
blessed be the name of the Lord.  We give 
thanks to God our Father through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord for our sister Betty.  

For the Record 

Betty Opremchak 
Christian Burial: April 8 

Lori Robson 
Baptized: April 3 

Received into membership: 
April 26 

Remember to pray for our shut-in members, 
those sick & hospitalized: 

Bill Andree Ruth Lehman 

James Andree Donna Murphy 

Doris Dimmig Lois Novak 

Bryan Donner Louise Novotney 

Norma Garrett Virginia O’Brien 

Ruth Harlow John Repko 

Tom Kerestes Charles Rinkenberger 

Helen Kruger Ruth Rinkenberger 
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HOLY TRINITY HEALTH MINISTRIES 
Jacqueline Girard, RN, MSN, PN 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 “Now faith is the substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.  
For by it the elders obtained a good report.  
Through faith we understand that the worlds 
were framed by the word of God, so that things 
which are seen were not made of things which 
do appear.”  Hebrews 11:1-3 (KJV).  Faith is 
the substance of things hoped for.  Prayer and 
faith; faith and prayer.  These things bring 
comfort and peace in times of worry. 
 May is the American Stoke Awareness 
Month and a topic near to my heart.  My 
father’s sister, Auntie Nonie, has been a 
wonderful and significant part of my whole life.  
Four years ago, she suffered several major 
strokes on Maundy Thursday.  This event 
changed a vibrant, self-sufficient, independent 
woman into a small, elderly, and frail woman 
lying in a hospital bed waiting for God’s 
determination of her fate.  Fortunately for me, 
our dear Father allowed her to stay with me for 
a while longer.  However, over the next year, 
she had to relearn to talk, eat, walk, and 
participate in everyday life activities.  The 
relearning was brutal, but she persevered and 
is now living independently again (with some 
concessions to the limitations she was left with 
after the strokes).  “The Lord will fulfill his 
purpose for me; your steadfast love, O Lord, 
endures forever.  Do not forsake the work of 
your hands” Psalm 138:8 (ESV). 
 Auntie Nonie had some warning signs 
prior to her strokes.  In her calendar, a week 
before the event, she wrote “heart felt funny.”  
This could have been an indication of atrial 
fibrillation—an irregular heart beat that can 
cause blood clots than can travel to the brain 
and cause strokes.  When she woke up that 
Maundy Thursday, her left side felt weak (that’s 
when she called 911).  Significant facts about 
strokes: 

1) Every 40 seconds someone has a 
stroke. 

2) One out of six people will have a stroke 
in their lifetime. 

3) Stroke is the leading cause of disability 
in the United States. 

4) Stroke is the #5 cause of death in the 
United States. 

As your parish nurse, I would encourage you to 
remember the acronym F.A.S.T. for symptoms 
of stroke. 
 F Face drooping 
 A Arm weakness 
 S Speech difficulty 
 T Time to call 911 
The sooner stroke is treated, the better the 
odds of survival and a full recovery. 
 There are things in our lives we can 
control to decrease the risk of stroke (with and 
without the assistance of our doctors):  blood 
pressure, diet, smoking, exercise, cholesterol.  
The next time you see your doctor, ask him/her 
about your risk for stroke and appropriate 
interventions. 
 In the meantime, let us be thankful for 
the gifts He has given.  “As each has received 
a gift, use it to serve one another, as good 
stewards of God's varied grace” 1Peter 4:10 
(ESV). 
 Funny story for you.  As Nonie was 
recuperating at our home, I would take her to 
Catholic mass here in Wenona on Sundays 
and holidays.  Wenona is a small town, and 
the congregation got used to seeing Nonie and 
I for services.  When Nonie went back home to 
Minnesota, I asked a friend of mine (who is a 
member of that church) to tell the priest when I 
wasn’t visible in their church anymore that I 
wasn’t a bad Catholic but a good Lutheran! 
 Our blood pressure clinic for May will be 
after Sunday service May 10th, and I look 
forward to seeing you.  The second half of 
May, your parish nurse will be visiting Nonie in 
Minnesota (and probably squeezing in a little 
fishing at the lake). 

Blessing and good thoughts, 
Jackie


