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Holy Trinity 

Ambassador March 
    2015 

Daylight Savings Time 
Sunday, March 8th 

Food Drive 
The Board of Parish Activities food drive will 

run through the Lenten Season. All donations 
will be donated to the food pantry.  Please 
place all non-perishable food items on the 
stage.  Thank you for all your donations! 

Hearts at Home 
Normal, Illinois - March 13th – 14th, 2015 
A Hearts at Home Conference will help you 

enjoy the moments, the laughter, and the grace 
of being a mom.  Go to 

www.HeartsatHome.org for more details. 

Preschool Rummage & Bake Sale 
Saturday, April 25th, 8 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

Items for sale can be 
dropped off after April 12th. 

Please place items on the stage. 

Bake Sale donations can be dropped off 
Friday, April 24th in the church kitchen. 

Lent Services – 6 p.m.

March 4  
"Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be 

with Me in Paradise." 

March 11  
"My God, My God, why have You forsaken 

Me?" 

March 18  
"I thirst!" 

March 25  
"It is finished!" & "Father, 'into Your hands I 

commit My spirit.'"   

Soup supper from 5-5:30 p.m. 

Please set aside Wednesday  
evenings to join us. 

Holy Week Services 

Maundy Thursday 
April 2nd - 7 p.m. Divine Service 

Good Friday 
April 3rd – noon worship at Old #3 

7 p.m. worship at Holy Trinity 

No worship on Saturday, April 4th

Easter Sunday 
April 5th – 9 .m. Divine Service 
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Ponderings in the Pasture - Pastor Gutz 

A parable: 
In a mother’s womb were two babies. 

One asked the other: “Do you believe in life 
after delivery?” The other replied, “Why, of 
course. There has to be something after 
delivery. Maybe we are here to prepare 
ourselves for what we will be later.” 

“Nonsense” said the first. “There is no 
life after delivery. What kind of life would that 
be?” 

The second said, “I don’t know, but 
there will be more light than here. Maybe we 
will walk with our legs and eat from our mouths. 
Maybe we will have other senses that we can’t 
understand now.” 

The first replied, “That is absurd. 
Walking is impossible. And eating with our 
mouths? Ridiculous! The umbilical cord 
supplies nutrition and everything we need. But 
the umbilical cord is so short. Life after delivery 
is to be logically excluded.” 

The second insisted, “Well I think there 
is something and maybe it’s different than it is 
here. Maybe we won’t need this physical cord 
anymore.” 

The first replied, “Nonsense. And 
moreover if there is life, then why has no one 
ever come back from there? Delivery is the end 
of life, and in the after-delivery there is nothing 
but darkness and silence and oblivion. It takes 
us nowhere.” 

“Well, I don’t know,” said the second, 
“but certainly we will meet Mother and she will 
take care of us.” 

The first replied “Mother? You actually 
believe in Mother? That’s laughable. If Mother 
exists then where is She now?” 

The second said, “She is all around us. 
We are surrounded by her. We are of Her. It is 
in Her that we live. Without Her this world 
would not and could not exist.” 

Said the first: “Well I don’t see Her, so it 
is only logical that She doesn’t exist.” 

To which the second replied, 
“Sometimes, when you’re in silence and you 
focus and you really listen, you can perceive 

Her presence, and you can hear Her loving 
voice, calling down from above.” (by the 
Hungarian writer Útmutató a Léleknek) 
 We aren’t left with just a voice to listen to 
when we are silent.   “. . . we have the 
prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which 
you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp 
shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and 
the morning star rises in your hearts, knowing 
this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture 
comes from someone's own interpretation. For 
no prophecy was ever produced by the will of 
man, but men spoke from God as they were 
carried along by the Holy Spirit.  (2 Peter 
1:19-21 ESV) 
Be in the Word that you may be refreshed in 

the truth. 

How can a young man keep his way pure? 
By living according to your word. 
I seek you with all my heart; 
do not let me stray from your commands. 
I have hidden your word in my heart 
that I might not sin against you. 
Praise be to you, O LORD;
teach me your decrees. 
With my lips I recount 
all the laws that come from your mouth. 
I rejoice in following your statues 
as one rejoices in great riches. 
I meditate on your precepts 
and consider your ways. 
I delight in your decrees; 
I will not neglect your word. 
Psalm 119:9-16 

“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment 
in the law?”  Jesus replied:  “Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind.  This is the first 
and greatest commandment.  And second is 
like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’  All 
the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 
commandments. 
Matthew 22:36-40 
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Church Council Meeting 
January 28th, 2014  

There was not enough Church Council 
members present for a quorum for the January 
meeting so there are no “official” minutes. 

God is Love 
In this the love of God was made 

manifest among us, that God sent his only Son 
into the world, so that we might live through 
him.  In this is love, not that we have loved 
God but that he loved us and sent his Son to 
be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God 
so loved us, we also ought to love one 
another. No one has ever seen God; if we love 
one another, God abides in us and his love is 
perfected in us. By this we know that we abide 
in him and he in us, because he has given us 
of his Spirit.  1 John 4:9-13

Remember to pray for our shut-in 
members, those sick & hospitalized: 

Bill Andree Donna Murphy 

James Andree Lois Novak 

Doris Dimming Louise Novotney 

Bryan Donner Virginia O’Brien 

Norma Garrett Betty Opremchak 

Ruth Harlow John Repko 

Tom Kerestes Charles Rinkenberger 

Helen Kruger Ruth Rinkenberger 

Ruth Lehman 

For the Record 
Died: 

Marcia Olesen 
January 26, 2015 

Serving in March 
Elders 

Saturday – Tony Miles, James Warwick 
Sunday – Dave Gotch, Randy Kochis  

 Ushers 
Rob Downey, Ruth Murray, 

Dan Reynolds, Brian Reynolds 

Greeters 
John & Betty Kochis 

Altar Guild 
Saturday – Greg & Barb Lentman 

Sunday – Lori Welch 
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PreSchool 

 Our theme this month will be Nursery 
Rhymes and Safety. During the month we will 
work on math and science activities to go along 
with the nursery rhymes. At the end of the 
month we will have a math and science fair for 
you to walk through showing the activities that 
we have done. 

Our Bible stories this month will be focusing on 
the story of Jesus death and resurrection. 
“Jesus rides into Jerusalem”, “The Last 
Supper”, “Jesus is at Gethsemane”, “Jesus is 
crucified”, “The first Easter”. 

Our Bible memory verse – “For God so loved 
the world that He gave His one and only Son.”  
John 3:16 

Reach for the Stars is a reading incentive 
program that we will begin on March 2 and will 
run through March 17. A letter explaining the 
program is with this newsletter. Packets for the 
children will be sent home on March 2 & 3. 

Registration continues for the fall. Spaces are 
filling quickly!  If you know of anyone 
interested in Holy Trinity Lutheran Pre-School 
please have them call or stop in.   

*Kids do better when they are 
encouraged.  Be positive! 

Needed for Sunday Service 
A person is needed to help record our Sunday 
worship service once or twice a month.  We 
will provide the training.  Contact the church 
office or Pastor Gutz if you’re interested. 

Some websites to check out:
Our own: www.holytrinitystreator.org
Lutheran Ch. - Missouri Synod www.lcms.org
Concordia Pub. House - www.cph.org

Christian Radio
www.piratechristianradio.com 
www.kfuoam.org 
www.issuesetc.org 
For singles, widowed, divorced:
www.inspiration-for-singles.com 
Some good blogs: 
www.wmltblog.org 
www.internetmonk.com 
www.patheos.com/blogs/geneveith 

For Youth: www.worldvieweverlasting.com 

Internet porn a problem for you or someone 
you know?  There is help. Check out: 
www.settingcaptivesfree.com

Our Preschool has a Facebook page.  Stop by 
and like us.  

He Saved Us 
But when the goodness and loving kindness of 

God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not 
because of works done by us in righteousness, 

but according to his own mercy, by the 
washing of regeneration and renewal of the 
Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly 

through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being 
justified by his grace we might become heirs 

according to the hope of eternal life. 
Titus 3: 4-7 
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Mission Offerings 
Your mission offerings go to support the work 
of Rev. Jacob Gaugert who is working in Togo 
to help teach Lutheran pastors there.  Your 
offerings also support the work of Lutheran 
Heritage Foundation which continues to 
provide materials for the teaching and 
spreading of the Gospel.  Check them out: 
www.lhfmissions.org

Encourage Your Growth in Faith
Available in the church office:

-The Lutheran Study Bible – regular print - $37, 
large print $47 
-Bible Covers - $17 
-Faith Alive Student Bible - $25 
-The Story Bible – Children’s Bible - $25 
(Intended for preschool age children) 
-Treasury of Daily Prayer – A tool for personal 
devotions - includes Scripture reading and 
prayers for each day. - $35 
-Lutheran Service Book – (our hymnal) - $23 

*Hard cover Christian books for young reader –  
-The Real Story of the Creation – learn that 
God created the world, the fall into sin and how 
God planned to reconcile to Him. - $5 
-The Real Story of the Flood – learn what is 
known about the Flood as revealed in 
scripture. - $5. 

Holy Trinity Spring Cleaning 
Come join us for the spring cleaning of the 

sanctuary.  Please bring bucket and cleaning 
cloth.  Saturday, March 14th 9:00 a.m. - ? 

Many hands make light work. 

+ Marcia E. Olesen + 

Our Savior Jesus Christ has destroyed 
death and brought life and immortality to light 
through the Gospel.  Let us remember with 
thanksgiving what God has done through His 
servant Marcia Olesen.   

Marcia was born September 28, 1938, 
in Streator.  She was the daughter of Marvin 
and Marcella (Worrell) Ensign.  Marcia was 
made a child of God through the waters of Holy 
Baptism.  She was confirmed.  She married 
Edward Olesen on March 2, 1956.  On 
Monday, January 26, Marcia at the age of 76 
years fell asleep in Jesus. 

Marcia is survived by her husband, 
Edward Olesen, of Streator; daughter, Tambla 
(Dan Sass) Olesen, of Streator; son, Edward 
“Gene” Olesen Jr., of Tennessee; brothers, 
Ross (Karen), of Michigan, David (Diane), of 
Wenona, and James (Linda) Ensign, of 
Wisconsin; sister, Sheila (Tomas) Mascote, of 
Long Point; and many nieces and nephews.  
She was preceded in death by her parents; a 
brother, Marvin Ensign; stepfather, Rosswell 
Ensign; and stepmother, Dorothy Taylor 
Ensign. 

Marcia graduated from Woodland High 
School in 1956.  She worked at Lipton Tea, 
Thatcher’s Glass Manufacturing and retired in 
1994 from Owens Illinois Glass Manufacturing.  
She was a member of a number of 
organizations.  Her passion was showing 
American Saddlebred Horses.  She also was 
a 4H leader for more than 25 years.  She was 
a member of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Streator. 

The Lord gives and the Lord takes 
away; blessed be the name of the Lord.  We 
give thanks to God our Father through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord for our sister Marcia.  
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HOLY TRINITY HEALTH MINISTRIES 
Jacqueline Girard, RN, MSN, PN 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 Psalm 56:3 “When I am afraid, I put my 
trust in you.” (ESV) 
 March is Colorectal Cancer Awareness 
Month.  People over age 50 are at higher risk 
of developing colorectal cancer.  Other risk 
factors are:  polyps (growths) inside the colon, 
family history of colorectal cancer, smoking, 
obesity, not getting enough physical activity, 
drinking too much alcohol, and health 
conditions, such as Crohn’s disease, which 
cause chronic inflammation (ongoing irritation) 
of the intestines.  Colorectal cancer accounts 
for almost ten percent of all cancer deaths in 
the United States.  The risk of developing 
colorectal cancer rises after age 50. It is 
common in both men and women.  The best 
way to prevent colorectal cancer is to get 
tested starting at age 50.  If colon cancer is 
detected in its early stages, it is up to 90 
percent curable. 
 This year, your parish nurse is going to 
turn 60 years old and has been able to use 
every excuse in the book to not have a 
colonoscopy for the last ten years.  However, 
it is time to practice what she preaches and 
have her first colonoscopy in March.  Even 
though, as a nurse, she understands that it is 
just a routine test, it is still a little scary.  As a 
nurse, it is much easier to direct others than to 
go through it yourself.  James 4:17 tells us, 
“So whoever knows the right thing to do and 
fails to do it, for him it is sin.” (ESV)  On the 
bright side, in the future, when I tell a patient 
that the procedure is “a piece of cake,” it will be 
with first-hand knowledge! 
 On a lighter note…it is still bitterly cold 
as I write this column.  But what a wonderful 
season it is.  Lent, Easter, Spring.  It is truly 
one of my favorites.  As always, we are safe in 
His hands.  John 10:28 “I give them eternal 
life, and they will never perish, and no one will 
snatch them out of my hand.” (ESV)  Thank 
you just isn’t enough. 

Blood pressure clinics will be the 1st and 15th of 
March.  As always, I look forward to seeing 
you there. 

Blessings and good thoughts, 
Jackie 

The Tate Family 
Do you know how many members of the Tate
family belong to our church. 

There is one man, DicTate, who wants to run 
everything, while Uncle RoTate tries to change 
everthing. 

Their sister, AgiTate, stirs up plenty of trouble 
with help from her husband, IrraTate. 

Whenever new projects are suggested, 
HesiTate, and his wife, VegiTate, want to wait 
until next year. 

Then there is Aunt ImiTate, who wants our 
church to be like all the rest of the rest of the 
churches. 

DevasTate provides the voice of doom while 
PotenTate wants to be the big shot. 

But not all the members of the Tate family 
members are negative. 

FaciliTate is quite helpful in church matters, 
and a delightful member of the family is 
FeliciTate. 

Cousins CogiTate and MediTate always think 
things over. 

And, of course, there is that black sheep of the 
family, AmpuTate, who has completely cut 
himself off from the church. 


