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Holy Trinity 

Ambassador 
September 

 2014

Fall Schedule 

Sunday Divine Service 
9 a.m. 

Saturday Divine Service  
5 p.m. 

Sunday School & Adult Bible Class 
September 7th

10:15 - 11:15 a.m. 

Wednesday School 
September 10th

4:30 - 5:30 p.m. 

Choir 
September 10th

7 p.m. 

PreSchool 
September 2nd & 3rd

Catechism Instruction for 6th – 7th grade 
Sunday, Sept. 7th, 8 a.m.  

Tuesday Morning Bible Class 
September 9th, 7 a.m. 

Preschool Nut Sale 
It’s that time again!  The annual PreSchool 
Nut sale has begun.  Please fill out the form 

with your order located in this month’s 
newsletter and return it to the church office no 

later than noon on Friday, October 10th.  
Additional forms are located in the church 
office and on the stage.  Please call the 

church office with any questions.   

Holy Trinity Website 
Please visit our church website for current 
information including the Ambassador and 

preschool newsletter. 
www.holytrinitystreator.org 

Little Caterpillars 

Early Learning Group 
The purpose of this class is to foster an early 
love of learning in a creative and structured 

environment.  It will help young children with 
socialization and motor skills, as well as 

expose them to the types of things they will 
learn in preschool.  This class provides a 

structured way for parents/guardians to learn 
with their child.  We will meet on Thursday’s 
9:30 – 11am beginning Sept. 4 at Holy Trinity.  
Cost is $20 per month.  For registration and 

questions please call 815-672-2393. 
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Ponderings in the Pasture
Pastor Gutz - September 2014 

These thoughts are excerpted from To Live 
with Christ - daily devotions by Bo Giertz, 
Concordia Publishing House, 2008, p.587-588. 

“Submit to one another out of reverence for 
Christ.” - Ephesians 5:21 

  The apostle Paul knows that 
Christians live in a world where it is considered 
natural to live in contradiction to God’s will.  
He points out two forces that almost 
automatically take charge of people and begin 
to determine their wishes and values when 
they are not determined by God: sexuality and 
money.  Both can be received as good gifts 
from God and be used joyfully and as a 
blessing.  They can also be idols, however, 
from which we expect life’s essential content 
and meaning.  Then they have power over us.  
They become lust and impurity, greed and the 
worship of things.  We’re constantly meeting 
people who defend and excuse such things, 
sometimes disguised as Christians.  That’s 
certain proof that you’re dealing with false 
prophets.  We can’t let ourselves be fooled by 
their arguments, Paul says.  These false 
prophets are disobedient, and the wrath of God 
awaits them. 

Paul continues with a description of the 
fruit of light - from which a new way of living 
emerges that Paul sums up: we submit to one 
another. 

According to the world, submission is 
considered repulsive.  It is considered a 
violation of one’s self and human dignity or a 
threat to live as one desires.  A Christian has 
discovered that it is quite the opposite.  When 
he submits it means exactly what the word 
means in Greek and English: he is under an 
order, and he knows that the order is God’s.  
He finds a place in God’s great work and 
begins to function as God wants him to.  
Freedom lies in this.  He no longer has to 
assert himself and appear superior.  He’s no 
longer afraid he won’t get what’s coming to 
him.  He realizes that life receives its meaning 

from God and that there are tasks waiting.  
He’s sure he’ll be a blessing because he’s 
ready to serve where God puts him. 

Someone who doesn’t live in Christ’s 
kingdom cannot understand this.  When he 
hears that you have to submit for Christ’s sake, 
his thoughts go in two directions and they’re 
both wrong.  Either he thinks: What risks do I 
take if I live like this?  Or he thinks:  What do I 
have the right to demand of others if this is the 
right way to live?   A person who belongs to 
Christ however thinks: I thank You, Lord, for 
your good and blessed order, where there’s 
also a place for me. 

Confessional Hours 
Confessional Hours are held quarterly.  Next 
date is Saturday, September 13th from 8 a.m. - 
9 a.m. in the church sanctuary.  Pastor will be 
available for those who desire to make private 

confession and hear the promise of God’s 
forgiveness personally.  This has been a 

historic, healthy practice for Christian people 
for centuries.  If you have any questions or 
concerns please call Pastor Gutz.  You can 
check out the format by looking at one of our 

church hymnals on page 292 of Lutheran 
Service Book.   

Remember to pray for our shut-in 
members, those sick & hospitalized: 

Bill Andree  Ruth Lehman 

James Andree Donna Murphy 

Doris Dimmig Lois Novak 

Bryan Donner Louise Novotney 

Norma Garrett Virginia O’Brien 

Ruth Harlow Betty Opremchak 

Tom Kerestes John Repko 

Helen Kruger  
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Catechism Instruction 
Catechism instruction resumes 

September 7th at 8 a.m. in the church 
for 6th – 7th grade students.  If you have any 
questions please contact the church office. 

Sunday School and Bible Class 
Sunday, September 7th, 10:15 – 11:15 a.m. We will 
be looking at the 10 Commandments.  Please join 
us to take advantage of these opportunities to grow 

in God’s Word. 

Tuesday Morning Bible Class 
Tuesday morning Bible class resumes on 
September 9th at 7 a.m.  We study God’s 

Word and then eat breakfast.  Please join us. 

Wednesday School 
Wednesday School for 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th

grade students resumes on September 10th

from 4:30 – 5:30 p.m. 

Holy Trinity Choir 
The choir will start up again on Wednesday, 

September 10th at 7 p.m. in the choir loft.  We 
need voices to praise the Lord with gladness.  

Returning and new choir members are needed. 
Everyone is welcome.  Please join us!

Old #3 Committee Meeting 
Old #3 Committee meeting will be held at  

Holy Trinity on September 20th at 3:30 p.m.  

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 

Preschool 
Welcome back all students!  Our theme for 

September will be All About Me and The Five 
Senses.  In Math we will learn about circles, 

first/middle/last and the numbers 1& 2.   
Open House will be on September 25th.   

Everyone is welcome! 

Dates to Remember: 
September 2nd & 3rd – School begins 

September 25th – Open House 6 – 7:30 p.m. 

Preschool Parent Survey Comments 

“I loved watching my daughter grow 
academically each year!  Thank you for being 

a great impact for the start of her school 
years.” 

“I love listening to her sing new songs about 
our Lord.  I watch her and smile and she 

doesn’t realize I am watching.” 

“Progress reports sent out 3 times during year 
is great.  (Love the new report).  Lots of info 

provided about child’s development in all 
areas.  Especially love the folders given with 
pictures and work from throughout the year.” 

“The staff is excellent!  They work very well 
with the students. Educational material seems 

to be presented to the students in a very 
engaging manner as opposed to just 

“teaching”.” 
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HEALTH MINISTRIES 

Psalm 103:1-5 “Praise the Lord, O my soul; all 
my inmost being, praise his holy name.  
Praise the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all 
his benefits—who forgives all your sins and 
heals all your diseases, who redeems your life 
from the pit and crowns you with love and 
compassion, who satisfies your desires with 
good things so that your youth is renewed like 
the eagle’s.” (NIV) 
My dear friends in Christ, 
 September is suicide prevention 
month—how strange that this so closely 
follows the suicide of a well-known and loved 
celebrity.  In my interaction with friends, 
acquaintances, and patients, many were 
deeply affected by Robin Williams’ suicide.  
We have difficulty understanding how 
someone so loved and admired would choose 
this path.  For some of us, the sorrow extends 
beyond a celebrity in the news.  Psalm 
34:17-20 tells us “When the righteous cry for 
help, the Lord hears and delivers them out of all 
their troubles.  The Lord is near to the 
brokenhearted and saves the crushed in spirit.  
Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the 
Lord delivers him out of them all.  He keeps all 
his bones; not one of them is broken.” (ESV) 
 A fellow parish nurse posted the 
following facts on depression: 
 One of the most common medical 

problems in the United States. 
 One of the most untreated medical 

problems in the United States. 
 Terms used by depressed people to 

explain how they feel:  worthless, living in 
a black cloud, trapped, sad, numb, 
self-blaming, isolated, stuck, hopeless, 
empty inside. 

 Depression carries a stigma that one can 
“get over it”.  That is a myth. 

 Depression is treatable, but it needs to be 
diagnosed. 

 Treatment includes medication, 
psychotherapy, light therapy, inpatient 
and/or outpatient treatment, or a 
combination of two or more treatments. 

o If we are the outsiders looking in, 
what should we look for? 

 Talking about wanting to die or to kill 
oneself. 

 Looking for a way to kill oneself, such as 
searching online or buying a gun. 

 Talking about feeling hopeless or having 
no reason to live. 

 Talking about feeling trapped or in 
unbearable pain. 

 Talking about being a burden to others. 
 Increasing the use of alcohol or drugs. 
 Acting anxious or agitated; behaving 

recklessly. 
 Withdrawn or feeling isolated. 
 Showing rage or talking about seeking 

revenge. 
 Displaying extreme mood swings. 
 Preoccupation with death. 
 Loss of interest in things one cares 

about. 
 Visiting or calling people to say 

goodbye. 
 Making arrangements; setting one's 

affairs in order. 
 Giving things away, such as prized 

possessions. 
People exhibiting these behaviors need to see 
a doctor or mental health professional 
immediately.  There is a hotline available:  
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 
1-800-273-TALK (8255).  However, just as 
with any medical emergency, 911 is an 
appropriate intervention if you feel the threat is 
imminent.  Know that depression is a disease 
that can be caused by many different factors 
and treatment is available. 
 For those that have been directly 
affected by a suicide, it is important to know 
that such actions always leave questions - 
questions that will remain unanswered.  As 
Christians we are to call to mind not the 
questions that we can’t answer - but of what we 
DO know and can answer - that our God is 
gracious and merciful and has sent His Son to 
redeem us from our sins.  Revelations 21:4 
reminds us that “He will wipe away every tear 
from their eyes, and death shall be no more, 
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neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor 
pain anymore, for the former things have 
passed away.” (ESV) 
 There has been so much in the news 
lately; it was difficult to choose a topic for our 
September Ambassador.  On a lighter note, 
my eight-year-old grandson gave me the ALS 
ice water challenge that is all over social 
media.  Yes, I will do this, but only because, in 
his eight-year-old innocence, he knows his 
Grammy will not disappoint him.  He is too 
young to understand that his Grammy believes 
that giving is a personal thing not to be 
advertised or boasted.  I must share what one 
of our parishioners said in discussing our 
grandchildren…”they are our breath.”  Thank 
you for putting in words what is in our hearts as 
grandparents. 

I-Read Adult Literacy Program 
The I-Read Adult Literacy Program at IVCC is 

currently accepting participants for its 
upcoming Volunteer Tutor Training.  Training 
will be offered both afternoons and evenings at 
the IVCC main campus.  Monday afternoon 
sessions will be held on September 8, 15, 22, 
and 29 and Tuesday evening sessions will be 

offered on September 9, 16, 23, and 30.    
Literacy students consist of those testing 

below 9th grade level in reading or math and 
also English-as-a-Second- Language 

students.  Please consider joining in this 
important effort to improve literacy in the 
Illinois Valley.  Call IVCC today for more 

information on becoming a volunteer tutor.  
Angela Dunlap, Program Manager: (815) 

224-0372, or Chris Warren, Program 
Specialist:  (815) 224-0345. 

Some websites to check out: 

Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod
www.lcms.org 

Concordia Pub. House - www.cph.org 
Pirate Christian Radio

www.piratechristianradio.com 
For singles, widowed, divorced:
www.inspiration-for-singles.com 

Some good blogs: 
www.wmltblog.org 

www.internetmonk.com 
www.patheos.com/blogs/geneveith 

Internet Porn a problem for you or someone 
you know?  There is help. Check out: 

www.settingcaptivesfree.com 

Setting Captives Free exists to offer 
Christ-centered Hope and Freedom to those in 

the grip of sin through accountability to 
Bible-based Truth resulting in the true 

enjoyment of Life in and for the Glory of God.

Serving in September 

Elders 
Saturday – Tony Miles, Jack Zavada 
Sunday – Mark Lowe, Randy Kochis 

Ushers 
Rob Downey, Ruth Murray, 

Dan Reynolds, Jan Roy 

Greeters 
Steve & Michelle Lightle 

Altar Guild 
Saturday – Nickie Clark, Tracy Stortz 

Sunday – Lora Landrum 

For the Record 

Received into membership:  
July 6, 2014

Ruth (Vagasky) Cantello 
Zandra Taylor 


