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Holy Trinity 

Ambassador 

Cookie Drive 
Holy Trinity is taking part in the Trinity 
Lutheran Church of Marseilles 40th annual 
cookie drive. Homemade cookies and the 
nativity story will be given to the patients of 
local nursing homes, Veteran’s Hospital in 
LaSalle, the Youth Detention Home and 
P.A.D.’s in Ottawa, the armory in Streator and 
the National Guard Unit located in Marseilles.  
Please bring cookies the church kitchen before 
or after services on Sunday, November 30th.  
The cookies cannot contain fruit or nuts.  
Please label the cookie container with the 
number of cookies you’ve brought.  
Packaging of all cookies begins Wednesday, 
December 3rd in Marseilles. 

November 
 2014 

Preschool Nut Sale
The nuts have been ordered and are 

scheduled to be ready the second week of 
November.  Be watching for more 

information.  Thank you for your orders! 

Holy Trinity Website 
Please visit our website for current 

information including the Ambassador,  
Preschool newsletter and Pastor’s sermons.   

www.holytrinitystreator.org 
Also our Preschool now has a Facebook page.   

Check it out. 

Old #3 Christmas Party 
You are invited to attend the Old #3 Christmas 

Party on Saturday, December 6th at 1 p.m. 
The party will be held at Chipper’s. Everyone 

will order from the menu or go the buffet.  
Please sign up on the sheet on the bulletin 

board outside the church office.  Everyone is 
welcome to attend. 

Thanksgiving Day 

Service 

at Holy Trinity 

Thursday, Nov. 27th, at 9 a.m. 
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Ponderings in the Pasture - Pastor Gutz 

What kind of people are often the greatest 
and biggest cheerleaders for a particular cause 
or principle?  Those who formerly believed and 
practiced the opposite.  Former alcoholics can 
give powerful testimony to the destruction alcohol 
can bring into a person’s life and the joy and 
freedom that are found in freedom from those 
chains.  Former 3 pack-a-day smokers can give 
hope to those who are trying to kick the habit and 
assure them that it is possible.  People have 
undergone a tremendous transformation after 
working to be free from the tyranny that drugs, 
alcohol, and even food can bring into a person’s 
life.  Such positive changes can bring about an 
improvement in health, relationships, and even a 
person’s own state of mind.  They learn to let the 
past be the past and work through stinkin’ 
thinkin’. 
 The Apostle Paul went through an 
incredible transformation to freedom.  But his 
chains were not forged by food, drugs, or alcohol.  
His chains were forged by - religion.   
 After Paul was set free from the chains of 
religion he did not experience an improvement in 
health and wealth.  His life went from good and 
stable to difficult and challenging.  Paul’s life 
went from good to bad, from positive to negative, 
from having it all to having nothing.  Yet what 
does Paul write from his prison cell?  “Rejoice in 
the Lord again I say rejoice.” (Phil. 4:4)  This is 
not “don’t worry be happy” rejoicing.  This is 
rejoicing that is found when one’s comfort comes 
from Christ and what Christ alone has done.  
Rejoice in the Lord because there is a 
confidence, promise and certainty that is found 
nowhere else.   It is that very Word of good 
news Gospel that Satan would like to steal away 
from our ears.   
 Paul warns us about watching for the 
dogs, the evildoers, those who mutilate the flesh.  
What’s he talking about?   He’s not talking 
about people who are going to beat you up and 
rob you.  He’s not talking about your neighbor’s 
Rottweiler.  He’s writing about those who would 
steal away from you the comfort that is found in 
Jesus Christ and Him alone.   
 In Paul’s day this would have referred to 
those who said, “Yes, you have to believe in 
Jesus but you also have to follow some of the Old  

Testament rituals like circumcision to be saved.”  
This kind of teaching comes down to the church 
in our own age any time people are taught, “Yes, 
Jesus saves you, BUT . . . “  and then fill in the 
blank with whatever the false teacher is teaching.   
“Yes, Jesus saves you, BUT . . .  you also have 
to repent . . .  do good works . . .  have enough 
faith . . . or whatever.”   It is an attempt to steal 
away the comfort of the Good News by getting 
you to believe that Jesus hasn’t done it all - that 
you have to do your part.  That points you back 
to yourself.  Paul goes on to tell us that if anyone 
had a reason to think that he was being saved 
and forgiven by what he did it was Paul.   
 According to the outward keeping of all 
the laws that God had commanded he was 
blameless.  No skeletons in the closet.  Anyone 
would have considered Paul to be a good, 
devout, religious man, who earned and deserved 
the love of God.   
 But . . . Paul says . . . whatever gain I had, 
I count as loss for the sake of Christ.  None of 
that adds up to anything because it actually tries 
to take away from the comfort of what Jesus has 
done.  Indeed, Paul writes, “I count everything a 
loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing 
Jesus Christ my Lord.  For his sake I have 
suffered the loss of all things and consider them 
to be rubbish, . . .(Phil. 3:8).  Why?  Because 
they stood in the way of the comfort that is given 
to him through Jesus Christ and what Jesus 
accomplished for him on the cross.   
 It is not that Jesus did some, but I have to 
do my part.  It is not, Jesus did most of it, but I 
still have to live a good life.  Jesus did it all 
100%.  Only in that truth is there a comfort that 
will not end.   
 Because In Jesus what is Paul given?  
He is given a righteousness that is not his own.  
He is given the righteousness of Christ.  Jesus is 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins and not for our 
only but for the sins of the whole world.  (1 John 
2:2) God made Him who knew no sin to be sin for 
us so that we might become the righteousness of 
God in Him.  (2 Cor. 5:21) All have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God and are justified 
freely by His grace. (Rom. 3:23-24).  Rejoice in 
the Lord, now and always.  He has done it all! 
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Church Council Meeting
September 30, 2014 

Present: M. Peters, J. Zavada, V. McCollum,  
         D. Gotch, R. Kochis, J. Christensen,  
         H. Drysdale, Pastor Gutz 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  
-Preschool - Preschool checking account was 
set up September 1st. The preschool is in 
charge of their income and expenses. 
-Church – August income and expenses broke 
even.  Church year to date is at a negative 
$23,000.  Income average for 2014 is the 
same as 2013 however the expenses are 
higher due largely to last winter. The council 
engaged in a lengthy discussion regarding 
possible decreases to the proposed budget for 
2015.  Revisions were proposed.  Budget 
was accepted, with the proposed revisions, for 
presentation to the congregation. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
-Church Properties – Fans were installed in 
two classrooms to assist with air flow.  The city 
will install and maintain a street light to improve 
lighting in the front of the church and parking 
lot.  DCFS required radon test was completed.  
Snow removal contract was signed. 
-Education – All education classes have 
begun.  Preschool enrollment is 51.  The 
three day afternoon class was dropped due to 
low enrollment.  Caterpillar enrollment is at 6.  
Teachers will attend the Gem Conference 
October 10th.  The Open House held 
September 25th was a success.  The 
Preschool has a Facebook account.  The 
annual nut sale is in progress.  
-Elders – The Elder’s reviewed Pastor’s 
activities for August.  Four persons were 
accepted as new members of the 
congregation.  Bible class has resumed.  
Confirmation will be the end of October with 3 
confirmands.  Elder’s duties were assigned for 
October.  Organ donated by Tim Kerestes 
was installed at Old #3. 
-Parish Activities – No report available. 

  Next meeting – October 28th at 7 p.m. 

Voter’s Meeting 
The results of the October 19th Voters meeting 

was 52 voters were in attendance and the 
2015 budget passed unanimously.

Serving in November 

Elders 
Saturday – Tony Miles, Jack Zavada 
Sunday – Randy Kochis, Mark Lowe  

Ushers 
Rick Lesak, Larry Runyon, 
Steve and Nathan Lightle 

Greeters 
Jack & Jan Rogers 

Altar Guild 
Saturday – Jeff & Nancy McMullen 
Sunday – Dan & Diana Reynolds

For the Record 

Married: 
Ashley McMullen and Mark Kobylinski 

October 4th 

Baptized: 
Lakin Brynn Paul 

October 6th 

Confirmed in Christ: 
Riley Gore 

Mitchell Lucas 
Connor Murray 

October 19th
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Holy Trinity Lutheran Church              
Confirmands 2014 

Confirmation is a custom of the Church and 
not a sacrament.  It links the catechumens to 
their Baptism, celebrates the reception of the 
Lord’s Word among them.  Luther strongly 
urges in both catechisms that those who are 
unwilling to learn, at the very least, the Ten 
Commandments, the Creed, and the Lord’s 
Prayer should not be admitted to the Lord’s 
Supper.  Baptized Christians are admitted to 
the Sacrament when they have been 
examined and absolved by their pastor in 
accordance with the Lutheran custom outlined 
in the Augsburg Confession (Article XXV).  
Confirmation declares of a catechumen that he 
or she is a Christian who has been baptized, 
confesses the faith, and is in communion with 
Christ and His Church.  The reception of 
catechumens to the Lord’s Table assumes that 
ongoing catechesis is the way of life for the 
faithful Christian.  This rite emphasizes God’s 
work in Baptism, the gift of faith, and the 
benefits of the Lord’s Supper for all who 
believe in Christ and the words of His 
testaments. 

“Train up a child in the way  
he should go; even when he 

is old he will not depart from it.” 
Proverbs 22:6 

Riley Sebastion Gore 

Riley was born on April 10th, 2001 in 
Ottawa, IL.  He is the son of Adam (Lana) 
Gore and Krista Eutis.  He was baptized May 
3, 2007, at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Streator. 

John 8:12 - Again Jesus spoke to them, 
saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever 
follows me will not walk in darkness, but will 
have the light of life.”

Mitchell James Lucas 

Mitchell was born on February 28th, 
2001 in Streator, IL.  He is the son of Donald 
and Julie Lucas.  He was baptized April 1, 
2001, at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Streator. 

John 14:6 - Jesus said to him, “I am the 
way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes 
to the Father except through me. 

Connor Matthew Murray 

Connor was born on June 4th, 2001 in 
Streator, IL.  He is the son of Mel (Kristy) 
Murray and Kate Murray.  He was baptized 
June 17, 2001, at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Streator. 
 John 15:5 - I am the vine; you are the 
branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, 
he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me 
you can do nothing. 
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Preschool 

The theme for the month of November will be 
family, manners, feelings and thanksgiving.  In 
Math we will talk about sorting by color, shape 
and size. In Language we will learn to 
sequence a story. In Social Studies we will talk 
about how families work together. 

Our November Bible Stories will be: “Ruth”, 
“Samuel as a boy”, “David and Goliath”, “Daniel 
and the Lions”. 

Bible memory verse “Lord, You will keep us 
safe and protect us” Psalm 12:7 

Our trip to the Fire Department was very 
exciting. The children & adults loved it. Thanks 
to all the parents that were able to drive. 

Dates to Remember: 
November 6 & 7 - No School/P/T Conferences 
November 27 & 28 - No School/Thanksgiving

Some websites to check out: 
Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod

www.lcms.org 
Concordia Pub. House - www.cph.org 

Pirate Christian Radio
www.piratechristianradio.com 

For singles, widowed, divorced:
www.inspiration-for-singles.com 

Some good blogs: 
www.wmltblog.org 

www.internetmonk.com 
www.patheos.com/blogs/geneveith 

Internet porn a problem for you or someone 
you know?  There is help. Check out: 

www.settingcaptivesfree.com 

Setting Captives Free exists to offer 
Christ-centered Hope and Freedom to those in 

the grip of sin through accountability to 
Bible-based Truth resulting in the true 

enjoyment of Life in and for the Glory of God. 

Encourage Your Growth in Faith
Available in the church office: 

-The Lutheran Study Bible – regular print - $37, 
large print $47 
-Bible Covers - $17 
-Faith Alive Student Bible - $25 
-The Story Bible – Children’s Bible - $25 
(Intended for preschool age children) 
-Book of Concord – Readers Edition - $35 
-Treasury of Daily Prayer – A tool for personal 
devotions - includes Scripture reading and 
prayers for each day. - $35 
-Lutheran Service Book – (our hymnal) - $23 

Hard cover Christian books for young reader –  
-The Real Story of the Creation – learn that 
God created the world, the fall into sin and how 
God planned to reconcile to Him. - $5 
-The Real Story of the Flood – learn what is 
known about the Flood as revealed in scripture. 
- $5. 

Remember to pray for our shut-in 
members, those sick & hospitalized: 

Bill Andree Ruth Lehman 

James Andree Donna Murphy 

Doris Dimmig Lois Novak 

Bryan Donner Louise Novotney 

Norma Garrett Virginia O’Brien 

Ruth Harlow Betty Opremchak 

Tom Kerestes John Repko 

Helen Kruger Ruth Rinkenberger 
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HOLY TRINITY HEALTH MINISTRIES 
Jacqueline T. Girard, RN, MSN, PN 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 Exodus 23:25 “And ye shall serve the 
LORD your God, and he shall bless thy bread, 
and thy water; and I will take sickness away 
from the midst of thee.” (KJV) 
 Just as Moses trusted God when 
surrounded by plague and pestilence, we 
should also trust that He is watching over us as 
His people.  Our trust is much better placed in 
God’s plan than in the yellow journalism 
provided by Facebook and other 
less-than-reliable news media that has been 
sensationalizing a disease that was first 
identified in 1976 in Africa.  Ebola is not a new 
disease—neither is tuberculosis, malaria, or 
AIDS (these three diseases—not Ebola—are 
the major causes of death due to infectious 
disease worldwide).  Ebola was identified and 
has been monitored by the World Health 
Organization (WHO) for 38 years.  However, 
as Pastor has reminded us, being Christians 
does not make us oblivious to the realities of 
the world today.  As your Parish Nurse, I 
would ask that you utilize appropriate 
resources for your questions and information.  
The World Health Organization(WHO) 
(www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs103/e
n/) is an excellent resource, as is our own 
Center for Disease Control (CDC) 
(www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/). 
 From the CDC, following is information 
on the transmission of the Ebola virus: 

When an infection does occur in 
humans, the virus can be spread in several 
ways to others.  Ebola is spread through direct 
contact (through broken skin or mucous 
membranes in, for example, the eyes, nose, or 
mouth) with: 
- blood or body fluids (including but not limited 
to urine, saliva, sweat, feces, vomit, breast 
milk, and semen) of a person who is sick with 
Ebola 
 -objects (like needles and syringes) that have 
been contaminated with the virus 
- infected fruit bats or primates (apes and 
monkeys)

Ebola is not spread through the air or 
by water, or in general, by food. 

And, from the WHO: 
Symptoms of Ebola virus disease: 

The incubation period, that is, the time 
interval from infection with the virus to onset of 
symptoms is 2 to 21 days.  Humans are not 
infectious until they develop symptoms.  First 
symptoms are the sudden onset of fever 
fatigue, muscle pain, headache and sore 
throat.  This is followed by vomiting, diarrhea, 
rash, symptoms of impaired kidney and liver 
function, and in some cases, both internal and 
external bleeding (e.g. oozing from the gums, 
blood in the stools).  Laboratory findings 
include low white blood cell and platelet counts 
and elevated liver enzymes. 

REMEMBER!!!  Exposure must come 
from direct contact with body fluids from a 
symptomatic Ebola victim.  If you have 
questions or concerns, please call me.  I am 
more than happy to be your resource.  Let us, 
as Christians, pray for the well-being of His 
people instead of perpetuating the media 
sensationalism. 
 Let’s move on from Ebola to the holiday 
season ahead.  THANKSGIVING!  What are 
you thankful for, my friends?  James 1:17 
“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from 
above, coming down from the Father of lights 
with whom there is no variation or shadow due 
to change.” (ESV).  Call me Pollyanna, but I 
am thankful for everything—my family, my 
church family, my friends, my calling.  God is 
good, and I pray His goodness shines on all of 
you. 
 Blood pressure checks for November 
will be November 2 and 16.  Hope to see you 
there. 

Blessings and good thoughts, 
Jackie 


